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CHUYEN RA KHOI BI HUNG {DRAMA
ON THE HIGH SEAS}

DRAMA ON THE HIGH SEAS

HQ Tran Hung Pao (Khu Truc Ham 1), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

HQ Tran Hung Pao {Destroyer Escort, Radar
Picket (DER) 1}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

Vao gitra thang 4, 6ng Erich F. von Marbod,
Ph6 Phy T4 Bo-Truong Qudc-Phong Hoa-Ky
(Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense) (Comptroller) ciing phuy ta ciia Ong 1a
ong Richard Lee Armitage, dén Trung-Tam
Hanh-Quén Hai-Quan ban vé van dé di tan
Hai-Quéan Viét-Nam. Ong Marbod va ong
Armitage yéu cau Hai-Quén soan thio mot
1énh hanh quéan di tan, nham muc dich di tan
tdi da Luc-Luong Hai-Quan, gém tat ca chién
ham, chién dinh, binh si va gia dinh.

In mid-April, Mr. Erich F. von Marbod, U.S.
Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of
Defense (Comptroller), and his assistant, Mr.
Richard Lee Armitage, visited the Naval
Operations Center to discuss the evacuation of
the Republic of Vietnam Navy personnel. Mr.
Marbod and Mr. Armitage requested the Navy
to draft an operational evacuation order aimed
at evacuating the maximum number of naval
forces, including all warships, patrol boats,
personnel, and their families.
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Erich F. von Marbod (?-?), Pho Phu Ta B¢
Truéng Qudc Phong Hoa Ky (Phu Trach Ngan
Sach)
{https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31KsKR
JeLVs}

Erich F. von Marbod (?-?), U.S. Principal
Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defence
(Comptroller)
{https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=31KsKR
JeLVs}

Richard L.
{https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-I1-
armitage}

Armitage (1945-)

Richard L. Armitage (1945-)
{https://www.cnas.org/people/richard-I1-
armitage}

Hai-Quén dugc yéu cau dit min pha nhiing u
nbi va co so truyen tin cua Hai-Quan. Hai-
Quan tir chéi, vi:

e N¢éu phai di tan, Hai-Quan s& ra di sau
cung; vi vady, co s& truyén tin rat can
thiét cho Hai-Quan.

e Phé cac u ndi s& gdy nhiéu tiéng nd 16n
va nhiéu dam chay, khién dong bao
cang kinh hoang thém, tinh trang cang
ri ren thém.

The Republic of Vietnam Navy was requested
to lay mines to destroy its floating docks and
communications facilities. The Navy refused

because:

e If evacuation were necessary, it would
depart last; therefore, its
communication facilities were
essential.

e Destroying its floating docks would
cause many loud explosions and many
fires, further terrifying the civilian
population and exacerbating the
already chaotic situation.

Hai-Quéan Pai-Ta Do Kiém, Tham-Muu-Pho
hanh quén, yéu cau Hoa-Ky gitup d& thiét thyuc
va nhanh chéng dé binh si, gia dinh va chién
cu Hai-Quan khong lot vao tay Cong-San.
Ong Marbod va dng Armitage hira sé lo tat ca
néu luc lwong Hai-Quan ra khoi bo 12 hai Iy.
Diém tap trung 1a Con-Son.

Navy Captain Do Kiem, Vice Chief of Staff for
Operations, requested that the United States
provide practical and quick assistance so that
the Republic of Vietnam Navy personnel, their
families, and equipment would not fall into the
hands of the Vietnamese Communists. Mr.
Marbod and Mr. Armitage promised to take
care of everything if the naval forces moved
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beyond 12 nautical miles from the shore. The
meeting point was Con-Son.

*J’ Sy

Hai-Quéan Pai-Ta P4-Kiém, {Hoc Vién Hai
Quéan Phap Khoa 3 (9/1954 — 12/1956)},
Tham-Muu-Phé Hanh-Quan, Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa

*‘- Sy

Navy Captain D6 Kiém, {Ecole Navale Class
3(9/1954 — 12/1956)}, Vice Chief of Staff for
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy

Hoc Vién Hai Quan Phap, Brest, Phap
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole navale-IMG 006.jpg}

France

Ecole Navale, Brest,
{https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/com
mons/1/12/Ecole navale-IMG 006.jpg}
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Laos
L Vietnam
Cambodia
South China
Sea
#COn Son
Island .
Con Son, Vigt Nam Cong Hoa

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B4n_S
%C6%Al1n_Island}

Laos
L Vietnam
Cambodia
South China
Sea
+COn Son
Island .
Con Son, Republic of  Vietnam

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/C%C3%B4n_S
%C6%Al1n_Island}

Mot van dé dang luu y 13, cho dén gid phut do,
Hai-Quan Viét-Nam, 6ng Marbod cling nhu
6ng Armitage van chua nghi dén, hoic dé cap
dén, mot giai phap nao cho Hai-Quan sau khi
Hai-Quan rdi hai phan Viét-Nam.

A noteworthy issue is that, until that moment,
neither the Republic of Vietnam Navy nor Mr.
Marbod or Mr. Armitage had considered or
discussed any solution for the Navy after it left
South Vietnamese territorial waters.

Trong thoi gian hai vi dan chinh cao cap cua
Hoa-Ky dang ban tinh ké hoach di chuyén s
luong khéng 16 quan dung ra khoi Nam Viét-
Nam thi, tai Xuan-Loc, nhiéu dai don vi Bic
quén do tuéng Viét-Cong Van-Tién-Diing diéu
dong tir Phan-Rang vao, gip ngay su chong cu

While the two senior U.S. civilian officials
were discussing plans to move a massive
amount of military equipment out of South
Vietnam, at Xuan Ldc, numerous major North
Vietnamese army units, mobilized from Phan
Rang under the command of Viet Cong
General Van Tién Diing, encountered fierce
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manh liét‘ cua Su-boan 18 B6-Binh V.N.C.H.,
dudi quyén chi huy cia Tudng Leé-Minh-Dao.

resistance from the 18th Infantry Division of
the Republic of Vietnam Army, led by General
L& Minh Ddo.

