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Loi Ngé - Foreword

The following English translation is in
remembrance of the 52nd anniversary (2026-
1974) of the Naval Battle for the Paracel
Islands around 10:30 am, Saturday, January
19, 1974, between the Republic of Vietnam
Navy and Communist China’s People’s
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN).

Quang Tri
o, - Huong Tra
[ 8 South China Sea PARACEL
LA THIEN ISLANDS

Paracel IS]

The Paracel Islands, Republic of Vietnam
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
_sa_01 19 _1974.pdf}

A Republic of Vietnam Navy task force of a
destroyer, two cruisers, and a frigate under the
command of Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac
(1935-1999) opened fire FIRST after
Communist China’s PLAN warships refused to
leave the Paracel Islands - the Republic of
Vietnam’s territorial waters in the East Sea
(Bién Pong) or South China Sea (Bién Nam
Hai).

Luc Lugng Bac Nhiém - Task Force

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021

Hai_Su Tuyen Tap.pdf}
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Hai Quan bai T4 Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999),
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Navy Captain Ha Van Ngac (1935-1999),
Republic of Vietnam Navy

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
_sa 01 _19_1974.pdf}

Trung Tam Huin Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 5 “7/1954 - 5/1955”, B¢ Nhat Hai Su
Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 5
“7/1954 - 5/1955”, First Leo
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021
Hai_Su_Tuyen Tap.pdf}

The naval battle lasted approximately 30
minutes. The Republic of Vietham Navy
frigate was sunk; the other 3 warships were
damaged but still able to sail on their own. 74
personnel gave their lives defending their
country’s territorial waters, and 28 were
wounded. Since all the enemy forces directly
engaging us were eliminated from the naval
battle, the remaining task force was ordered to
leave the Paracel Islands.
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PCE HQ10, sunk in the battle with Red
China in 1974 at the Paracel Islands, Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
Hinh anh cua Hai Quan Trung Uy Nguyén
bong Mai, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
Photo courtesy of Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Nguyén Doéng Mai, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

On the Communist China side, one
Kronshtadt-class submarine chaser was sunk.
The other Kronshtadt-class submarine chaser
and two “fleet minesweepers” were heavily
damaged, had to be beached, and were later
destroyed. The Officer in Tactical Command
(OTC), along with the Deputy Commander of
the South China Sea Fleet, and the entire staff
aboard the heavily damaged Kronshtadt-class
submarine chaser flagship, were all killed,
including 1 Admiral, 4 Navy Captains, 6 Navy
Commanders, 2 Navy Lieutenant
Commanders, 7 junior officers, and an
unknown number of non-commissioned
officers and sailors killed and wounded.

-1

- - ,
o - : ~ =

A Communist China’s Kronshtadt-class
submarine chaser

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _
Hai_Su Tuyen Tap.pdf}
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A Communist China’s  minesweeper
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

_sa 01 _19_1974.pdf}

In the days that followed the naval battle,
Communist China used a powerful combined
naval, ground, and air force to forcibly seize all
the islands in the Paracel Islands
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _
Hai_Su Tuyen_Tap.pdf}.

The following English translation is dedicated
to:

(1) the 74 heroic martyrs who valiantly
sacrificed their lives to safeguard the Republic
of Vietnam’s territory and maritime
boundaries. They followed the example of
their Patron Saint, Field Marshal Trin Hung
Pao
[{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field
_Marshal THD.pdf} &
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/Field
Marshal THD_appendix.pdf}], in fighting the
“new Mongol invaders” of the Republic of
Vietnam’s territorial waters,

(2) the brave men and women of the Republic
of Vietnam Navy who defended freedom
against the Vietnamese Communists (Viét
Cong) and their country’s territorial waters
against the Chinese Communists (Trung
Cdng), and
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(3) the memory of my father, Navy Captain Ha
Vian Ngac (1935-1999), Republic of Vietnam
Navy.

Dr. Chi Manh Ha, PhJ.D., the eldest son
Grapevine, Texas, USA
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

Frung Tim Hudin Luyén Hil Quiin
Nha Trung

Trung Tam Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,

Hai Quéan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Nha Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of

Vietnam Navy

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
sa_ 01 19 1974.pdf}
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Q *‘?ﬁ Fole.
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Cac SQHQ khod 5 mée quan-phuc dai-18 tai Ky-Dai TTHLHQINT,
Mot Si-Quan mdéc tiéu-1¢ sooc dirng gida.

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 5 (7/1954 —
5/1955), First Leo, wear their full ceremonial
naval uniforms at the flagpole of the Nha Trang
Naval Training Center, Republic of Vietnam
Navy. A Naval Officer Cadet in a striped semi-
ceremonial dress uniform stands in the middle

{Hai Su/Luoc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 506}

{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 506, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Lan Pao Thoat & Hoang Sa (The Escape
Attempt at The Paracel Islands)

The Escape Attempt at The Paracel Islands

Hai Quéan Trung Uy Nguyén Béng Mai
K25 Vi Bj Da Lat

NGUYEN BONG MAI Khéa 25 V5 Bi

Hai Quéan Trung Uy Mguyén Béng Mai
K25 V5 B DA Lat

Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Nguyén Dong
Mai, Republic of Vietnam Navy, Republic of
Vietnam Military Academy Da Lat Class 25
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Vo Bi ba Lat, Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Military Academy bDa Lat, Republic of
Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vietnamese N
ational Military Academy}

Tham thoat dd hon 40 nam di qua ké tir ngay
hai chién voi Trung cong & Hoang Sa. Dé thap
nén nhang tuéng nho t6i cac dong doi trén
chiéc Nhat Tao, HQ 10 va C6 HQ/Pai Uy
Nguyén Vin Pong, nguoi ban cing khoa
(Khoa 25/V3 Bi Qubc Gia Viét Nam) da HY
SINH trén chiéc HQ 5 dé bao vé lanh hai.
Cung tudng nhd téi Me toi, nguoi da cat k tap
nhat ky nay dé khong bi ddt chung véi vin
bang tot nghiép V& Bi cua téi. Nay Me toi
khong con nita, nhung Me toi van sdng mai bén
t61 nhu tdp hdi ky nay ma t6i van ning niu nhu
mot bao vat.

In the blink of an eye, more than 40 years have
passed since the naval battle with Communist
China at the Paracel Islands. To light a stick of
incense in remembrance of my shipmates on
the Nhat Tdo, HQ 10, and the late Navy
Lieutenant Nguyén Vin Pdng - my classmate
from Class 25 of the Republic of Vietnam
Military Academy Da Lat - who sacrificed his
life aboard HQ 5 to defend our territorial
waters. [ also remember my mother, who
carefully hid this memoir so it would not be
burned along with my military academy
diploma. Now, my mother is no longer with
me, yet she lives on forever by my side, just
like this memoir, which I still cherish as a
sacred keepsake.

Hb Tong Ham Nhat Téo, HD1D

g H it Tdo, HQ1D

HQ Nhat Tao (Ho Téng Ham 10), Hai Quén
Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Nhat Tao {MineSweeper Frigate (MSF)
10}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
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TRUONG VAN QUANG's Photo Collection

5),

Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Tran Binh Trong {High Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 5}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa_ 01 19 1974.pdf}

Trong khong khi ciia mua Xuan hom nay toi
xin goi dén qui vi nhitng hinh anh cua tran hai
chién dau tién va ciing 1a cudi ciing cua Hai
Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa va Trung Cong tai
Hoang Sa.

In the atmosphere of this Spring season today,
I would like to share with you all the images
from the first and last naval battles between the
Republic of Vietnam Navy and the People's
Liberation Army Navy (PLAN) of the People's
Republic of China at the Paracel Islands.

Chiéu 18/01/1974 (Afternoon of January 18,
1974)

Afternoon of January 18, 1974

Con tau mang s6 bu van lam Iii ludt song véi
cap phong dinh 08:30 ké tir khi ra khoi tAm
hoat dong cua dai kiém bio 102 dém qua.
Chiéu nay 1én nhan phién, t61 hoi mét. Hoi trua
phai lo cho céac ban tiép tuc son phét phan con
lai cuia chién ham ké ca hai ham may ta va hiru
dé chuan bj thanh tra sau chuyén cong tac khi
vé t6i Sai gon, nén t6i khéng chop mit duogc
gidy phut ndo. Véi van toc phong dinh 10 no
(knots) mot gio, co 1& tau sé dén Hoang Sa
trong ca (quart) cia minh va thoi diém phong
dinh 1a 18:00 H 18/01/74. V&i tam hoat dong
ctia chiéc SPS-53, cic dao c6 thé nhan thay
trén man anh ra-da khoang 16:30 H 1a t6i da.
Thé nhung dén 16:30 H, roi 17:00 H trdi qua,
nhan vién di ca & Combat Information Center
(CIC) bao 1én dai-chi-huy van chua thiy. Dén
17:30 H méi théy mot vai vét mo trén man anh
ra-da véi khoang cach 26 hai ly. Gio nay toi
méi xac dinh dugc vi-tri cua chién ham minh.

