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i Tran Hung Dao
Thanh T6 Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa (*)

Field Marshal Tran Hung Dao
The Patron Saint of The Republic of Vietnam Navy (¥)

(*): Trich tur: Hai St/Luoc St Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa (2009), pp. v, vii, viii, ix, 182, 620.

(*): Excerpted from: Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. v, vii, viii, ix,
182, 620. A Republic of Vietnam Navy publication
(2009).
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Hung-Pao Pai-Vuong Tran Qudc Tuin

Y-tuong nhan Thanh-T6 Tran-Hung-Pao di manh
nha ngay tir nhitng nim dau Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa con so-sanh. Danh hi¢u nhitng chién ham
dau tién chinh 1a tén cac tran thuy-chién doi Tran:
Ham-Ttr, Chuong-Duong, Bach-Pang.

o

Field Marshall Tran Hung Dao

Right from the early years of its infancy, the
Republic of Vietnam Navy already had the idea of
honoring Field Marshal Tran Hung Dao, a national
hero, as its Patron Saint. As a matter of fact, the
names of the first Republic of Vietnam Navy ships
were the names of the naval battles during the Tran
Dynasty: Ham Tu, Chuong Duong, Bach Dang.
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Trong cac budi dai 18, toan hau ky Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa gbém co: Quéc Quan, va Théanh ky.
Vao ngay ky niém Thanh t6 (20 thang 8 Am Lich),
chién ham kéo Pai ky ruc r&, c6 Thanh-ky ngii-sic
phat-phdi bay noi cot cd mili.

In prestigious ceremonies, the Republic of Vietnam
Navy color guard carries the National, Navy, and
Patron Saint flags. On the anniversary of the Patron
Saint’s death (August 20 Lunar Calendar), Republic
of Vietnam Navy ships, in addition to several
resplendent navy signal flags, hoist the five-colored
Patron Saint flag fluttering in the wind at the bow
flagpole.

Ngay 20 thang 8 am lich ndam 1969, Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa khanh thanh tuong Birc Thanh-Tran
tai cong truong Mé-Linh bén Bach-Dang.

On the 20th day of August 1969, lunar calendar, the
Republic of Vietnam Navy inaugurated the statue of
Patron Saint Tran Hung Dao at Me Linh square,
Bach Dang wharf.

Page 1 of 2



https://www.vnnavydallas.com/

Hoi Hai Quan Trung Duong Dallas-Fort Worth
& Vung Phu Can

https://www.vnnavydallas.com
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) 501 (¢)(3)

L& khanh- thanh tuong Puc Thanh Trin tai cong
truong Mé- Linh, bén Bach-Dang nim 1969.

Inauguration ceremony of the statue of Patron Saint
Tran Hung Dao at Me-Linh square, Bach-Dang
wharf in 1969.

Ngay mong 7 thang 3 nim Mau-Ty tic ngay 8 thang
4 nam 1288, doan chiéc thuyén cua O-Ma-Nhi dén
Trac-Dong trén song Gia. Sang ngay 8 thang 3 tlic
ngay 9 thang 4, O-Ma-Nhi dén song Bach-Ding,
quan Tran trén thuyén nhe ra don-danh rdi gia-thua
chay nhir quan giic vao bii coc ma Tran Qudc Tuin
da cho dong tir truée. Poan chién-thuyén giic vao
tran-dia phuc-kich cia quan ta vao lic nudc triéu
dang rat. Phuc-binh Dai-Viét tir cac phia thuy bo db
ra danh. Thuyen gidc vuong phai coc bi v& roi bi
d4m rat nhiéu, nudc triéu cang xuong nhanh, thuyén
gidc cang bi vo va bi ddm cang nhiéu, toan-bd doan
chién-thuyén bi tiéu-diét. Van-bd thiy-quan
Truong-Ngoc bi giét ngay tai tran. Phan-Tiép bi bat
song. O-Ma-Nhi ciing bi bit song. S thuyén giic
bi quan ta bét duge 1én dén bdn tram chiéc.

On the 7th day of the third month of the year of the
Rat, or April 8, 1288, O Ma Nhi's group of boats
arrived at Truc Dong on the Gia River. On the
morning of March 8 (lunar calendar), or April 9, O
Ma Nhi arrived at the Bach Dang River, the Tran
army on light boats came out to meet them, then
pretended to be defeated and ran to lure the enemy
troops into the field of steel-tipped bamboo stakes
that the Field Marshall’s troops had previously
embedded in the riverbed. The enemy warships
entered our army's ambush site at a time when the
tide was receding. Our ambush soldiers poured out
from all sides to attack. Many enemy boats got
caught on the stakes, broken, and sunk. The faster
the tide fell, the more boats were broken and sunk,
the entire fleet of enemy warships was destroyed.
Truong Ngoc's ten thousand sailors were killed right
in the naval battle. Phan Tiep was captured alive. O
Ma Nhi was also captured alive. Our troops captured
up to four hundred enemy boats.

Thiy-chién Bach. Dang nam 1288 la chién thing
vao c& 16n nhét trong lich-sur Viét-Nam

The Bach Déng naval battle in 1288 was the largest
victory in Vietnamese history.

Day la chién-thang Bach-Dang lan thir ba. Trudc d6
d4 c6 chién-thiang Bach-Pang 1an thir nhat nim 938,
va chién-thing Bach-Dang lan thir hai nim 981.
Chién-thing Bach-Dang nim 1288 1a mét chién-
thang trén thily vao c& 16n nhat trong lich-sir Viét-
Nam.

This is the third Bach Dang victory. Before that,
there were the first and second in 938 and 981,
respectively. However, the third in 1288 was the
largest naval victory in Vietnamese history.

English translation by Dr. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D. (#)
Grapevine, Texas, USA (Wednesday, October 04,
2023 {August 20, 2023 Lunar Calendar})
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

(#): The eldest son of Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac
(1935-1999), Republic of Vietnam Navy
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