o
§ ‘T‘rﬁv

Tran Xuan Loc,

Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa
{https://historica.fandom.com/wiki/Battle of
Xuan Loc?file=Battle of Xuan Loc.png}

Battle of Xuan Loc, Republic of Vietnam
{https://historica.fandom.com/wiki/Battle of
Xuan Loc?file=Battle of Xuan Loc.png}

Binh,
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%AA __
Minh %C4%90%E1%BA%A30}

Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Republic of Vietnam Army Infantry
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%AA __
Minh %C4%90%E1%BA%A30}

Thiay kho pha v phong tuyén Xuén-Loc,
Tuéng Van Tién Diing lién lac trung wong
Dang, xin trién han ngay kéo quan vao Thi-Do
Nam Viét-Nam. Nhung B0-Chinh-Tri dang

Seeing the difficulty in breaking through the
Xuan Loc defense line, General Van Tién
Diing contacted the Communist Party Central
Committee, requesting an extension of the date
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Cong-San lap lai quyét dinh: Phai tién chiérr}
Saigon trudc thang 5 d€ mung sinh nhat HoO
Chi Minh, 19 thang 5!

for the advance into the South Vietnamese
capital. However, the Communist Party's
Politburo reaffirmed its decision: Saigon must
be captured before May to celebrate H5 Chi
Minh's birthday on May 19!

Ngay 17 thang 4, trong budi hop si quan céac
cép tai cAu-lac-bo-ndi, Khéi Hanh-Quan nhan
manh rﬁng ké hoach di tan dugc thi hanh tdt
dep. Tuy nhién, tit ca phai & lai nhiém sé cho
dén phut chot; néu phai ra di thi cung di.

On April 17, during a meeting of naval officers
of all ranks at the floating club, the Naval
Operations Command emphasized that the
evacuation plan was being executed smoothly.
However, everyone was to remain at his/her
post until the very last moment; if departure
were necessary, everyone would leave
together.

Ngay 21 thang 4, tuyén Xuan-Loc v&! Thu do
Saigon rung dong! Tiép theo 13 sy tir chic cia
Téng Théng Nguyén Vian Thiéu va Phé Tong
Théng Tran Vin Huong 1én thay. Nhimng bién
chuyén d6 khién Hai-Quan phai c6 nhiing
quyét dinh cap ky.

On April 21, the Xuan Ldc defense line
collapsed! The capital, Saigon, was shaken!
This was followed by the resignation of
President Nguyén Vin Thiéu, with Vice
President Tran Vin Huong taking over. These
developments forced the Republic of Vietnam
Navy to make urgent decisions.

U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson, U.S. Army
General William C. Westmoreland, Téng
Théng Nguyén Vin Thiéu, va Pho Téng Thong
Nguyén Cao Ky dung chyp hinh chung vao
thang 10 nam 1966
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%B
B%385n Cao K%E1%BB%B3#/media/File:V
ietnamkriegPersonen1966.jpg}

U.S. President Lyndon B. Johnson, U.S. Army
General William C. Westmoreland, President
Nguyen Van Thieu, and Vice President
Nguyen Cao Ky together in October 1966
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%B
B%85n_Cao K%E1%BB%B3#/media/File:V
ietnamkriegPersonen1966.jpg}
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By

Vice President Tran Van Huong (1902-1982),
Republic of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%
A7n V%C4%83n _H%C6%B0%C6%A Ing}

Ngay 25 thing 4, Dai-T4 Nguyén Xuan Son
cung di vé1 mot si quan than tin, Hai-Quan
Trung-T4 Trinh Tién Hung, dén co quan
MACV (Navy Section) — trong khi My dang
thiéu hay tai liéu — dé nhan mat ma lién lac véi
Pé That Ham-Doi Hoa-Ky.

On April 25, Navy Captain Nguyén Xuan Son,
accompanied by Navy Commander Trinh Tién
Hung, a trusted officer, visited the Military
Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV,
Navy Section) — while the Americans were
destroying documents — to receive the
communication codes for contacting the U.S.
Seventh Fleet.




Hai-Quan Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975

(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 9

Hai-Quén Pai-T4 Nguyén Xuan Son, Tu-Lénh
Ham-Doi, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Navy Captain Nguyen Xuan Son, Fleet Forces
Commander, Republic of Vietnam Navy

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoa 4 (02/1954 — 12/1954), B¢ Nhat Bac Giai

Frung Tim Hudn Luyén Hil Quiin
Nha Traung

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Vigt Nam Cong Hoa
{http://hqvnch.net/default.asp?id=587&lstid=
62}

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 4
(02/1954 — 12/1954), First Cancer

Frung Tim Huin Luyén Hil Quiin
Nha Trang

. u(- * PP
_,:‘.-.._._ -e:.'.._i.’ #1 ‘ ;l‘ ﬁl‘r t“?v ._“ o : {

Nha Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of
Vietnam Navy
{http://hqvnch.net/default.asp?id=587&lIstid=
62}




Hai-Qudan  Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Command, Vietnam
Headquarters
{https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: MACV

HQ 1969.jpg}

Military  Assistance
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Military Assistance Command, Vietnam
(MACYV) Headquarters
{https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/File: MACV

HQ 1969.jpg}

Thoi gian nay, vai Ham-Trudng dua gia dinh
1én chién ham khi chwa c6 1énh khién thuy tha
doan bat man. Bo-Tu-Lénh cho diéu tra. Két
qua, hai Ham-Trudng bi cach chirc. Mot trong
hai vi d6 1a Ham-Trudng HQ 800.

During this time, some Commanding Officers
brought their families aboard warships without
orders, causing dissatisfaction among the
crew. The Republic of Vietnam Navy
Headquarters ordered an investigation. As a
result, two Commanding Officers were
relieved of their duties. One of them was the
Commanding Officer of HQ 800.

o i e
- ot

HQ Mj¥-Tho (Yém-Tro-Ham 800), Hai Quan
Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa {Hai St/Lugc St Hai
Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

S

{Auxiliary General Purpose
(AGP) 800}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Cung ngay, Hai-Quan Dai-T4 Bui Kim
Nguyét, Chi-Huy-Truong Hai-Quan Bi¢t-Khu
Thu-D9, chi thi Hai-Quan Trung-Ta Nguyén
Kim Khanh tiép nhan cac kho xdng tai Nha-
B¢; vi tt ca giam dbc di bo di.