The ship with its “unlucky” hull number 10
still plowed silently through the waves,
maintaining an estimated course since 08:30
hours, ever since it moved beyond the range of
Radar Station 102 last night. This afternoon,
when I came on duty, I felt a bit tired. Earlier
at noon, I had to oversee the crew continuing
to repaint the remaining sections of the
warship, including both port and starboard
engine rooms, to prepare for inspection after
our mission upon returning to Saigon, so I
didn’t have a wink of sleep. At an estimated
speed of 10 knots per hour, the ship would
likely reach the Paracel Islands during my
watch, with the estimated time of arrival being
18:00 hours on January 18, 1974. With the
range of the SPS-53 radar, the islands should
have appeared on the radar screen by around
16:30 hours at the latest. However, 16:30
passed, then 17:00, and the personnel on duty
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Sanh véi route v&, con tau nam bén mat duong
chung 6 hai ly. Nhung HPA cua Hoang Sa bao
cho HQ 4 luc dy t6i van bao cao 1a 18:00 H
/18/01/74 nhu ban dau. Sau khi ban giao ca lai
cho Trung Uy Vil Vian Bang xong, khoang
chimg 18:00 H, bang vién-vong kinh t6i c6 thé
nhin thiy duoc hinh ding cta nhimg chién-
ham khac cting hon dao gan nhit 1a hon Money
& huéng 2 gio. Sau d6 t6i va Thiéu-Uy Huan
(ST Quan (SQ)/Phy-Té4 Truong Phién) maéi di
an téi. Cho dén gid phut nay, voi miy miéng
mut va it hat dua trong dia, t6i cuing Huédn bén
tach tra dam voi diéu capstan trong tay, van
tuoi cudi, thoai mai chuyén tro, chua mot diém
con con nao bao trudce rang mai day chung toi
s& vinh vién xa nhau. Chung t6i sau d6 ai vé
phong ndy nga dé chuan bj "ca"
(quart=quarter) sing hom sau.

in the Combat Information Center (CIC)
reported to the bridge that nothing had yet
appeared. It wasn’t until 17:30 that a few faint
blips appeared on the radar screen, about 26
nautical miles away. Only at this point could I
determine the position of our warship.
Compared to the plotted route, the ship was
about 6 nautical miles to the starboard side of
the intended course. Still, I reported to HQ 4,
as per the Hoang Sa Patrol Area (HPA)
schedule, that our estimated arrival remained
18:00 hours on January 18, 1974, as initially
planned. After handing over the watch to Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Vi Vian Bang at
around 18:00, through binoculars, I could see
the silhouettes of the other warships and the
nearest island, Money Island, in the 2 o’clock
direction. Afterward, Navy Ensign Huan (my
Assistant Watch Officer) and I went to have
dinner. Up to this moment, with a few pieces
of candied fruit and some melon seeds on the
plate, Huan and I sat with strong cups of tea
and Capstan cigarettes in hand, still smiling
and chatting comfortably. Not the slightest
sign foretold that tomorrow we would be
parted forever. Afterward, we each returned to
our quarters to sleep and prepare for the
morning watch the next day.

Radar Station 102, Pa Nang, Republic of
Vietnam
{https://explorevietnam.com.vn/da-nang/son-
tra-radar-station-indochina-gods-eye-in-da-
nang/}
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CONTROL INDICATOR

AN/SPS-53A Radar
{https://www.radartutorial.eu/19.kartei/11.anc
ient2/pic/imgl1-109-01.jpg}

HQ Tran Khanh Du (Khu Truc Ham 4), Hai

Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Tran Khanh Du {Radar Picket Destroyer

Escort (DER) 4}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
sa 01 19 1974.pdf}

iy B
| bl i a7 VL Ve g, b B0 102436, o = 4 G
D8 M4 T Hingi 21 b o o 2% |

Hai Quan Trung Uy Vil Van Bang, Hai Quén

Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Vii Van Bang,

Republic of Vietnam Navy

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
sa 01 19 1974.pdf}
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Pao Quang Anh, Quan Pao Hoang Sa, Viét
Nam Cong Hoa

Money Island, The Paracel Islands, Republic
of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paracel Island

}

Ngay 19/01/1974 (January 19, 1974)

January 19, 1974

Chua chop mat duoc bao 1au, thi tat ca si quan
dugc danh thure ra hop ¢ ban an (carré) si quan
theo 1énh cia Ham Phé Nguyén Thanh Tri.
Biy gid 1a 02:00 H sang. Ham Phé cho biét
theo tinh than cong dién vira nhan duoc, phﬁn
thiét hai c6 thé vé ta hét 80% toi 90%, boi
chung ta khong dugc khai hda trude, chi dugc
nd sung khi bi chién ham dich nd truge. Sau
ciu noi nay, t6i khong thé khong dit lai van-dé
khai héa vo1 Ham Pho trudc mat dong du cac
s quan HQ 10 duoc rang tai sao gitta chén nay
chi ¢6 ta va dich lai dé dich khai hoa trudc ma
khong phai 13 ta dé yéu t6 bt ngd nam vé phia
ta c6 hon khong? Lac 4y Ham-Pho Tri méi bao
t6i rang ddy 1a 1énh tir Sai gon, chiing ta phai
thi hanh theo I¢nh. T6i danh im. (tda soan).

I had barely fallen asleep when all the officers
were awakened and summoned to the officers’
mess (carré) for a meeting, by order of the
Executive Officer, Navy Lieutenant Nguyén
Thanh Tri. It was 02:00 in the morning. The
Executive Officer informed us that, according
to the spirit of the just-received dispatch, our
side could suffer 80% to 90% of the casualties,
because we were not allowed to fire first - we
could only return fire after the enemy's
warships opened fire first. After hearing this, I
could not help but raise again the issue of
opening fire with the Executive Officer, in
front of all the assembled officers of HQ 10:
Why, in this situation where only we and the
enemy were present, we allowed the enemy to
fire first instead of us - wouldn’t it have been
better for the element of surprise to lie on our
side? At that point, Executive Officer Tri told
me that this was an order from Saigon, and we
had to obey it. I fell silent. (Editorial note).
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Hai Quén Dai Uy Nguyen Thanh Tr1 Ham Ph6

HQ Nhat Tao {HO Tong Ham 10}, Hai Quan

Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Navy Lieutenant Nguyén Thanh Tri, Executive

Officer of HQ Nhat Tao {MineSweeper

Frigate (MSF) 10}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
sa_01 19 1974.pdf}

Khoa 17, Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Quédn
Nha Trang (8/1966-8/1967), B¢ Nhi Hai Su,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Class 17, Nha Trang Naval Training Center
(8/1966-8/1967), Second Leo, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

{Vi Htru San, “Hai Su/Lugc-St Hai-Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa”, trang 527, thang 7,
2012}
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{Vi Htru San, “Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy”, page 527,
July 2012}

Buoi hop xong hoi 02:30 H sang. Ti vé phong
¢d ru gidc ngu, nhung do cung chi la y dinh,
boi o1 khong sao chop mit duoc. Nhay xudng
giudng xem dong ho, da 3:10 H rdi. Toi danh
di danh rang, rira mat roi thay d6. Toi xubng
bép 1am goi mi dé dan bung. Lan xudng hudng
phong “chief” t61 danh thirc Huan day cung an
cho vui. Khong ngo vira lic 4y Thuay thu trong
phao (TT/TP) Thi Van Sinh mang lai dua t6i
mot tach ca phé stra. Sung suong that! Khong
ngd "thang em" n6 lai mén minh vay. Ting dia
com chién khuya, ting dleu Bastos xanh,
nhimg ngay cu6i thang han van mang v6 phong
an si-quan 1a gi! An uong xong, ddng hd chi
dung 03:45 H. Lénh 1am t6i chién ham (darken
ship) tir t6i qua, nén gid nay toi phai do dim
timg budc mot theo cau thang 1én dai chi huy.
Chura hét nac thang chot t6i da phai doi nguoc
chay xubng vi coi nhiém s& tac chién lién hdi
vang lén.

