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HAI QUAN VIET NAM CONG HOA (VNCH)
ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA, USA
SUNDAY, AUGUST 02, 2026

MUC LUC — TABLE OF CONTENTS

HINH ANH oottt ss sttt 2
DIEU VAN = EULOGY -..cuveuvireirtiaiseeseeesessesssss s sttt sssssssssssesssessssssnsssasees 8
Kinh thua toan thé @Ia qUYEIN, .......c.vu oo 8
Honored guests, fellow veterans, family, and friends, ...........cccoeoveeriieiienieeiieieeee e 8
Mot Doi Tan Tuy va Danh DU ......ooeoieieeeeeee et 8
A Life of DUty and HONOT ........coociiiiiiiiieieeteee ettt e be e esaae e 8
Ganh Nang Luu Vong va Di San Hoa Binh .........cccooiiiiiiiieeeeee e 9
The Burden of Exile and the Legacy 0f Peace .........ccoocvveiiiiiiiiiiieiiiieeeeeeee e 9
LT Ti80 BISt CUST CUNE ...t een e 10
FINal FArEWell.....c..ooiiiiiiieiiee ettt ettt ettt esnaeebeeenneenseas 10

Page 1 of 10



Page 2 of 10



Page 3 of 10



Page 4 of 10



Page 5 of 10



Page 6 of 10



Page 7 of 10



PIEU VAN - EULOGY

Kinh thwa toan thé gia quyén,
Kinh thua quy vi quan khach,
Kinh thua cac chien hiru,

Honored guests, fellow veterans, family, and
friends,

Chiing ta té tuu vé day ngay hom nay voi long
nang triu n01 budn, nhung ciing diy niém tu
hdo sdu sic, dé vinh danh va tudng ni€ém cudc
doi hién hach cua Hai Quan (HQ) Pai Ta
Nguyén Xuan Son. Chiing ta cung sat canh bén
nhau dé tuong nhd mot nguoi Nién Trudng
(NT) hét long vi gia dinh, mot chién si tot
nghiép Truong Si Quan Hai Quan Nha Trang,
va mot cap chi huy qua cam, nguoi da cong
hién ca tu6i thanh xuén cho su nghi¢p bao v¢
qué huong.

Xin goi 161 chia budn sau sic nhit dén hién thé
ctia NT, cling cac con va cac chau. N&i mat mat
ctia gia-dinh NT ciing 14 ndi mat mat chung cta
tat ca cac chién hitu (CH) HQ di timg sat canh
v6i NT trong quan ngii, nhitng ngudi thau hiéu
hon ai hét sy hy sinh 16n lao ma NT di danh
cho dat nudc va qué huong.

We gather here today with heavy hearts, but
also with profound pride, to honor and
celebrate the remarkable life of Navy Captain
Nguyen Xuan Son. We stand together to
remember a devoted family man, a graduate of
the Vietnamese Naval Academy, and a
courageous leader who dedicated his youth to
the defense of his homeland. To his wife, his
children, and his grandchildren, we offer our
deepest condolences. Your loss is shared by an
entire community of brothers-in-arms who
understand the true depth of his sacrifice.

Mot Poi Tan Tuy va Danh Du

A Life of Duty and Honor

NT Nguyén Xuin Son timg theo hoc chuong
trinh trung hoc Phép tai Lycée Jean Jacques
Rousseau, Sai Gon trudc khi gia nhap Hai
Quén Viét Nam méi thanh lap vao dau thap
nién 1950.

Captain Nguyen Xuan Son received a French
high school education at Lycée Jean Jacques
Rousseau, Saigon before joining the newly-
established Vietnamese Navy in the early
1950’s.

NT Son thudc vé mot thé hé anh hung da nghe
theo tiéng goi ctia t6 qudc tir tudi 17, trong mot
giai doan lich sir ddy bién dong & qué huong.
La mot sT quan HQ Quan Lyc (QL) Viét Nam
Cong Hoa (VNCH), NT da ganh nhiéu trong
trach 16n. NT da khong chon con dudng bang
phang, d& dang. Nhung NT chon dén than noi
tring duong 10ng gié v6i mudn van tric trd.
NT Son lan lugt dam nhiém chic vu ham
truong cac chién ham nhu HQ 330, HQ 04 va
HQ 09, chi huy nhitng thuy thu doan véi quyet
tam sat d4 nham bao vé ty do va chu quyén cta
mién Nam Viét Nam.

Captain Son belonged to a generation of heroes
who answered the call of duty at age 17 during
one of the most turbulent chapters of Vietnam’s
History. As an officer in the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, he bore the weight of immense
responsibility. He did not choose the easy path.
Instead, he chose the open, unpredictable seas,
commanding successively ships such as HQ
330, HQ 04, and HQ 09 and sailors with a
strong commitment to protecting the freedom
and sovereignty of South Vietnam.

Vao cudi thap nién 1960, NT Son chuyén tir
nhi€ém vu trén bién vé dadm nhiém chirc vu Tu

In the late 1960s, Captain Son transitioned
from sea duty to command the 3rd Coastal
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Lénh Vung 3 Duyén hai. Tai day, NT da lanh
dao cac chién dich ngdn chdn céc cudc xam
nhap bing dudng bién cua lyc lvong Cong san
doc theo 200 hai 1y bd bién ctia mién Nam Viét
Nam.

Zone, where he interdicted Communist
seaborne infiltration along 200 miles of
coastline and river deltas.