On the same day, Navy Captain Bui Kim
Nguyét, Commander of the Naval Capital
Special Zone, instructed Navy Commander
Nguyén Kim Khanh to take over the fuel
depots at Nha B¢, as all the directors had fled.
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[ -corps
1I-Corps
[E] mr-corps

IV-Corps

A= I CORPS
%G nang

Thu-bo
{https://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp}

[ -corps
1I-Corps
[E] mr-corps

IV-Corps

{e= 1 corPs

Capital Special Zone (Saigon-Gia Dinh area)
{https://www.vietnambattlefieldtours.com/tou
rs/ctz/zones.asp}

Nha B¢, Viét Nam Hoa
{https://brownwater-
navy.com/vietnam/photos2/NB-MZ-

dockair.jpg}

Cong

B¢,
{https://brownwater-
navy.com/vietnam/Nha Be.htm}

Nha Republic of  Vietnam
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Lic nay, Lién-Boan 33 tai Nha-Be, do Hai-
Quan Trung-Ta Nguyén Kim Khanh chi huy,
gom cac don vi:

At this time, Task Force 33 at Nha B~é,
commanded by Navy Commander Nguyén
Kim Khénh, consisted of the following units:

e Giang-Doan 28 Xung-Phong e River Assault Group 28
e Giang-Doan 30 Xung-Phong e River Assault Group 30
e Giang-Doan 51 Tuin-Tham e River Patrol Group 51

e Giang-Poan 91 Truc-Loi e Minesweeping Group 91

Nhiém vu va vung hoat dong cua Lién-Poan
33 1a tuan tidu, giit an ninh cac thay 16 quan
trong nhu song Long Tau, song Soai Rap va
quanh Saigon. O phan vu ndy, sudt thoi gian
di tan, nhitng don vi ké trén da tich thu vii khi
va ruou manh trén cac thuong thuyén tir mién
Trung vao.

The mission and operational area of Task
Force 33 was to patrol and maintain security
on critical waterways such as the Long Tau
River, the Soai Rap River, and the areas
surrounding Saigon. In this role, during the
evacuation period, the aforementioned groups
of Task Force 33 confiscated weapons and
alcoholic liquor from merchant vessels
arriving from Central Vietnam.

Song Long Tau, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%B2ng
T%C3%A0u_River}

Long Tau River, Republic of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%B2ng
T%C3%A0u_River}

au dau Esso Yokohama van chuyén trén song
Long Tau ngang can cu Hai Quan Nha B¢

The Japanese 011 tankerEssﬁc; Y?)lzohama
transported goods along the Long Tau River,
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thang 5 nam 1971, Viét Nam Cdng Hoa
{https://dongsongxua.wordpress.com/2020/09
/13/dac-khu-rung-sac-tran-ly/}

passing by the Nha B¢ Naval Base in May
1971, Republic of Vietnam
{https://dongsongxua.wordpress.com/2020/09
/13/dac-khu-rung-sac-tran-ly/}

Giang-Toc-Dinh (Patrol Boat, River) cua
Giang Poan 51 Tuan Tham tuén tidu trén song
Soai Rap, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongxua.wordpress.com/2020/09
/13/dac-khu-rung-sac-tran-ly/}

A PBR (Patrol Boat, River) of River Patrol
Group 51 was patrolling the Soai Rap River,
Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://dongsongxua.wordpress.com/2020/09
/13/dac-khu-rung-sac-tran-ly/}

Ngay 26 thang 4, Hai-Quan Trung-T4 Duong
H6ng V& dugc chi dinh lam Ham-Truéng HQ
800. Luc nay Ham-Ph6 HQ 800 ciing ving
mit bat hop phap. Trung-T4 V5 chi dinh mét
Dai-Uy tam thoi thay thé Ham-Pho.

On April 26, Navy Commander Duong Hong
V4 was appointed as the Commanding Officer
of HQ 800. At this time, the Executive Officer
of HQ 800 was also absent without
authorization. Navy Commander V0o
designated a Navy Lieutenant to replace the
Executive Officer temporarily.

HQ 800 1a loai LST 16n hon va méi hon cac
loai LST 500. HQ 800 duogc trang bi ba gian
“bd-pho” 40 ly dbi ban tu dong va nhiéu sung
phong khong, chua ké mot s6 20 ly. HQ 800
du trr 200 ngan lit xang may bay (JP4) va cé
chd dap an toan cho hai truc thing.

HQ 800 was a larger and newer type of
Landing Ship Tank (LST) compared to the
LST 500 class. HQ 800 was equipped with
three twin 40-mm Bofors automatic guns and
numerous anti-aircraft guns, as well as several
20-mm guns. HQ 800 carried a reserve of
200,000 liters of aviation fuel (JP4) and had a
safe landing area for two helicopters.
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“Bo-Pho” 40 Ty
{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-

history-magazine/2019/december/gun-fought-
all-sides}

Twin 40 -mm Bofors automatic guns
{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2019/december/gun-fought-

all-sides}

20-mm Oerlikon Cannon //

Magazine
" Mark14
gunsight
Shield

__pdumu-raisim MMUI

Back strap

Shoulder rest 48

gun

20-mm naval
{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2016/april/instrumental-
oerlikon}

20-mm Oerlikon Cannon //

Magazine

" Mark14
gunsight

Shield

__polumn-raisim ha;ﬁwul

Back strap

Shoulder rest 488

20-mm naval gun
{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2016/april/instrumental-

oerlikon}




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 15

i Il

May Bay Truc Thang UH-1H, Khong Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.digitalcombatsimulator.com/en/
files/3335099/}

UH-1H Helicopter, Repbic of Vietnam Air
Force

{https://www.digitalcombatsimulator.com/en/
files/3335099/}

Vi du dinh s€ dua bd chi huy xuéng HQ 800
dé chi huy va diéu dong phan cong lai Viét-
Cong, néu trudng hop Saigon bi tn cong, Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quan ra 1énh bo sung nhan vién va
trang bi HQ 800 mot trim phan trim. HQ 800
neo tai Nha-Bé va chi nhan 1énh truc tiép tur
Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan va Tdéng-Tham-Muu-
Trudng chir khong truc thuoc Ham-Dai.