The meeting ended at 02:30 in the morning. I
returned to my quarters and tried to lull myself
back to sleep, but that was just wishful
thinking - I couldn’t close my eyes. I jumped
out of bed and checked the clock: 03:10 a.m.
already. I gave up, brushed my teeth, washed
my face, and changed clothes. I went down to
the galley to make a packet of instant noodles
to settle my stomach. On my way past the
chief’s quarters, I woke Huan to join me for
company. Just then, to my surprise, Gunner’s
Mate Seaman Apprentice Thi Van Sinh, came
in and handed me a cup of sweetened milk
coffee. What a joy! I never expected that “little
brother” to care for me like that. All those late-
night fried rice plates, those green-pack Bastos
cigarettes he’d sneak into the officers’ mess at
the end of the month - what were they if not
affection? After eating, the clock read exactly
03:45 a.m. The order to darken the ship had
been in effect since last night, so now I had to
grope my way step by step up the stairs to the
command bridge. I hadn’t even reached the
top of the stairs when the battle station alarm
began blaring nonstop, sending me scrambling
back down in panic.

-

W@

Nhiém 6 Téc Chién - Battle Station
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _
Hai_Su Tuyen Tap.pdf}
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Khoang 5 phut sau, nhan vién d3 san sang va
day du o nhiém so. Bang mot vong kiém soét
san l4i, toi thdy thiéu mot nhan vién ¢ khau 24.
Nhan vién nay la Trung Si/Van Chuyén
(TS/VC) Lan d3 nam bénh vién trude khi tau
di cong tac. Toi chuyén bét mot nhan vién &
khau 81 ly 1a Thay Tha (TT/BT) (Bi Thu)
Thanh sang 1am phu xa-thii khau 24. Nhu vay
khau 81 ly gid con hai nhan vién: Trung Si
Trong Phao (TS/TP) Trong va Ha Si Van
Chuyén (HS/VC) Ngé Vian Sau. Puoc 1énh
t6i, TS/TP Trong xudng ham dan 81 ly & sén
1ai 14y 1én 15 vién xuyén pha (HE). HS/VC
Sau thdo cac nap bao ra va dé dan giita chan
khau 81 ly va cau thang gb. Véi ¥ dinh lay
thém dan nita, nhung sang nay bién dong manh
nén TS/TP Trong chi mang thém dugc 5 vién
nira va sip hang & chan khau 81. Theo dé nghi
cua TS/TP Trong - Ha Si Quan Phong 4
(HSQ/P4) nganh TP - thi can b6t charge lai dé
giam sy thong nong cung nhimg tré ngai khac
lién quan t6i van dé bao tri. Toi khong dong y
voi Ha Si Quan Trong Phao (HSQ/TP) Trong
boi ly do rang ¢ day t61 s€ dung tryc xa chir
dau phai ban yém trg cho don vi ban trén bo
dau?

About five minutes later, all crew members
were ready and in place at their battle stations.
During a quick inspection of the aft deck, I
noticed one crew member missing from gun
mount 24. That crew member was
Quartermaster Petty Officer Second Class Lan,
who had been hospitalized before the ship left
on this mission. [ transferred one crewman
from the 81 mm gun team — Secretary Seaman
Recruit Thanh - to serve as assistant gunner on
mount 24. This left the 81 mm mortar with
only two men: Gunner’s Mate Officer Second
Class Trong and Quartermaster Seaman Ngo
Van Sau. On my orders, Gunner’s Mate
Officer Second Class Trong went down to the
81 mm ammo magazine on the aft deck and
brought up 15 high-explosive (HE) rounds.
Quartermaster Seaman Séau removed the
protective caps and placed the rounds between
the 81 mm mount and a wooden ladder.
Planning to bring up more rounds, Trong tried
again, but the heavy seas this morning limited
him to just 5 additional rounds, which he lined
up at the base of the 81lmm mount. Gunner’s
Mate Officer Second Class Trong - Non-
Commissioned Officer, Division (Section) 4,
Gunner’s Mate - suggested reducing the
propellant charge to minimize barrel wear and
other maintenance-related issues. I disagreed
with Gunner’s Mate Officer Second Class
Trong, because here we would be firing direct
fire, not providing shore support for friendly
units.
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Al =Kk Mortar Mk 2 Mod 0

81 mm Mortar
{https://laststandonzombieisland.com/2024/1
2/06/the-brown-water-navys-8 l mm-mortar-
mark-2/}

Khoang 04:30 H theo bdo céo tir Bai Chi Huy
(PCH), nhin 1én dinh dau t6i théy hai dém sang
bay that nhanh. Tét ca cac khau sung, ngoai
trir khau 76.2 ly va cay 81 ly, déu quay vé hai
muc tiéu di dong nay. Chimg mot tiéng dong-
hd sau, lai hai ddm sang bay tir hudng 9 gio
qua huéng 3 gid roi bién mét. Dén 06:00 H hai
d6m sang bay ngang chom Pai hung tinh. Lan
nay ddm sang thay rd hon hai lan dau, c6 1& 2
phan-luc co nay bay thdp hon. Lai mot phen
nita cac khau sung khong ngimg bam theo cac
muc tiéu di dong. By gid troi cing da gan
sang, t6i cho ba nhan vién van chuyén théo cac
day an toan va cdt co ¢ san lai luén. Khoang
08:30 H nhan vién than doi, t6i cho & mdi khau
sing duoc cir mot nhan vién vao nha an lay
phan in cho dong ban. Nhin ho chuyén ca chéo
(tép?) tir ngudi ndy sang ngudi khac dé diém
tam, t61 khong khdi x6t long cho ho hay x6t xa

Around 04:30 Hours, according to the report
from the Command Bridge, 1 looked up and
saw two bright spots flying fast. All the gun
turrets, except for the 76.2 mm and the 81 mm,
turned toward these two moving targets.
About an hour later, two more bright spots flew
from the 9 o'clock direction to the 3 o'clock
direction and then disappeared. By 06:00
Hours, two bright spots flew across the Big
Dipper constellation. This time, the bright
spots were clearer than on the first two
sightings; perhaps these two jet aircraft were
flying at a lower altitude. Once again, the gun
turrets tracked the moving targets relentlessly.
By then, the sky was nearly light; I told the
three transport crew members to remove the
safety ropes and raise the flag at the stern.
Around 08:30 Hours, the crew complained of
hunger; I allowed one person from each gun
turret to go to the mess hall to get meals for
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cho chinh than phan minh ciing thé boi t6i c6
hon gi ho dau?

their shipmates. Watching them pass bowls of
porridge (with shrimp?) from one person to
another for breakfast, I couldn't help feeling
pity for them—or perhaps pity for myself, as I
was no better off than they were.

constellation

Big
{https://science.howstuffworks.com/big-
dipper.htm}

Dipper

Ké tlr lic vao nhiém s tac chién cho dén khi
tac chién thuc su xay ra, to61 khong nh¢ Iénh
CHUAN BI TAC XA d3 ra bao nhiéu lan!
Muoi phut sau khi khai héa, chiing t61 duoc
biét qua ear-phone 1a Pai Chi Huy bi thuong
ning. Luc nay HQ 10 hau nhu van binh
thuong. Bao nhiéu hda luc hau nhu van ao at
vao chiéc 396 ctia Tau Cong. Cho dén gio phut
nay to6i van con nhd rd sau phat sing du tir
khau 81 ly, dén phat thtr hai dwoc diéu chinh
cao hon, Trung Si/Trong Phao Trong da chinh
xac nhdm vao chiéc 396 cua dich. Ngay Pai
Chi Huy cua tau dich 16e sang véi cot lua 16n
trong tiéng ho reo ctia nhan-vién. Cac khau 40
ly va 20 ly ao at nha dan, khong chiu buéng tha
tau dich. Ciing chinh trong lic nay nhan-vién
& ham may trudc duoc kéo 1én minh may ndm
den trong tiéng rén thét tham khéc cua ho. Béy
gior chiéc 396 nhu tién lai gan t6i hon tir phia
lai. Ha Si/Van Chuyén Ngo6 Van Sau va Ha
Si/Van Chuyén Lé Van T4y vin ngang nhién
ghi nong sting lam tron phan-syu ctia minh trude
tinh thin hdu nhu ban loan cta cac nhan-vién
khac. Rdi chimg 15 phat sau mot tiéng va
cham manh lam ching t6i té nhao trén san tau.
Tbi chot nghi dén chuyén tau 1én can vi ving
ndy c6 nhidu san hd. Sau nay khi ddo thoét toi

