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CHUONG IV

CHAPTER IV

CUOC PAM THOAI BAT NGO

A SURPRISE CONVERSATION

Vao cudi thang 2 nim 1975, mot phai doan
ludng dang, gom nhidu nghi si va dan biéu
Hoa-Ky dén Saigon véi muc dich tim hiéu thuc
trang va thanh qua cta van d& Viét-Nam-Hoa
chién tranh, dé duyét xét thinh cau cua Tong-
Théng Ford vé viéc xin chuan chi ngan khoang
300 triéu My-Kim vién tro bd tic cho Viét-
Nam Cong-Hoa.

i Gerald R. Ford, Jr. (1913-2006)
Tong Thong thur 38 cua Hoa Ky (1974-1977)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald Ford}

At the end of February 1975, a bipartisan U.S.
delegation, including many Senators and
Congressmen, arrived in Saigon with the
purpose of understanding the current situation
and the effectiveness of Vietnamization before
considering President Gerald R. Ford's request
for approval to spend about $300 million in
additional aid for the Republic of Vietnam.

Gerald R. Ford, Jr. (1913-2006)
38" President of the United States (1974-1977)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gerald Ford}

Trong phéi doan ludng dang Hoa-Ky c6 nhiéu
nghi si va dan biéu phan chién. Nhung déng ké
nhét 1a dan biéu phan chién Bella Abzug, thudc
Dan-Chu, New York.

Dan Biéu Bella Savitzky Abzug (1920-1998)
Dang Dan Chu, tiéu bang New York
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bella Abzug}

In the bipartisan U.S. delegation, there were
many anti-war Senators and Congressmen. But
most notable was anti-war congresswoman
Bella Abzug, a New York Democrat.

Congresswan -Vltk
1998)

zug (1920-

Democrat, New York
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bella Abzug}
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Phai doan Viéng tham Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan
va Hai-Quin Coéng-Xuong dé tim hiéu vé
nhitng nd lyc ty tic ty cuong qua chuong trinh
dong tau Ferro-Cement cua Hai-Quan Viét-
Nam Cong-Hoa.

The bipartisan U.S. delegation visited the
Republic of Vietnam Navy Headquarters and
the Saigon Naval Shipyard to learn about self-
reliance efforts through the Ferro-Cement
shipbuilding program of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy.

Ferro-Cement
{http://www.vietnamgear.com/gallery photo.
aspx?img=CementSwift.jpg}

Ferro-Cement
{https://www flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/12027993494}

Tll.’-LéI}h Hai-Quan chi dinh Hai-Quan Pai-Ta
bo Kiém, Tham-Mu‘u-PhN() hanh quan Bo-Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quéan, hudng dan phai doan.

Hai- Quan Dai-T4 D3-Kiém, Tham-Muu-Pho
Hanh-Quan

The Chief of Naval Operations appointed
Navy Captain Do Kiem, Vice Chief of Staff for
Operations, to guide the delegation.

Navy Captaln P4 Kiém, Vice Chief of Staff for
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy

Xuat than khoa 3 Brest, Dai-ta D5 Kiém la mot
trong nhiing si quan Hai-Quan rit uyén chuyen
trén moi van dé va c6 kién thirc sau rong veé ca
quan sy, vin hoa va chinh tri. Dai-T4 D Kiém
duoc dat vao mot vi thé thiét yéu cho su ngoai
giao vbn da kho khan giira phai doan Hoa-Ky
va Héi-Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa.

Navy Captain Do Kiem, a Class 3 graduate of
the prestigious Ecole Navale in Brest, France,
is one of the Navy officers who is very flexible
on all issues and has extensive knowledge of
military, culture and politics. Navy Captain
Do Kiem was placed in a delicate position for
the already tense diplomacy between the U.S.
delegation and the Republic of Vietnam Navy.
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French Naval

Brest,
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole navale-IMG 006.jpg}

Academy, Phép

Ecole Navale, rest, " France
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole navale-IMG 006.jpg}

Du da duoc chi thi ciia cap trén 1a phai hét stc
mém mong, khéo 1éo khi tiép xtic véi phai doan
Hoa-Ky, cac si quan cao cdp Hai-Quan Viét
Nam Céng Hoa duoc chi dinh tiép don phai
doan hém d6 ciing khong thé khong khoi bét
mén khi thiy thai d6 thd o, thiéu 18 do, kém
than thién cua phai doan. Nit dan biéu Bella
Abzug t6 cir chi xem thudng thuyét trinh vién
va cir toa bang cach hich mat nhin ngdm tran
nha trong khi miéng nhai keo cao-su chop
chép!