To bring the command headquarters to HQ 800
to direct and coordinate a counterattack against
the Viet Cong in case Saigon was attacked, the
Chief of Naval Operations ordered HQ 800 to
be fully staffed and equipped at one hundred
percent capacity. HQ 800 was anchored at Nha
B¢ and received orders directly from the Chief
of Naval Operations and the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff, not under the authority of
the Fleet Forces Command.

Lac nay HQ 403 — sau nhi;éu qhuyén chuyén
quan va dan tr Phan-Thiét vé Viing-Tau —
duoc Iénh tr¢g vé Saigon.

At this time, HQ 403 — after several missions
transporting troops and civilians from Phan
Thiét to Viing Tau — was ordered to return to
Saigon.

HQ Ninh Giang {Hai Van Ham 403}, Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www .history.navy.mil/our-

HQ Ninh Giang {Landing Ship Medium
(LSM) 403}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www .history.navy.mil/our-




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 16

collections/photography/numerical-list-of-
images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-93000/NH-
93785.html}

collections/photography/numerical-list-of-
images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-93000/NH-
93785.html}

Thoi diém nay mit trdn Tay-Ninh, Long-An va
lién tinh 1§ 15 bung no dir doi.

At this time, fierce battles erupted on the Tay
Ninh and Long An fronts, as well as along
Interprovincial Highway 15.

S LoeNink
*

«Tay Ninh
=

‘Bié" Hod _xuan Loc
% =

*Saigon

{https://historica.fando.com/wiki/ 1975 Spri
ng_ Offensive?file=1975 Spring Offensive.p

ng}

i | slocNinh
*

«Tay Ninh
=

'Bié" Hod _xuan Loc
b =

*Saigon

{https://historica.fando.com/wiki/ 1975 Spri
ng_ Offensive?file=1975 Spring Offensive.p

ng}

Sang 27 thang 4, trong khi Viét-Cong tan cong
cau Tan-Cang, d6t kho hang PX ctia My va dit
sting may ban bira vao dong ngudi ty nan dang
kéo vé Saigon thi, tai phi truong Bién-Hoa, 6ng
Richard Armitage dang van dung tit ca moi
phuong tién dé di chuyén chién cu va nhan
vién Viét-Nam ra khoi tAm dan cta Vigt-Cong.

On the morning of April 27, while the Viet
Cong attacked the Tan Cang Bridge, set fire to
the American PX  warehouse, and
indiscriminately fired machine guns at the
stream of refugees heading into Saigon, at Bién
Hoa Air Base, Mr. Richard Armitage was
utilizing every available means to move
military equipment and South Vietnamese
personnel out of the range of Viet Cong’s fire.

Cau Tan Cang,

Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/9230343708}

Tan Cg Bridge,

Republic of Vietnam
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/9230343708}
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{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bien Hoa Air
Base}

e

Bién Hoa Ai Base, Repub]ié of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bien Hoa Air
Base}

Trua ciing ngay, ong Armitage tir Bién-Hoa vé
Saigon bang truc thing. Sau d6 ong Armitage
cung 6ng Erich Von Marbod dén Bo-Tu-Lénh
Hai-Quan. Hai Ong hoi thiic Hai-Quan ra di.
Ong Armitage con lo ngai rang c6 thé chinh
pht Duong Van Minh s€ gitt nhirng s quan cao
cap Hai-Quén dé budc Hai-Quan phai o lai.

At noon on the same day, Mr. Armitage
returned from Bién Hoa to Saigon by
helicopter. Afterward, Mr. Armitage and Mr.
Erich Von Marbod went to the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters. The two urged
the Navy to evacuate. Mr. Armitage was also
concerned that the Duong Van Minh
government might detain senior Navy officers
to force the Navy to remain.
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Duong Van Minh (1916-2001), Viét Nam

Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%Alng V%C4%83n Minh}

. B S
Duong Van Minh (1916-2001), Republic of
Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/D%C6%B0%C
6%Alng V%C4%83n Minh}

Chiéu 27 thang 4, tai tu dinh cua Pai Tudng
Minh, sé 3 Tran-Quy-Cap Saigon, trong phién
héi ciia Noi Céc dang dugc thanh 1ap, Pho-bo-
Pbc Chung Tan Cang, Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan,
tiép xtc riéng véi Tudng Minh dé ban luan vé
tinh hinh quan sy. Tudng Minh cho Ph6-Do-
Déc Cang biét tinh hinh van chua bién chuyén
gi ca, vi “bén kia” chua chap nhan tiép xtc véi
V.N.C.H. Pho-DP6-Dbc Cang dé nghi Tudng
Minh nén chuyén Noi Céc vé Can-Tho, bé ngd
Saigon va ra 1énh tat ca dai don vi rat vé Vung
IV Chién-Thuét; vi hién tai Tuéng Minh khong
¢6 tu thé nao dé thuong thuyét. Luc-Luong
Hai-Quan con nguyén ven, Pho-Do-Déc Cang
s€ tan dung tat ca Luc-Lugng Hai-Quan dé
chan song Tién-Giang va Hau-Giang. Tudng
Minh im ling, khéng c6 mot quyét dinh nao ca.