From the moment I took up my battle station
until actual combat broke out, I could not
remember how many times the order
“PREPARE TO FIRE” was given! Ten minutes
after opening fire, we learned through the
earphones that the Command Bridge had been
severely damaged. At this point, HQ 10 was
still more or less intact. Almost all firepower
continued to pour relentlessly into the Chinese
Communist vessel 396. To this day, I clearly
remember that after the first shot from the 81
mm gun, the second - adjusted higher - was
accurately aimed by Gunner’s Mate Officer
Second Class Trong at the enemy’s 396. The
enemy ship’s Command Bridge suddenly
flashed with a huge column of fire amid the
cheers of our crew. The 40 mm and 20 mm
guns unleashed a relentless barrage, refusing to
let the enemy ship go. It was at this very
moment that the forward engine room crew
members from below were hauled up, their
bodies blackened, screaming in excruciating
pain. By then, the 396 seemed to be closing in
on me from the port side. Quartermaster
Seaman Ngé Van Sau and Quartermaster
Seaman L& Van Tay steadfastly manned their
guns, fulfilling their duties despite the near
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méi biét HQ 10 dam vao ta ham chiéc 396.
Gi0 nay moi nhan vién trén chién- ham hau nhu
déu hoang mang néu khong noi mat hét tinh
than trong tiéng dan nd khap t tung va khoi
den mit mung cua con tau. Pau day thoang
bong mot nhén vién tur 16 cira tron trén san gilta
budc xuong cho biét tau dich sdp tran qua bit
song. Bing canh cira ra san i, toi chay ra san
sau xem x¢ét tinh hinh - Oi thoéi HQ 10 cua toi
da bat dong. Dudi chan t6i, sat chan ciu thang
1én san giita, Trung-Uy Co-Khi Thanh, nguoi
ban than-thiét cua t6i dang sdng suot thd doc
ting hoi. Nhin k¥ hon, toi thdy hai chan cta
Thanh hau nhu lia khoi than minh, mat may
chay den. Tat ca hé-théng lién lac ndi bd
khong con, chién ham t6i den. Nhan vién
phong tai bao cdo khong dap tat ndi ngon lia
va nude dang vao cac him may. Chay 1én san
gitra, t01 gdp nhan-vién diu Ham Pho Tri tya
lung vao thanh Khéu 42. Ham Pho ra 1énh dao
thoat gap, gid chung ta khong lam duoc gi hon.
Mot vai nhan vién chay ra san sau thong béo
dao thoat theo 1énh Ham Pho. Tur san gitra,
phia hitu ham, nhin vé chiéc bé cp ctru gid nay
da tr61 qua xa chung t6i. Toi ngao ngan nhay
khoi tau nhu nhimng nhén vién khac dé boi vé
phia chiéc bé gid nay chi con bang ngoén tay
cai. Co 18 t6i da mat it 1im 12 mudi phat méi
dén bé nbi cung chiéc phao ca nhan bén hong.
Khi 1én duoc bé ndi nhin lai dong ho thi no da
dung tir hoi 11:07 H. Hudng vé chiéc HQ 10,
con tau van con mit mung trong khoi den. Sau
lung t6i con mdi minh chiéc HQ 16 via
nghiéng vira chay vé huéng Tdy. Sau mdy
vong chay quanh bin x4i xa vao HQ 10, hai
chiéc tau dich 281 va 282 bo chay va tra lai su
yén lang thé lwong cho bién ca trong mau ning
héo hon ctia nhitng ngay cudi nim (4m lich).

panic gripping the rest of the crew. Then,
about 15 minutes later, a violent collision
knocked us sprawling across the deck. My first
thought was that our ship had run aground -
there were many coral reefs in the area. Only
later, when I escaped, did I learn that HQ 10
had rammed the port side of the 396. At this
point, nearly every man aboard our warship
was in a state of panic, if not completely
broken in spirit, amid the explosions erupting
everywhere and the thick black smoke
engulfing our ship. Somewhere nearby, a crew
member briefly appeared from the round hatch
on the mid-deck, stepping down to report that
the enemy ship was about to board and capture
us alive. Through the door to the aft deck, I ran
to the stern to assess the situation - oh God, my
HQ 10 was dead in the water. At my feet, right
by the stairs leading to the mid-deck,
Machinist’s Mate Lieutenant Junior Grade
Thanh - my close friend - lay sprawled,
gasping for breath. Looking closer, I saw that
both his legs were nearly severed from his
body, his face charred black. All internal
communication systems were gone; our
warship was plunged into darkness. The
damage control team reported they couldn’t
extinguish the fires, and water was flooding the
engine rooms. Running up to the mid-deck, I
found crew members supporting Executive
Officer Tri, who was leaning against the mount
of Gun 42. The Executive Officer ordered an
immediate evacuation - there was nothing
more we could do. A few crew members ran
to the stern, relaying the evacuation order.
From the mid-deck, starboard side, the rescue
raft was now drifting far beyond our reach.
Despairing, I jumped overboard like the others
and swam toward the raft, now no bigger than
my thumb. It must have taken me at least ten
minutes to reach the floating raft, with my
personal life preserver at my side. Once
aboard, I glanced at my watch - it had stopped
at 11:07 Hours. Looking back at HQ 10, our
ship was still shrouded in thick black smoke.
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Behind me, only HQ 16 remained, listing as it
fled westward. After several circles firing
furiously at HQ 10, the two enemy ships, 281
and 282, broke off and fled, leaving behind a
desolate silence over the sea under the wan
sunlight of the final days of the 1973 lunar
year.

20 mm anti-aircraft machining
gun{https://ussslater.org/20-mm}

40 mm Bofors
{https://distefano3dprint.com/products/1-72-
usn-single-40mm-bofors }
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Ha Si Van Chuyén Lé Vin T4y, HQ Nhat Tao
(Ho Téng Ham 10), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

Quartermaster Seaman L& Van Tay, HQ Nhat
Tdo {Minesweeper Frigate (MSF) 10},
Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa 01 19 1974.pdf}

T43-class fleet minesweeper 621, 396, & 398
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa 01 19 1974.pdf}
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HQ 16 - Tudn Duong Ham Ly Thudng Kiét - WHEC
HQ Ly Thuong Kiét (Tuan Dwong Ham 16),
Hai Quéan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
HQ Ly Thuong Kiét {High Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 16}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa_01 19 1974.pdf}

—

Life Raft
{https://distefano3dprint.com/products/1-16-
uss-pcf-life-raft-set}

Type aina-ls submarine
chaser 281 & 282
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Type 037 corv
ette}
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Chiéu 19/01/1974 (Afternoon of January 19,
1974)

Afternoon of January 19, 1974

Chleu nay blen hay con dong. Tung dot song
van v tinh vd vap lén bén chiée bé tap thé cia
chung toi trong su ving ling thé tham ctia mot
ngay chién ddu mét moi. Trén chiéc be thir hai
sau t0i, Trung Si/Quan Kho Tuén sip ra di vi
vét thwong nang trén tran, Trung Si/Van
Chuyén Pa dung nhimg soi ny lon budc chit
than minh vao chiéc bé cho chic an. Vao
khoang 17:30 H, xa xa & huéng Pong Bic
chung t6i thiy co bai cat tring cing hang ciy
xanh cua ddo Drummond. To6i diung 1én
khuyén khich moi ngudi hdy cung nhau rang
suc chéo Ve huéng nay. Nhiing tiéng dzo dzo
vang 1én mdi khi mai chéo (dung hon 1a nhing
manh gd g& ra tir chiéc bé nhé ma ban van
chuyén déng ldy dé son cdc tau khi con & Sai-
gon) khoén vao nudc. Nhung ching bao lau
nhiing tleng ho dz6 d6 ciing thua thot dan theo
mau ning cta chiéu tan. ROi hon dao
Drummond ciing bién theo bong dém. Moi
ngudi khong ai bao ai déu (dung tay nhu ngam
bao gi¢ day ta tam nghi, ro1 sang mai hay tiép
tuc. Thé 1a ching ti twa lung vao nhau nghi
khi nude ngdp téi nguc.