Despite being instructed by their superiors to
be very courteous and tactful when interacting
with the U.S. delegation, senior Republic of
Vietnam Navy officers assigned to welcome
the delegation that day could not help but feel
dissatisfied when seeing the indifferent,
disrespectful, and unfriendly attitude of the
delegation.  Congresswoman Bella Abzug
showed her disdain for the speaker and the
audience by staring at the ceiling while
chewing gum with a smacking noise!

Trong khi phéi doan ludng dang dang lo la
nghe Dai-T4 Poan Ngoc Bich, Chi-Huy-
Truéong Hai-Quan Cong-Xuong, thuyét trinh
thi Dan Biéu John P. Murtha kéo Dai-Ta Dd
Kiém ra ngoai, hoi nho:

Dan Biéu John P. Murtha (1932-2010)
Dan Chu, tiéu bang Pennsylvania
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Murtha#:
~:text=A%20former%20Marine%20Corps%2
Oofficer,tw0%?20years%20until%20his%20de

ath.}

While the bipartisan delegation was absent-
mindedly listening to a presentation by Navy
Captain Doan Ngoc Bich, Commander of the
Saigon Naval Shipyard, Congressman John P.
Murtha pulled Navy Captain Do Kiem out and
quietly asked:

Congressman John P. Murtha (1932-2010)
Democrat, Pennsylvania
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Murtha#:
~:text=A%20former%20Marine%20Corps%2
Oofficer,tw0%?20years%20until%20his%20de

ath.}
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- Néu phai chuyén binh s tir Da—Nang ve day,
Ham-Do6i Hai-Quéan Viét-Nam c6 thé chd toi
da bao nhiéu Su Poan?

- If we have to move soldiers from Da-Nang to
Saigon, maximum how many Divisions can
the Republic of Vietnam Navy ships carry?

V&1 phan rng cia mot si quan hanh quéan, Pai-
Ta Bo Kiém nghi dén sy chuyén van hanh
quan, cho nén Ong dap:

As an operations officer, Navy Captain Do
Kiem thought about military operations, so he
replied reactively:

- Mét Su Poan la tdi da, vi Ham-Doi chuyén
van cua Hai-Quan Vi¢t-Nam khong dugc trang
bi dé chuyén chod co gigi va vii khi ndng.

- One Division is the maximum, because the
Republic of Vietnam Navy's military transport
ships are not equipped to transport heavy
machinery and weapons.

Dén Biéu Murtha gat ngang:

Congressman Murtha brushed aside:

- Khong! Toi khong mudn noéi dén hanh quan.
Néu phai rat binh khan cp bang tat ca chién
ham cua Ham-Ddi Hai-Quan Viét-Nam, Dai-
T4 nghi c6 thé cho ti da bao nhiéu binh si —
chi nguoi thoi?

- No! I don't want to talk about a military
operation. If we have to withdraw troops
urgently, how many soldiers do you think the
warships of the Republic of Vietnam Fleet
Forces can carry at most - just soldiers?

Van chua hiéu dung y cua Déan Biéu Murtha,
Dai-Ta P56 Kiém hoi gan:

Still not understanding Congressman Murtha's
intention, Navy Captain Do Kiem asked

sharply:

- K& ca nhiing chién ham tuin duong?

- Even cruisers?

- Vang! K¢ ca nhiing chién ham tuan duong.
Va, néu can, bo lai co gioi.

- Yes! Even cruisers. And, if necessary, leave
the heavy machinery behind.

t ai nghi rang cudc dam thoai ngan ngui do
ngam bao trude nhiing tai bién sap phu chup
xuong Quan-Khu I!
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Quan Khu I
{https://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp}

Few people thought that short conversation
implicitly foretold the disasters that were about
to befall the I Corps Tactical Zone!
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I Corps Tactical Zone
{https://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp}




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 5

Houston, Texas, USA

English translation by Dr. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D.
Grapevine, Texas, USA
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

Ban dich Anh Ngir dé tuong nhé dén tat ca cac
si quan, ha si quan, va thuay thu cua Hai Quan
Vi¢ét Nam Cong Hoa (1950 - 30 thang 4 nam
1975) vé long yéu nude va su hy sinh cia ho
trong vi¢c phuc vu ly tudng tu do va bao vé
1anh thd cua dat nudc.

The English translation is dedicated to the
brave men and women of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy (1950 - April 30, 1975) for their
patriotism and sacrifice in the service of
freedom and in the defense of their country's
territory.