On the afternoon of April 27, at the private
residence of General Minh, located at 3 Tran
Quy Cap, Saigon, during a cabinet meeting of
the newly formed government, Vice Admiral
Chung Tan Cang, Chief of Naval Operations,
met privately with General Minh to discuss the
military situation. General Minh informed
Vice Admiral Cang that the situation had not
yet changed, as "the other side" had not agreed
to make contact with the Republic of Vietnam.
Vice Admiral Cang suggested that General
Minh relocate his Cabinet to Can Tho,
abandon Saigon, and order all major military
units to withdraw to the IV Corps Tactical
Zone, as General Minh at that moment had no
position to negotiate. With the naval forces
still intact, Vice Admiral Cang would utilize
all naval resources to block the Tién Giang and
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Hau Giang rivers. General Minh remained
silent, making no decision.
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Viung IV Chién Thuat, Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietnam, 1965-1968," trang 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the
Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}
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v Corps Tactical Zone, Repubhc of Vletnam
{John Darrell Sherwood, "War in the Shallows
- U.S. Navy Coastal and Riverine Warfare in
Vietnam, 1965-1968," page 167, Naval
History and Command, Department of the
Navy, Washington, D.C., 2015}

ONG CHUNG TAN CANG (1926-2007)

MR. CHUNG TAN CANG (1926-2007)
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Nguyén Pho-Do-Dc, Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa, (11/1963-1965), (3/1975-
4/1975)
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/ctcang-2.htm}

Former Vice Admiral, Chief of Naval
Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy
(11/1963-1965), (3/1975-4/1975)
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/ctcang-2.htm}

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhit Duong
Cuu

Tur trai sang phai: Nguyén Vin Lich, Chung
Téan Cang, Lam Nguon Tanh, Tran Vian Chon,
Poan Ngoc Bich, va Tran Vian Phin

{Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 504}

T

Nha Traﬁg Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

From left to right: Nguyén Vin Lich, Chung
Téan Cang, Lam Nguon Tanh, Tran Vian Chon,
Poan Ngoc Bich, and Tran Vian Phin

{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 504}

Ngay 28 thang 4, Pho-Dé-Péc Pinh Manh
Hung cung 6ng Richard Armitage bay tham sat
tinh hinh phia Bac Saigon.

On April 28, Commodore Pinh Manh Hung,
together with Mr. Richard Armitage,
conducted a reconnaissance flight to assess the
situation north of Saigon.
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Commodore Dinh Manh Hung, Republic of
Vietnam Navy (1931-2018)
{https://daubinhlua.blogspot.com/2018/11/ph
0-¢-oc-inh-manh-hung-hai-quan-vnch.html}

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoa 2 (11/1952 — 5/1953), B¢ Nhat Kim
Nguu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Danh-Séach Khod 2 (thang 11-1952 d¢n thing 5-1953):
1) Khuong-Hitu-B4d

1) V6-Vin-Chan

1) Dinh-Manh-Hiing
/) Npd-Khidc-Ludn
4} Nghiém-Vin-Phi
I'1) Nguyén-Vin-Thu
I'}) Nguyén-Vin-Try

2) Diing-Cén-Chénh

4) P6-Quy-Hyp

6) Nguyén-Vin-Kinh
8) Truong-Ngoc-Luc
10) Phing-Nhét-Tén
12) Nguyén-Hitu-Tiéng

T Jghiom van Phopy | @ham Ngoo ey
i o g Nauyen van Trs(D)

Hongor Bau{D) e can Chaci NUYEN DUy Lung(?)
v Nguyan hus TiengiD) Tran ngec Bungld) S Htsong Hau Be
Nguysn van Hinh Nguyen van Thu(D) P05 LU
Ngokhag Luan Christmas 1952 Do Gy Lok
Vo Van GhaniD) Cluss 1953 VA Haval Academy Nhatrang Phurg ik Tan

Cac SVSQIHQ Khoa 2 hop mdt mirng Giang Sink cudi ndm 1952,
Trung Tam Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 2
(11/1952 — 5/1953), First Taurus, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

Danh-Séach Khod 2 (thang 11-1952 d¢n thing 5-1953):

1) Khuong-Hitu-Ba
1) VO-Vin-Chdn

1) Dinh-Manh-Hiing
/) Npd-Khie-Ludn

2) Diing-Cin-Chénh

4) D6-Quy-Hyp

6) Nguyén-Vin-Kinh
8) Truong-Ngoc-Luc
10) Phing-Nhét-Tén
12) Nguyén-Hitu-Tiéng

I'1) Nguyén-Vin-Thu
11) Nguyén-Viin-Try

Y3

T Nghiemvan Phapy | #ham Ngas Luy
ik et g Nguyen ven TnaD}

Hongo Bau{D) e can Chaci NUYEN DUy Lung(?)
p Nguyen huu Tieng{D} “Tran ngoc DungeD} S Htsong Hau Be
Nguysnvan Kinh Nguyen van Thu(D) P05 LU
Ngokhec Luan Christmas 1952 Do Gy Lok
Vo Van GhoniD) Class 1953 VA Haval Academy Hhetrang Phurg ik Tan

Cac SVSQIHQ Khoa 2 hop mdt mitng Giang Sink cudi ndm 1952,

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 2 gathered
to celebrate Christmas at the end of 1952, Nha
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{Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 505}

Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 505, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Tinh hinh Itc nay bi dat vo ciing, vi nhiéu don
vi déd rd ngi, theo doan dan di tan, tran vé
Saigon bang duong bd. Pén cau Binh-Loi,

thdy mot Giang-Poan van con tuan tidu trong
ving trach nhiém, Pho-Dé-Dbc Hung ra 1énh
cho Giang-Poan dé rat veé hau cu.

Cau Binh Loi, Viét am Cong Hoa
{https://historicbridges.org/bridges/browser/?
bridgebrowser=vietnam/binhloibridge/}

The situation at this time was extremely dire,
as many military units had disbanded, joining
the waves of refugees heading toward Saigon
by land. Upon reaching the Binh Loi Bridge,
seeing a Riverine Group still patrolling in its
area of responsibility, Commodore Hung
ordered that Riverine Group to withdraw to its
rear base.

Binh Lo¢i Bridge, Replic of Vietnam
{https://historicbridges.org/bridges/browser/?
bridgebrowser=vietnam/binhloibridge/}

Giang-Téc-DTnﬁ, ) Giang Poan Xung Phong,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Str/Luoc
Str Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-
443}

Patrol Boat, River, Riverine Assault Group,
Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A
Brief History of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy, pp. 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam
Navy Publication (2012)}

Can-Cur Hai-Quan Long-Binh dang chudn bi
“d6n nhan” mot cudc tn cong quy mod cia Bic
Quan. Déu tich cudc d6t kich sang nay cia

The Long Binh Naval Base was preparing to
"receive" a large-scale attack by North
Vietnamese forces. Evidence of the enemy's
morning raid on the base was the body of a
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dich vao Can-Ctr la xac cua tén cam tir Viét-
Cong con nam ténh hénh ngay cong ra vao.