This afternoon, the sea was still calm. Wave
after wave crashed relentlessly against our four
collective rafts in the mournful silence of a
weary day of battle. On the second raft behind
me, Logistics Specialist Petty Officer Second
Class Tuan was about to pass away from a
severe forechead wound; Quartermaster Petty
Officer Second Class Da used nylon ropes to
tie his body securely to the raft for safety.
Around 17:30 Hours, far off in the northeast
direction, we spotted a stretch of white sand
beach along with a line of green trees on
Drummond Island. I stood up and encouraged
everyone to paddle together with all their
strength in this direction. The cries of "dzo
dzo" rang out each time the paddles (more
accurately, pieces of wood torn from the small
raft that the transport team had built back in
Saigon to paint the ship's hull) splashed into
the water. But soon those “dzd dz6” shouts
grew sparse, fading with the dying light of
dusk. Then Drummond Island vanished into
the shadows of night. Without anyone saying
a word, we all stopped paddling, as if silently
agreeing that we would rest for now and
continue in the morning. And so, we leaned
back against one another to rest as the water
rose to our chests.

Money
Island

Hon dao Drummond, Quﬁn bao Hoang Sa,
Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Drummond Island, The Paracel Islands,
Republic of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paracel Islands
#/media/File:CrescentGroup-annotated.jpg}
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Ngay 20/01/1974 (January 20, 1974)

January 20, 1974

Ham Pho Nguyén Thanh Tri da trat hoi thé
cudi cung vao 02:00 H sang ngay thang nay.
bay 1a bao céo ctia cac nhan-vién tur trén be thir
nam (chiéc bé di khong troi chung theo nhom
bbn beé ciia chung t6i). Sang sém hém nay
birng mat day, ting ngudi dimg 1én ¢b tim hon
dao Drummond thay ngay hém qua, nhung
than 61, dip may khong hai lén dén! Chung t6i
da troi dat to1 phuong nao r01 c6 I& da qua xa
vung hai chién ‘ngay qua roi. Can ctr vao su
troi dat ctia chiéc bé tap thé ngay hom qua khi
dao thoat khoi chiéc HQ 10, t6i cho rang
Drummond phai nam huéng Tay Bac cua
chung t6i. Bdn chiéc bé budc vao nhau van ndi
troi theo dong nudc, 1énh bénh theo con song.
Hai manh g dugc chuyén tir tay ngudi nay
sang tay ngudi khac. Sang nay chiing toi vang
nghe nhu trong gi6 c6 tiéng sting 16n nho. To6i
ciing khong quén cin din nhan vién trén bén
bé khi giao cho ho ba lon nuéc ngot rang dén
t6i m&i duoc udng nira. Toi van nhic di nhic
lai hoai v6i nhan vién rang d6i khong chét mau
nhu chét khat dau. Ta c6 thé nhin d6i khong
an nhung chiu khat khong qua mot ngay dé
khuyén nha ho udng that tiét kiém. Roi mot
ngay cling troi qua trong su moi mon cho doi
va hy vong. Hy vong mdt ban tay v6 hinh nao
d6 s& dua day chung troi dat vé véi loai nguoi,
dén mot ving nao ciing dugec mang hinh anh
cua su séng. Mot hoang dao nao dé cling dugc,
cho du chwa mot lan loai ngudi dat chan tdi,
ching t61 cling muu sinh dugc nhd vao loai
hai-au va cdy 14 ... Va v6i quin 4o nay trén
ngudi, chiing t6i s& mang cat dé danh cho mot
thang ngay nao do cho du la muoi, hai muoi
hay ba muoi sau néu con song, t6i s& mic vao
tr& vé voi loai nguoi khi loai tim duoc ching
t61. Nhung bai hoc hom qua d6i véi chiing toi
qué dat da kéo t6i vé véi thuc tai, toi ¢6 khuyén
nha cac nhan vién dimg budc 1én vét xe ci.
Rang néu dém qua chung ta dong long khong
nan chi thi dau dén ndi gio ndy con 1énh dénh
trong vo vong. Thé 1a ching thay phién di ca.
MOi phién c6 hai ngudi chéo tir mdi be. Trung

Executive Officer Nguyén Thanh Tri took his
last breath at 02:00 H this morning. This was
reported by crew members on the fifth raft (the
one that did not drift together with our group
of four). Early this morning, upon waking,
each person stood up trying to locate
Drummond Island that we had seen yesterday,
but alas, luck does not come twice! We had
drifted somewhere unknown, likely far beyond
the area of yesterday’s naval battle. Based on
the drift of our collective raft after escaping
from HQ 10, I believe Drummond must lie to
the northwest of us. The four rafts, tied
together, continued to float with the current,
bobbing along the waves. Two pieces of wood
were passed from hand to hand. This morning,
we faintly heard what seemed like the sound of
large and small gunfire in the wind. I also did
not forget to instruct the crew on the four rafts,
when handing them three cans of fresh water,
that they could only drink again until nightfall.
I kept repeating to them that hunger does not
kill as quickly as thirst. We can go without
food but cannot endure thirst for more than a
day, urging them to drink very sparingly. And
so, another day passed in weary waiting and
hope. Hope that some invisible hand might
push us drifting toward humanity, to any place
that bore the signs of life. Even some deserted
island would do, even if no human had ever set
foot there, because we could still survive
thanks to seabirds and plants ... And with the
clothes on our backs, we would keep them
stored for some day in the future - whether ten,
twenty, or thirty days later - if we were still
alive, we would wear them again to return to
humanity when it found us. But yesterday's
lesson was too costly for us, pulling me back
to reality; I tried to advise the crew not to
repeat the same mistake. If last night we had
been united and not discouraged, we wouldn't
still be adrift in hopelessness now. So, we took
turns on shifts. Each shift had two rowers from
each raft. Signalman Petty Officer Second
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Si/Giam Lo Vuong Thuong di giao cho Chuan
Uy Tat Nguu mot "la-ban tir" bo tui dé kiém
soat hudéng, con nhan-vién chéo dé y hudng
nhd vao chom sao Thién Hau Cassiopeia
(hudng Tay Bic).

Class Vuong Thuong handed Navy Ensign Tét
Nguu a pocket "magnetic compass" to help
steer, while the rowers paid attention to
direction using the Cassiopeia constellation (to
the northwest).

(constellation)
{https://universemap.net/cassiopeia/}

Cassiopeia

Ngay 21/01/1974 (January 21, 1974)

January 21, 1974

Tin Tirc Thoi Tiét hom nay: Bién 2; Van do
6/8; Gi6: Bong Bac; Vién Kién B9 (VKD): 8
Hai-ly.

Co 18 dé bu dép lai cong lao subt mot dém nhoc
mét thay phién di ca, sang nay khoang hon
06:00 H sang, chung t6i nhin thiy c6 anh hoa
chau 16e 1én tir huéng Bic. Co 18 tau ban tim
ctru? Sau hai ngay vo-vong sang nay chung to1
nhu bing tinh thdy anh chau-mau day hy vong.
Khi thiy dugc anh hoa chau, Thiéu Uy Hung
dé nghi rang bé anh s& tach roi khoi ba bé dé
¢6 thé chéo nhanh vé hudng c6 hoa chau dé cau
ctru. Chung t6i déu ddng ¥ vi cing di bon be
mot lac thi qua kho khan, chi bang dé mot be
di dén gip s& thong bao don vi tim cru nhanh
hon. Pam may xam c6 hinh dang mot con quéi
vat noi phat ra anh chau gid niay gan nhu ciing
tan bién vao nhitng cum may khac. Niém hy-
vong ching t6i vura tim duoc lai sdng nay ciling

Weather Report Today: Sea condition 2; Cloud
cover 6/8; Wind: Northeast; Visibility: 8
nautical miles.

Perhaps to compensate for the exhausting
effort of taking turns on watch all night, this
morning around 06:00 a.m., we saw flares
flashing from the north. Could it be a friendly
ship searching for us? After two hopeless days,
this morning we suddenly awakened to see
those flares - full of hope. Upon spotting the
flares, Navy Ensign Hung proposed that his
raft detach from the other three so they could
paddle quickly toward the flares to signal for
rescue. We all agreed, because moving four
rafts together was too difficult; it would be
better to let one raft reach them and notify the
rescuers faster. The gray cloud shaped like a
monster, from where the flares had come, had
now almost dissolved into other cloud clusters.
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tan theo. Tiéng rén cua Trung Si/Giam L9
Vuong Thuong cang lic cang yéu dan, chua
day ntra tiéng sau han ra di. Pén trwa hém nay
trén ba bé chi con hai lon nudc ngot, phan keo
dd hét tir chidu qua. K& tir luc nay tinh trang
lwong thuc that bi dat. Moi ngudi déu nhu
tuyét vong. Khong mot tia hy vong nao con le
161 dugc trong chiing t6i. Chung t6i chi con
ngdi chd. Cho gi day? - Chét? - Phai, cai chét
& ngay trude mat d6. Hay chd duge ctru sdng?
- Ciing c6 thé v6i hy-vong ctiia mot phan triéu:
clr ngdi yén day, khong hoat dong gi, roi lim di
itra cing thoi thop duoc nam hay sau ngay nira
nho vao s6 lugng m& du trir trong co thé. Day
1a giai phap bat budc va cubi cung cua chung
t61 (khong lam gi duoc hon!). Den 18:00 H thi
chiéc bé cua Thiéu Uy Hung vé nhap lai thanh
bdn be va budc chum nhau. Nhu thuong 1€,
mdi nguoi tim mot vi thé thoai mai nhét cho
minh (nhung van phai ton trong sy can bang
cho chiéc bé von di bi dan dich ban v&) dé co
thé ngdi ngl yén sudt dém. Néu bao 1a ngu thi
khong dung nghia, ma 1a ngdi yén dé thiép di
vi moi mét, doi khat va lanh gia. Cé khi ching
t61 chap chon duoc vai gidc ma déng hd moi
21:00 H. Thuong ST Quan Noi Truéng Chau
va Thuy Tht/Trong Phéo Va subt dém mé sang
nhay xuéng nuéc hodi lam kho 1iy nhiing
nhan-vién khac lot xudng nudc ludn vi bé mat
thang bang.