Sau khi t6t nghiép chwong trinh cao cap tai Dai
Hoc Hai Chién Hoa Ky (U.S. Naval War
College) & Newport, tiéu bang Rhode Island,
NT Son dugc bd nhiém lam Phy td Tham muu
truong Pac trach Nhan vién tai Bo Tu 1énh
HQ. Trén cuong vi nay, NT da giam sat qua
trinh phat trlen nhanh chong cua HQ VNCH,
nang téng sd quan sb 1én dén 40, 000 quan mot
cach nhanh chong dé dép ing nhu cau ctia ham
doi.

Following his graduation from the senior
curriculum at the U.S. Naval War College in
Newport, Rhode Island, he was appointed
Deputy Chief of Staff for Personnel at RVN
Naval Headquarters. In this capacity, he
oversaw the rapid expansion of the South
Vietnamese Navy, successfully increasing its
strength to 40,000 personnel to meet fleet
demands.

Vao cudi ndm 1972, trong bdi canh chién tranh
cang ngdy cang khoc liét, NT Son dugc bd
nhi¢m lam Tu 1énh Ham d6i. Trong vai tro then
chét nay, NT chi huy khoang 700 si quan va
7,000 thuy thu, quan ly mot ham déi da dang
bao gdm khoang 80 chién ham cing céac loai
thuyén chién ¢& nho. NT da nam giir chirc vu
chi huy trong yéu nay cho dén nhirng ngay cubi
ctia cudc chién vao nam 1975.

As the Vietnam War intensified, Captain Son
was appointed Fleet Commander in late 1972.
In this prestigious role, he commanded
approximately 700 officers and 7,000 sailors,
managing a diverse fleet of roughly 80 ships
and smaller watercraft. He held this vital
command until the final days of the war in
1975.

Ganh Nang Luu Vong va Di San Hoa Binh

The Burden of Exile and the Legacy of
Peace

Khi dong lich sir chuyén bién vao thang Tu
nam 1975, NT Son phai d6i phé véi mot ganh
nang méi. Nhu bao chién hitu cia minh, NT
ngdm ngui tiéc thuong cho mot qubc gia da
mat. Dat chan 1én xr nguoi v6i hai ban tay
trang, NT phai dbi mat voi thir thach gian truén
khi phai gay dung lai cudc doi tir con s6 khong.

When the tides of history turned in April 1975,
Captain Son carried a heavy burden. Like so
many of his fellow servicemen, he mourned a
lost fatherland. Landing on a foreign shore
with nothing, he faced the daunting task of
rebuilding his life from scratch.

Thé nhung, ngay ca trong k1ep song luu vong,
NT Son khong hé ddnh mat pham gia va nhiing
gia tri nén tang cia minh. NT d3 chon nhin vé
tuong lai dé tao nén mét di san dugc dinh nghia
bang y chi kién cuong thay cho long oan han.
NT d3 nudi nang mot gia dinh & ém am, truyén
lai cho con chau nhiing gia tri vé sy can cu va
long chinh truc. NT cling chu dong lya chon
mot triét Iy sdng 6n hoa, hudng toi tuong lai va
che chd céc con, cac chau khoi nhiing xung dot
giita cac thé hé. NT ling 1& mang nhitng vét
thuong 1ong, va luén ludn 1a mot chd dua viing
chai cho nhirng ngudi biét NT

Yet, even in exile, Captain Son never lost his
dignity or his foundational values. He chose to
look forward, building a legacy defined by
resilience rather than resentment. He raised a
beautiful family, passed down the values of
hard work and integrity, and consciously chose
a philosophy of peace and forward-looking
hope for his descendants, shielding them from
generational feuds. He carried his wounds
silently, standing as a quiet pillar of strength
for everyone who knew him.
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Loi Tién Biét Cudi Clung

Final Farewell

Ho6m nay, chuyén hai hanh dai ciia NT Nguyén
Xuan Son da chanh thtrc ngung lai. Nhiing
ving bién dong dir doi thoi trai tré ciia NT gio
day da binh yén, va ganh nang lich st trén vai
cling da dugc trat bo. Du cho qué huong ma
NT timg chién dau can truong dé bao vé khong
con nira, nhung nhirng 1y tuéng NT hang theo
dudi - Ty do, Danh du va T6 qudc - s& mai mai
truong ton, song dong qua gia dinh ciia NT va
trong ky urc cua cac CH HQ.

Today, Captain Nguyen Xuan Son’s long
watch has finally ended. The rough seas of his
youth have calmed, and the heavy burdens of
history have been lifted from his shoulders.
Though the country he fought so bravely to
protect is gone, the ideals he stood for—
Freedom, Honor, and Country—Ilive on vividly
through his family and the memories of his
navy brothers-in-arms.

Thay mat Hoi Ai-Hiru HQ Florida, xin kinh
can nghiéng minh trudc vi NT dang kinh cua
chung t6i. Nhan tién, toi xin phép duge chuyén
161 thanh kinh phan wu cia NT Chu Ba Yén,
dai dién cho toan thé ST Quan (SQ) HQ Nha
Trang Khoa 11. Xin cdm on NT vi long tan
tuy, hy sinh va y chi quit cudng bat khuat.
Nhing CH HQ xin dugc gio tay chao tién biét
NT lan cu01 cung.

To our beloved Captain: Thank you for your
service, your sacrifice, and your unyielding
spirit. Your crewmates salute you one final
time.

Nguyén cau cho huong linh NT duoc yén nghi
noi c¢di vinh hang.

May you find eternal peace in the calm waters
of the Lord's embrace.

Fair winds and following seas, Captain. Rest in
peace.

Lam Nguon Trong, Hau Dué
Hoi Ai Hiru Hai Quan Florida
Saint Petersburg, FL.
8/02/2026

Lam Nguon Trong, Hau Dué
Hoi Ai Hiru Hai Quan Florida
Saint Petersburg, FL.
8/02/2026
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