Viet Cong suicide attacker still lying exposed
at the entrance gate.

Sau khi thi sat, Pho-Dé-Ddc Hing cung ong
Armitage trd vé Saigon bang xe Jeep. Va 6ng
Armitage tuong trinh nhitng su viéc da thay
cho 6ng Van Marbod.

After the inspection, Commodore Hung and
Mr. Armitage returned to Saigon by Jeep. Mr.
Armitage then reported the events they had
observed to Mr. Van Marbod.

Ciing thoi diém nay, tai Bo-Tu-Lénh Ham-
Doi, Pai-T4 Nguyén Xuan Son triéu tip mot
phién hop gdm hau hét Ham-Truong dé thong
béo han ché vé viéc Hai-Quan sé tam tru tai
Con-Son, chd mot bién chuyén thuan loi s&
quay vao chién ddu. Pai-T4 Son chi thj tat ca
Ham-Trudng mang theo ddy di gao va luong
khé, cang nhiéu trimg vit va ca kho cang tot.

At the same time, at the Fleet Forces
Command, Navy Captain Nguyén Xuan Son
convened a meeting with nearly all ship
Commanding Officers to announce that the
Navy would temporarily take refuge at Coén
Son Island, awaiting a favorable development
to return and fight. Navy Captain Son
instructed all Commanding Officers to bring a
sufficient supply of rice and dried rations, as
well as as many salted duck eggs and dried fish
as possible.

Khong ngo, cling ngay hom do, Pai-Téa Son bi
thuyén chuyén khoi chirc vu Tu-Lénh Ham-
DPoi. Nguoi ban cung khoa vai Ong, Hai-Quan
bai-Ta Pham Manh Khué, dang 1a Tham-Muu-
Truong Hanh-Quan Luwu-Pong-Bién, nhén
churc Tu-Lénh Ham-Doi.

Unexpectedly, on the same day, Navy Captain
Nguyén Xuan Son was relieved of his position
as Fleet Forces Commander. His classmate,
Navy Captain Pham Manh Khué, who was the
Chief of Staff for Mobile Sea Operations,
assumed the role of Fleet Forces Commander.
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Hai Quan Pai Ta Pham Manh Khué, Tu Lénh
Ham D61, Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa {Hai
St Tuyén Tap, trang 295, a Republic of
Vietnam Navy publication (2004)}

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoa 4 (02/1954 — 12/1954), B¢ Nhat Bac Giai

Navy Captain Pham Manh Khué, Fleet Forces
Commander, Republic of Vietham Navy
{Selected Works of Naval History, page 295,
a Republic of Vietnam Navy publication
(2004)}

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 4
(02/1954 — 12/1954), First Cancer

Su thuyén chuyén Pai-T4 Son 14 do su hiéu
1am va su thiéu lién lac mat thiét gitra Pai-Ta
Son va Pho-D6-Dbc Tu-Lénh Hai-Quén vé
véan dé di tan Ham-Do6i tranh phao kich.

The transfer of Navy Captain Son was due to a
misunderstanding and a lack of close
communication between Navy Captain Son
and Vice Admiral Cang, Chief of Naval
Operations, regarding the evacuation of the
Fleet Forces to avoid shelling.

Chiéu 28 thang 4 nam 1975, ltic 5 gio 15, Tong
Théng Trin Van Huong ban giao chic vu
Tong Thong cho Tudng Duong Vian Minh khi
ngoai trdi con mua gidng dot ngdt trat xudng!

On the afternoon of April 28, 1975, at 5:15
p.m., President Tran Vian Huong handed over
the presidency to General Duong Van Minh as
a sudden thunderstorm poured down outside!

6 gio chiéu cung ngdy, Hai-Quan Cong-Xuong
hoan tat may vong rao sét cho hé thong phong
tht BO-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan va Hai-Quan
Cong-Xudng.

At 6 p.m. on the same day, the Saigon Naval
Shipyard completed several iron fence rings
for the defense system of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters and the Naval
Shipyard.

Bo Tu Lénh Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
Saigon, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2017/05/
03/ke-hoach-phong-thu-bo-tu-lenh-hai-quan-
va-hai-quan-cong-xuong/}

Republic of Vietnam Navy Headquarters,
Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/08/
09/luoc-su-hgvnch-hai-quan-cong-xuong-sai-
gon/}




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 25

. * ;
Hai Quan Cong Xuong, Hai Quan Viét Nam
Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/08/

09/luoc-su-hgqvnch-hai-quan-cong-xuong-sai-

gon/}

. & i
Saigon Naval Shipyard, Republic of Vietnam
Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2019/08/
09/luoc-su-hgqvnch-hai-quan-cong-xuong-sai-
gon/}

6 gio 20, phi cong Viét-Cong — do Trung- Uy
phi céng V.N.C.H. Nguyen Thanh Trung huin
luyén cap tc va huong din — lay 5 chiéc phan
lyc Dragonfly A37 cia Khong-Quan V.N.C.H.
bo lai Phan-Rang, bay vao, tha bom phi truong
Tan-Son-Nhut!

At 6:20 p.m. on April 28, 1975, Viet Cong
pilots - hastily trained and guided by Republic
of Vietnam Air Force First Lieutenant Nguyén
Thanh Trung (a traitor) - took five Dragonfly
A-37 jets abandoned by the Republic of
Vietnam Air Force at Phan Rang, flew into
Saigon, and bombed Tan Son Nhut Airport!