The hope we had just found this morning
vanished with it. Signalman Petty Officer
Second Class Vuong Thuong’s groans grew
weaker; less than half an hour later, he passed
away. By noon today, the three remaining rafts
had only two cans of fresh water left; the candy
had run out since yesterday afternoon. From
this point on, our food situation became truly
dire. Everyone fell into despair. Not a single
spark of hope flickered within us. We could
only sit and wait. But wait for what? - death?
Yes, death was right before our eyes. Or wait
to be rescued? Possible, with a one-in-a-
million chance: sit still, do nothing, and slowly
fade away. At least we might survive another
five or six days on our body’s fat reserves.
This was our only and final option (we could
do nothing more!). At 18:00 hours, Navy
Ensign Hung’s raft returned and rejoined us,
making four rafts again, lashed together in a
cluster. As usual, each man tried to find the
most comfortable position possible for himself
(while still maintaining the raft’s balance,
already shattered by enemy bullets) so we
could sit and sleep through the night. If we call
it sleep, it wasn’t true sleep—just sitting
motionless, dozing off from exhaustion,
hunger, thirst, and cold. Sometimes we drifted
in and out of shallow dreams, yet the clock
showed only 21:00 hours. Logistics Specialist
Warrant Officer Chau and Gunner’s Mate
Seaman Recruit Va deliriously jumped into the
water all night, dragging others overboard with
them as well whenever the raft lost its balance.

Ngay 22/01/1974 (January 22, 1974)

January 22, 1974

Con chon von trong con mé mét, lai bi danh
thire day vi bé dd bi dot. M6 mat nhin quanh,
khong mot bong dang chiéc bé nao khac hon
ngoai chiéc ciia minh. Gio nay di rang dong.
Phai doi sang nhan vién trén bé t6i mdi thay
phién dimg 1€n tim nhing chiéc bé kia. Mai
dén khi mit troi 1én cao, chung toi méi thay tit
tan ngoai xa mot chiéc bé d6. Nhin k hon nira
quanh t6i that xa ciing ¢6 hai chiéc bé do nita.
Tt phiit ndy t6i chi con biét sitc khoe nhan vién

Still drifting in and out of exhausted delirium,
we were jolted awake because our raft broke
apart. Opening my eyes and looking around,
there was not a single other raft in sight - only
ours. By now, dawn had already broken. We
had to wait until daylight for the crew on my
raft to take turns standing up to search for the
others. It wasn’t until the sun was high that we
finally spotted, far on the horizon, one red raft.
Looking even farther away, we saw two more
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trén be toi thoi gdm bay ngudi: Trung Uy: Hoa,
Thi, Mai, Chuan Uy Nguu, Thity Thi/Bi Thu
Thanh va Thuy Thi/Co Khi: Ha va Hoa. Pén
trra hom nay c6 ba nhan vién trén beé toi c6 stic
khoé¢ qua kém, co6 1¢ khong qua khoi dém nay.
D6 1a: Trung Uy/Hoa, Chuan Uy/Nguu va
Thuay Thi/Co Khi Hoa. Ho than van lanh, khat
va tiéu khong duoc. Tir sang nay toi phai ding
nudce tiéu ciia minh, sau khi chdp dugc mot con
cua con nhai ngau nghién. Dén xé chiéu Thuy
Tht/Bi Thu Thanh 1éch tAm than bd twong ra
giita tAm bung 1am giy hét miy miéng gd ké
lén trua qua. Gién thiang nay that!, to con
khong duogc tich su gi, lai hay than van rén ri
nita! Lai tiép tuc ngdm minh trong nudc nhu
nhitng ngay truée. Chiéu nay mot chiéc B52
bay tir huong Tay sang Pong. Gidng nhu chiéu
ngdy hom qua (bay tur Dong sang Tay) chlec
B52 chiéu nay van hién ngang bing minh vé
huéng Guam méc tinh cho ching t61 moi mon
lic v manh gidy bac trong tay xin cap cilru.
Thém lan nita ching t61 thim thia chir "BI BO
ROI!" Chiing t6i tiép tuc tim vé gidc nga ngdi
ngam trong-nudc ...

red rafts. From this moment on, I could only
account for the health of the seven men on my
raft: Navy Lieutenant Junior Grades Hoa, Thi,
Mai; Navy Ensign Nguu; Secretary Seaman
Recruit Thanh; and Machinist’s Mate Seaman
Recruit Ha and Hoa. By noon today, three men
on my raft were in critically poor condition and
likely wouldn’t survive the night: Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hoa, Navy Ensign
Nguu, and Machinist’s Mate Seaman Recruit
Hoa. They complained of a cold, thirst, and
inability to urinate. Since this morning, I’ve
had to drink my own urine - after catching and
voraciously devouring a small crab. By late
afternoon, Secretary Seaman Recruit Thanh
dragged his elephantine body to the center of
the raft, snapping all the wooden supports we
had placed at noon yesterday. I was furious
with the guy! So big and completely useless,
always whining and moaning! And once again,
he continued soaking himself in the water as
on previous days. This afternoon, a B-52 flew
from west to east. Just like yesterday afternoon
(when it flew east to west), today’s B-52
proudly streaked toward Guam, indifferent to
us desperately waving a piece of foil in our
hands, begging for rescue. Once again, we
deeply felt the sting of the words
“ABANDONED!” We continued seeking
sleep while sitting, soaked in the water...

B-52, States Air Force
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boeing_B-
52 Stratofortress}

United
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Guam
{https://kids.nationalgeographic.com/geograp
hy/u-s-states-and-territories/article/guam}

Kia! C¢ tau!

Tiéng tr mot nhan vién nao d6 trén bé toi la
lén. Bao cdp mit md bung. Mot thuong
thuyén son do va den. Nhu mot cai may, chung
t6i ai ndy deu khodn hai tay trong nudc ¢b dua
bé minh vé hudng con tau. M6t, hai, ba, Oi....
Tay khodn nu6c, miéng la Oi 1én mot luot may
ra tau mé&i nghe duge. Chiée 4o phao ca nhan
trén nguoi, toi o1 ra, dua 1én cao to1 Vay Bay
gio 1a 6:00 gio chiéu, va ning cling sip tat. Toi
dé nghi tit ca moi nguoi nhay khoi bé, vira boi
vira day bé di may ra nhanh hon. Chiéc bé van
i ra d6, chiang thdy nhich thém duoc ti nio.
Khéng biét vi trong mau t6i tau hay sirc khoe
chung t6i chang con bao nhiéu. C6 18 ca hai
nguyén do déu dang. Roi anh dén tir chiéc tiéu
dinh ciing huéng vé phia ching t6i. Tiéng
Trung Uy Ph.V. Thi thi thao bén toi: “Mai oi,
day la thuc hay 4o day Mai?” Khi nhan-vién
thuong thuyén dua toi 1én tau thi da 9:00 gio
dém. Pay la be thir ba dugc vét 1én tau. Dém
nay toi don giao thira trong con st mé man
nhu céc ban dong hanh khac ...

Look! A ship!

The shout came from a crew member on my
raft. All eyes snapped open. A merchant
vessel painted red and black. Like machines,
we all plunged our arms into the water,
desperately paddling our raft toward the ship.
One, two, three. Arms churning water, mouths
yelling “Hey!” all at once - maybe then the ship
would hear us. I took off my personal life
jacket, held it high, and waved it frantically. It
was now 6:00 p.m., and the sun was nearly
gone. [ urged everyone to jump off the raft and
swim while pushing it - maybe we’d move
faster. But the raft just sat there, not budging
an inch. Was it because we were racing to
reach the ship, or because we had almost no
strength left? Probably both.  Then a
searchlight from a small patrol boat swept
toward us. Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Ph.V. Thi whispered beside me: “Mali, is this
real or just an illusion, Mai?” When the
merchant ship’s crew hauled me aboard, it was
already 9:00 p.m. Ours was the third raft to be
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pulled up. That night, I greeted the Lunar New
Year’s Eve in a feverish daze, just like my
shipmates ...

Tau dau Kopionella cua Shell Hoa Lan
{tonyholt.co.uk} ctru vot 21 thuy thu doan
thuoc HQ Nhat Tao {HO Téng Ham 10 -
MineSweeper Frigate (MSF) 10}

Shell Tanker Kopionella from the Netherlands

regcued 21crew members of HQ Nhat Tao {Ho

Tong Ham 10 - MineSweeper Frigate (MSF)

10}

{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang
sa_01 19 1974.pdf}

Hai Quén Trung Uy Nguyén Bang Mai
K25 V5 Bi Da Lat

HQ/Trung Uy Nguyén Dong Mai

Hai Quan Trung Uy Nguyén Dang Mai
K25 Vd Bj Da Lat

Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Nguyén Dong
Mai, Republic of Vietnam Navy
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Chi-tiét va tong két
Quan s6 HQ 10:

Details and Summary
Crew of HQ 10:

Quan s6 HQ 10 = 73 Nhan vién (12 Si Quan,
s0 con lai 1a Ha ST Quan va Thuy Thu).

HQ 10 crew = 73 personnel (12 Officers, the
remainder being Petty Officers and Sailors).

Biét 15 c6 3 nhan vién vang mit vi 1y do dau
bénh hay vi Iy do khac khi HQ 10 ro1 Sai Gon
di cong tac. Ba nhan vién do la:

- Trung Si/Bi Thu Bang
- Trung Si/Co Khi Lan (goi la Lan Réau) va

- Trung Si/Co Khi Tang Cang

Trung Si/Bi Thu Bang 1a mot Ha S Quan Binh
lwong cua chién ham va ciing 1a ngudi lo cho
nhimg nhan vién sdng cling nhu nhimg nhan
vién tir thuong cua HQ 10 cho nén s& 1a nguoi
biét 16 hon ai hét vé quén sd ciling nhu ai con,
ai mat. Khong biét Trung Si/Bi Thu Bang hién
& dau, mat con nhu thé nao? Toi nghi Bang sé
1a Nguon Tin Tt Nhét.

Con Trung S7/Co Khi Lan c6 1€ cling da giup
Trung SiBang trong thoi gian dau kho d6. Véi
lai Lan c6 thé biét dong do6i cing nganh cua
minh hon nguoi khac. Trung Si/Co Khi Tang
Cang hinh nhu di Phép vi da n6i vay voi toi o
Guam.

It is known that 3 crew members were absent
due to illness or other reasons when HQ 10 left
Saigon on its mission. Those three were:

- Secretary Petty Officer Second Class Bang

- Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Lan (nicknamed Lan Rau) and

- Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Tang Cang

Secretary Petty Officer Second Class Bang
was a payroll Non-Commissioned Officer
(NCO) on the warship and was responsible for
caring for both the surviving and fallen crew
members of HQ 10. Therefore, he would be
the one who knows best about the personnel -
who survived and who did not. I don’t know
where Secretary Petty Officer Second Class
Bang is now or whether he is alive or dead. I
think Bang would be the Best Source of
Information.

As for Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second
Class Lan, he probably also assisted Secretary
Petty Officer Second Class Bang during that
painful time. Moreover, Lan might know more
about his fellow machinists than others.
Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Tang Cang apparently went to France, as he
told me so in Guam.

Tong s6 nhan vién dao thoat trén 5 chiéc phao
tap thé = 28 nguoi (biét r3). Co 8 nhan-vién
(biét 5 con s6 nhung khong nh¢ hét tén timg
ngudi) da chét vi vét thuong ning hoic stic qua
yéu do thiéu nuéc va thye pham trude khi duoc
tau Hoa-Lan ctru. Qua sang ngay 23/1/1974
nhan phat gidc Thuong Si/Quan Noi Truong
Chéu chét (ngdi trén toilet ¢ tau). S nguoi
sdng sot con lai 14 19.

The total number of personnel who escaped on
5 collective life rafts = 28 people (confirmed).
There were 8 personnel (known exactly in
number but not all names remembered) who
died from severe wounds or extreme weakness
due to lack of water and food before being
rescued by the Dutch ship. On the morning of
January 23, 1974, it was discovered that
Logistics Specialist Warrant Officer Chau had
died (found seated on the toilet aboard the
Dutch ship). The number of remaining
survivors is 19.
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S tir thwong theo HQ 10 =73 - (19 Pao Thoat
+1+8+3 Sai Gon) = 42 Nhan vién li¢t ké dudi
day:

» Ham Truéng/Thiéu T4 Nguy Van Tha, chét
nam sap trén Dai Chi Huy

« Ham Ph6/Pai-Uy Nguyén Thanh Tri, Khoa
17, (chét luc 2:00 A.M. ngay 20/1/1974 vi vét
thuong ¢ tran)
* Trung Uy Vi Van Bang, K19, ST Quan B¢
Tam, chét tai phong CIC. Ngay roi Sai-gon di
cong tac Trung Uy Ban c¢6 mang tdm hinh dta
con gai dau long chua day thang theo va cho
cac ST Quan trén tau xem. To6i khong biét vo
con cua anh gio ra sao?

« Trung Uy/Co Khi Nguyén Chi Thanh, K21,
ngudi & chung phong khi t6i vé Nha Trang hoc
hai nghiép trong mua quan-su 2 thang va ciing
la nguoi ban than, mat bi chdy nam den, hai
chan hau nhu lia khoi than ngudi duoc dwa 1én
tir hAm méy. T6inh¢ lac d6 Thanh di 6 it 1im
14 mot con rdi. T6i cho vo Thanh hay su vi¢c
khi chi gdp t61 ¢ Bénh Vién/Hai Quan ¢ Sai-
gon.

* Trung Uy/Co Khi Huynh Duy Thach, ti
Hang Hai Thuong Thuyén qua (Co-Khi-
Truong), da 1ap gia-dinh roi.

« Trung Uy Nguyén Vin Pong, K25 V5 Bi
Quéc Gia Viét Nam Dalat (toa soan), (Trudng
Khéu) chét mat mat tai khau 76.2 ly & san
trude.

« Thiéu Uy Vil Dinh Huan, K23 hay K24, Si
Quan/PhuTé truéng phién cho tdi, chét trén
bai Chi Huy (DCH) v6i Ham Truéng (HT)

« Thuong Si/Quan Noi Truéng Chau chét ngdi
trén toilet & tau.

Number of casualties according to HQ 10 =73
- (19 Escaped + 1 + 8 + 3 Saigon) =
personnel listed below:

* Commanding Officer/Navy Lieutenant
Commander Nguy Van Tha, died lying face
down on the Command Bridge.

« Executive Officer/Navy Lieutenant Nguyén
Thanh Tri, Class 17, (died at 2:00 A.M. on
January 20, 1974, from a forehead wound).

* Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Vi Van Bang,
Class 19, Third Officer, died in the Combat
Information Center (CIC). On the day he left
Saigon on the mission, Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Bang brought a photo of his first-born
daughter, not yet a month old, and showed it to
the officers on board. I don’t know what
happened to his wife and child?

* Machinist’s Mate Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Nguyén Chi Thanh, Class 21, who
shared a room with me when I was in Nha
Trang for two months of naval training and was
also a close friend; his face charred black, both
legs nearly severed from his body when he was
pulled from the engine room. I remember
Thanh had at least one child at the time. I
informed his wife of the incident when she met
me at the Naval Hospital in Saigon.

* Machinist’s Mate Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Huynh Duy Thach, transferred from
Merchant Marine (Chief Engineer), already
married.

« Lieutenant Junior Grade Nguyén Vin Dong,
Class 25 Republic of Vietnam Military
Academy Da Lat (editorial team), (Gunner’s
Mate) died faceless at the 76.2 mm gun on the
forward deck.

* Ensign Vi Dinh Huan, Class 23 or Class 24,
Assistant Officer of the Watch under me, died
on the Command Bridge (CB) with the
Commanding Officer (Ham Truong).