- wwwvna[.mu?h 10; Thang Vo)
A 37 Dragonﬂy, Khong Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong
Hoa

- \ma[,mlﬁ'h 10; Thang Vo)

A 37 Dragonﬂy, Republlc of Vietnam Air
Force
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{https://modelingmadness.com/review/viet/ca
ma37.htm}

{https://modelingmadness.com/review/viet/ca
ma37.htm}

e

A-37 Dragonfly, Khong Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong
Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombing_of T
an_Son Nhut Air Base}

e

A-37 Dragonfly, Republic of Vietnam Air
Force
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bombing_of T
an_Son Nhut Air Base}

Phi Truong Tan-Son-Nhut bi tha bom, Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.facebook.com/groups/1401507
730154691/posts/3607013516270757/}

Bombing of Tan-Son-Nhut Airport, Republic
of Vietnam
{https://www.facebook.com/groups/1401507
730154691/posts/3607013516270757/}

Sau khi déi bom, 5 phan luc co bay ngang HQ
800. Ham-Trudng HQ 800 biét 5 phan luc do
vira tin cong phi trudng Tan-Son-Nhit; nhung
Ham-Truong HQ 800 tudng 1a mot bién cd
chinh tri nao d6 dang dién ra, cho nén Ham-
Truéng HQ 800 chi ra 1énh nhi¢m sé tac chién
chtr khong ra 1énh ban. Nho vay 5 phi co do
moi bay thoat.

After the bombing, the five jet aircraft flew
over HQ 800. The Commanding Officer of
HQ 800 knew that these five jets had just
attacked Tan Son Nhuat Airport; however,
believing that some political event was
unfolding, the Commanding Officer of HQ
800 only ordered the crew to battle stations and
did not issue a command to open fire. As a
result, the five aircraft were able to escape.

Toi 28 thang 4, Pho-Tong-Thong Nguyén Van
Huyén, trong chinh phu Duong Van Minh, dén

On the evening of April 28, Vice President
Nguyén Van Huyén, under the Duong Van
Minh government, visited Vice Admiral
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tham Rhé-Dé-Déc Chung Tan Cang, r0i c4 hai
Ong dén tham Tong Thong Duong Van Minh.

Chung Tan Cang, and then both men went to
visit President Duong Van Minh.

Ph6 Tong Théng Nguyén Vin Huyén (1913-
1995), Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%B
B%85n V%C4%83n Huy%E1%BB%81n}

Vice President Nguyén Van Huyén (1913-
1995), Republic of Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%B
B%85n V%C4%83n Huy%E1%BB%81n}

Trong lan tiép xtic nay, Pho-Do- Ddc Cang hoi
Toéng Thong Minh vé nhitng bién phap thich
nghi cho tinh hinh hién tai. Tong Théng Minh
cho biét khong co g1a1 phap nao ca. Pho-Do-
Péc Cang hoi thang: “Thwa Tong Thong néu
vy, moi quan binh chung phai tu quyét dinh
Iay phdi khéng?” Tong Thong Minh chan nan:
“Oi! Toa lam sao dé toa lam!”

During this meeting, Vice Admiral Cang
inquired about the appropriate measures for the
current situation with President Minh.
President Minh stated that there were no
measures at all. Vice Admiral Cang asked
directly, “Mr. President, in that case, does
each military branch have to make its own
decision, doesn’t it?” President Minh,
exasperated, replied, “Oh! You do whatever
you want to do!”’

Vi 1€ d6, Bo-Tham-Muu Hai-Quéan hop khan.
Luc nay Ph6-Do-Déc Cang c6 du dinh dua gia
dinh Hai-Quan ra Phu-Qudc lanh nan dé binh
sT yén tdm chién ddu. Nhung tinh hinh bién

For this reason, the Navy General Staff held an
urgent meeting. At this time, Vice Admiral
Cang planned to evacuate the families of Navy
personnel to Phtt Quéc Island for safety so that
the troops could focus on fighting. However,




Hai-Qudn  Viét-Nam Céong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnam Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 28

chuyén qua nhanh khién y dinh ctia Ong khong
thue hién duoc.

the rapidly deteriorating situation prevented
his plan from being carried out.

CHINA CHINA
VIETNAM VIETNAM
HANOI HANOI
. S - o S
LAOS - 4 LAOS - 4
£ £
B Fulf of Tomkin Fulf of Tomkin
Hue Hue
THAILAND THAILAND
CAMBODIA ~ CAMBODIA ~
Dalat Dalat |
e LY g . g
o T
. 5aigon _ . 5aigon _
-1 ) -1 )
Phu qum ot Couth China Phu qtlﬂ'l: ot Couth China
Island f = ey Island f = ey
Hai-Quan ra di 1a mot quyét dinh tap thé, gom | The Navy's departure was a collective

Ph6-Do-Déc Cang va Tu-Lénh cac dai don vi,
dé bao toan Luc-Luong Hai-Quan. Nhung
Ph6-Do-Déc Cang ciing biét rang, néu quyét
dinh d6 sai lam thi chinh Ong phai chiu trach
nhiém trudce lich sir!

decision, including Vice Admiral Cang and the
Commanders of the major units, to preserve
the Navy's forces. However, Vice Admiral
Cang also knew that if that decision was a
mistake, he himself would have to bear
responsibility before history!

Sang sém 29 thang 4, phi truong Tan-Son-
Nhut bi phéo kich nang né. Khéng-Quén néo
loan. Hau hét phi co A-37 va F-5 duoc ct
canh dé tranh thiét hai. Cong cudc di tan nhan
vién cia Toa Dai-Str Hoa-Ky khong thé tiép
tuc thyc hién bang phi co van tai ma phai ding
truc thang.

On the early morning of April 29, Tan Son
Nhut Airport was heavily bombarded. The Air
Force was in chaos. Most A-37 and F-5
aircraft were flown out to avoid damage. The
evacuation of U.S. Embassy personnel could
no longer be carried out by transport planes
and had to rely on helicopters.
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Phan Luc Co F-5, Khong Quan Vi¢t Nam
Cong Hoa
{http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/
94/Vnf-5¢-23tw-5221s--bh-1971.jpg}

Republic

{http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/9/
94/Vnf-5¢-23tw-5221s--bh-1971 jpg}

F-5, of Vietnam Air Force

Ngay khi phi truong bi phdo kich, Tudng
Nguyén Cao Ky, nguyén Pho-Tong-Théng
trong chinh phii Nguyén Vin Thiéu, dap truc
thang riéng quan sat. Tudng Ky goi Su-Doan
IV Khoéng-Quan tai Can-Tho, ra 1énh tang vién
gap bdn chién ddu co voi bom hang nang.