* Logistics Specialist Warrant Officer Chau
died while sitting on the toilet aboard the
Dutch ship.
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» Thuong Si/Vén Chuyén L& khong rd nhiém
sO tac chién ¢ dau trén tau. (tay 1ai)

» Trung S1/Co Khi Nguyén Tén ST. ¢4 1& da chét
tai ham may.

« Trung Si/Tham Xuat Lé Anh Diing.
« Trung Si/Pién Tt Trung lo truyén tin.

* Trung Si/Giam L§ Vuong Thuong ra di
khoang trua ngay 21/1/1974.

» Trung SV/Quin Kho Tuén (Trung Si/Vo
Tuyén Tuén) chét vao chiéu 19/1/1974.

* Trung Si/Trong Phao Nam (76 ly).

« 4 nhan-vién kia trén nhing chiéc phao khac
nén toi khong biét ho ra di luc ndo. Vao dém
22/1/1974 tau Hoa-lan vot 1én duoc 20 nhan-
vién tir 5 chiéc phao. Qua sang ngay 23/1/1974
nhan phat giac. Ha Si/Van Chuyén Lé Vin Tay,
hoc trung hoc tir Ban-Mé&-Thuot, ghi nong sing
cho dén gio phut chét, chét ¢ san 14i.

* Ha Si/Trong Phéo Trtr (76 ly).
* Ha Si/Trong Phao Hung mép (76 ly).

 Ha Si/Giam Lo Ng6 Van On.
* Thuy Thu/Trong Phao Buc u (76 ly).

* Thuy Thu/Dién Tt Thanh.

* Thuy Thu/Trong Phao Thi Van Sinh.

* Thuy Thu/Trong Phao Mén bi thwong va chét
tai khau 42 bén ta ham.

* Thuy Thu/Co Khi Dinh Hoang Mai.

» Ha Si/Van Chuyén Trir

* Quartermaster Warrant Officer L&, unclear
where his combat station was on the ship
(possibly helmsman).

* Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Nguyén Tan Si probably died in the engine
room.

* Operations Specialist Petty Officer Second
Class Lé Anh Diing.

* Electronics Technician Petty Officer Second
Class Trung handled communications.

* Signalman Petty Officer Second Class Vuong
Thuong passed away around noon on January
21, 1974.

» Logistics Specialist Petty Officer Second
Class Tuan (Radio Operator Petty Officer
Second Class Tu4n) died on the afternoon of
January 19, 1974.

* Gunner’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Nam (76 mm).

* 4 other crew members were on different rafts,
so I don’t know when they passed away. On
the night of January 22, 1974, the Dutch ship
picked up 20 crew members from five rafts.
The next morning, January 23, 1974, it was
discovered that Quartermaster Seaman L& Van
Tay, a high school student from Ban Mé Thuot,
who manned the gun barrel until the very last
moment, died on the aft deck of the Dutch ship.
* Gunner’s Mate Seaman Trir (76 mm).

* Gunner’s Mate Seaman Hung, the fat one (76
mm).

« Signalman Seaman Ng6 Van On.

* Gunner’s Mate Seaman Recruit Ptic u (76
mm).
 Electronics
Thanh.

* Gunner’s Mate Seaman Recruit Thi Van
Sinh.

« Gunner’s Mate Seaman Recruit Mén,
wounded and died at Gun 42 on the port side.
* Machinist’s Mate Seaman Recruit Dinh
Hoang Mai.

* Quartermaster Seaman Trir

Technician Seaman Recruit
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Hai Quan Thleu Ta Nguy Van Tha Ham
Truong HQ Nhat Tao (Ho Tong Ham 10), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Navy Lieutenant Commander Nguy Van Tha,
Commanding Officer, HQ Nhat Tao
{MineSweeper Frigate (MSF) 10}, Republic
of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa 01 19 1974.pdf}

Cac SVSQ/HQ Khoda 12 Dé-Nhdt Song Nguw

Khoa 12, Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai Quan
Nha Trang (8/1962-3/1964), B¢ Nhat Song
Ngu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
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Class 12, Nha Trang Naval Training Center
(8/1962-3/1964), First Pisces, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

{Vi Hiru San, “Hai Stu/Lugc-Su Hai-Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa”, trang 518, thang 7,
2012}

{Vi Htru San, “Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy”, page 518,
July 2012}

i

Trung S Co Khi Nguyen Tén Si, HQ Nhat Tao
(H6 Téng Ham 10), Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

Machinist’s Mate Petty Officer Second Class
Nguyén Tan Si, HQ Nhat Tao {MineSweeper
Frigate (MSF) 10}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa_01 19 1974.pdf}
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Trung Si Tham Xuét Lé Anh Diing, HQ Nhat
Tao (HO Téng Ham 10), Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam
Cong Hoa

Operations Specialist Petty Officer Second
Class Lé Anh Ding, HQ Nhat Tao
{MineSweeper Frigate (MSF) 10}, Republic
of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa_ 01 19 1974.pdf}
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Tao (HO Téng Ham 10), Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam
Cong Hoa

Machinist's Mate Seaman Recruit BPinh Hoang
Mai, HQ Nhat Tao {MineSweeper Frigate
(MSF) 10}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/hoang

sa 01 19 1974.pdf}

S6 ngudi song sot con lai 1a 19 (biét 15 con sb
nhung khong nhd hét tén tirng nguoi):

« Trung Uy Ngé Vin Hoa, HQ Pic Biét. Ngo
Vin Hoa, Khéa 1 Dic Biét ST Quan duy nhat
duoc thing Pai Uy, khong biét dang ¢ dau
(Thing cip Pai Uy tai Bénh Vién Da Nang.
Mit & Saigon.)

« Trung Uy: Pham Vian Thi, K20 (Khoa 20),
Pham Van Thi hinh nhu di Canada nam 1975.

« Trung Uy Nguyén Pong Mai, Vo Bi Pa Lat
K25 (Tbi)

The number of remaining survivors was 19 (I
know the exact number, but cannot recall all
their names):

* Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Ng6 Van Hoa,
Special Officer Class. Ngo6 Van Hoa, the only
officer from Special Officer Class 1, was
promoted to Navy Lieutenant, whose
whereabouts are unknown (Promoted to Navy
Lieutenant at Pa Nang Hospital. Passed away
in Saigon.)

* Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Pham Van
Thi, Class 20; Pham Van Thi apparently went
to Canada in 1975.

» Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Nguyén Pong
Mai, Republic of Vietnam Military Academy
ba Lat Class 25 (Myself)
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» Thiéu Uy Hung K23 hay K24 (?) nhiéu Hung
(co 1€ song & My vi c6 gdp & Guam nam 1975).

« Chuin Uy Tat Nguu Si Quan/AT, Officer
Candidate School (OCS) Khoa 10.

* Ha S1/Bi Thu? Hoang hinh nhu 14 Ha ST Quan
duy nhét duoc thing Trung Si/Bi Thu.

* Thuy Thu/Co Khi Ha (Ha Si Trong Phao?)
thang-cap Ha Si1 Trong Phdo: Vuong-Van Ha
277)

* Thuy Thu/Co Khi Hoa

« Thuy Thi/Van Chuyén Long

* Thiy Thu/Bi Thu A

* Thuy Thu/Trong Phao Va

« Con 8 nhan vién séng sot con lai t6i khong
nh¢d duoc 1a ai.

* Navy Ensign Hung, Class 23 or 24 (?) - there
were many named Hung (likely living in the
U.S., as I met one in Guam in 1975).

« Navy Ensign T4t Nguu, Officer/AT, Officer
Candidate School (OCS) Class 10.

* Secretary Seaman? Hoang - apparently the
only non-commissioned officer (NCO)
promoted to Secretary Petty Officer Second
Class.

* Machinist’s Mate Seaman Recruit Ha
(Gunner’s Mate Seaman?) promoted to
Gunner’s Mate Petty Officer Third Class:
Vuong Van Ha 77?)

* Machinist’s Mate Seaman Recruit Hoa

* Quartermaster Seaman Recruit Long

* Secretary Seaman Recruit A

* Gunner’s Mate Seaman Recruit Va

* The remaining 8 survivors - I cannot recall
who they were.

Ha ST Nhét Trong Phéo Vuong Van Ha, HQ
Nhat Tao (HO Tong Ham 10), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
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Gunner’s Mate Petty Officer Third Class
Vuong Van Ha, HQ Nhat Tao {MineSweeper
Frigate (MSF) 10}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _
Hai_Su Tuyen Tap.pdf}
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