As soon as the airport was bombarded, General
Nguyén Cao Ky, former Vice President under
Nguyén Vian Thiéu’s government, landed in
his private helicopter to observe. General Ky
contacted the IV Air Force Division in Can
Tho, ordering the immediate reinforcement of
four fighter jets equipped with heavy bombs.

Tuéng Nguyén Cao Ky (1930-2011), Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
{https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguyen C
ao Ky}

Former General Nguyén Cao Ky (1930-2011),
Republic of Vietnam
{https://simple.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguyen C
ao Ky}
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Khi bon chién dau co dén khong phan Saigon,
Tuéng Ky hudng dan bén phi co d6 pha hiy
nhitng gian hoa tién Viét-Cong gan dai radar
Phu-Lam va phia Tan-Cang.

When four fighter jets entered Saigon’s
airspace, General Ky directed the aircraft to
destroy the Viet Cong Surface-to-Air-Missile
(SAM) launchers near the Phu Lam radar
station and the Tan Cdng area.

Sau khi di¢t xong cac o trong phéao cua dich,
Tudng Ky dap truc thing xudng Lién-Giang-
Doan 33 tai Nha-Beé ldy xang. Lic by gid co
ca tram chiéc truc thang dau tai Nha-Be. Nhiéu
truc thang va phi co du loai bay lugn trén
khong phan thi do. Tét ca lién lac, xin chi thi
cua Tuong Ky. Tuong Ky bao tat ca phi cong
bay ra Bé That Ham-Doi; néu con dii nhién liéu
thi bay sang Thai-Lan.

After eliminating the enemy's heavy artillery
positions, General Ky landed his helicopter at
Task Force 33 in Nha Be to refuel. At that
time, there were hundreds of helicopters
stationed at Nha Bé. Numerous helicopters
and various types of aircraft were flying over
the capital’s airspace. All of them were in
communication, awaiting General Ky’s orders.
General Ky instructed all pilots to fly to the
U.S. Seventh Fleet; if they still had enough
fuel, they were to continue to Thailand.

Trong khi nhiing sy viéc ké trén xdy ra trén
khong phan thu d6 thi Pai-St Hoa-Ky tai Viét-
Nam, 6ng Graham Martin, nhan dugc cong van
khan ctiia Tong Théng Dwong Vian Minh.

While the events described above were
unfolding in the capital's airspace, the U.S.
Ambassador to Vietnam, Mr. Graham Martin,
received an urgent communiqué from
President Duong Vian Minh.

Graham Martin (1912- 1990) Pai-St Hoa- Ky
tai Vi¢t-Nam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graham_ Marti

nj

U.S.
Vietnam
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Graham_ Marti

nj

Graham Martin (1912-1990),
Ambassador to
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Ngay 28 thang 4 nam 1975
Tong Thong Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa
Kinh gui: Ong Pai-Str Hoa-Ky tai Viét-Nam

T6i trdn trong yéu cau ong Pai-Sir chi thi cho
tat ca nhdn vién co quan tiy vién qudn su
Defense Attaché’s Office roi Viét-Nam trong
vong 24 tleng dong hé ké tir ngay 29 thing 4
nam 1975 dé van dé hoa binh cho Viét-Nam
dwoc gidi quyét sém hon.

Tran trong kinh chao ong Dai-Su.

Duong Van Minh

April 28, 1975
President of the Republic of Vietnam
To: The U.S. Ambassador to Vietnam

I respectfully request that the Ambassador
instruct all personnel of the Defense Attaché’s
Office to leave Vietnam within 24 hours from
April 29, 1975, so that the issue of peace for
Vietnam can be resolved sooner.

With sincere regards,

Duong Van Minh

Pai-Str Graham Martin phtc dap:

Ambassador Graham Martin replied:

T6i vira nhdn dwoc vin thie dé ngay 28 thang 4
nam 1975 yéu cau t6i ra Iénh cho nhdn vién
Defense Attaché’s Office roi Viét-Nam trong
vong 24 tiéng dong ho. Van thi nay gii dén
Ngai d@é xdc nhdn la yéu cdu ciia Ngdi dang
dwoc thuce hién.

Toi tin twong vao sy giup do' cua cdc co quan
lién hé thuoc chinh phu Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa
dé su di chuyén nhan vién D.A.O. dwoc hoan
thanh tot dep. ,

Trén trong kinh chao Tong Thong.

Graham Martin
Dai-Sw Hoa-Ky

I have just received your letter dated April 28,
1975, requesting that I order the personnel of
the Defense Attaché’s Office to leave Vietnam
within 24 hours. This letter is sent to you to
confirm that your request is being carried out.

1 trust in the assistance of the relevant agencies
of the Republic of Vietnam government to
ensure the smooth completion of the D.A.O.
personnel’s departure.

With sincere regards,

Graham Martin
U.S. Ambassador

Ngay 29 thang 4, khoang 10 gio sang, Tudng
Nguyén Cao Ky tr& vé Bo-Tu-Lénh Khong-
Quén va thay gan 30 si quan cao cap Khong-
Quan trong van phong Tu-Lénh Khong-Quan.

On April 29, around 10 a.m., General Nguyén
Cao Ky returned to the Republic of Vietnam
Air Force Headquarters and found nearly 30
senior Air Force officers in the Air Force Chief
of Staff office.

Tu-Lénh Khong-Quan, Trung Tudng Tran
Van Minh, gidi thich vdi Tudng Ky 1a nguoi
M§¥ mubn chuyén van tit ca phi co phan luc
sang Phi-Luat-Tan hoac Théi-Lan. Vi vay moi
ngudi dang cho dé duoc sang co quan D.A.O.
r0i ra di.

Lieutenant General Tran Van Minh, the
Republic of Vietnam Air Force Chief of Staff,
explained to General Ky that the Americans
wanted to transport all jet aircraft to the
Philippines or Thailand. Therefore, everyone
was waiting to be sent to the D.A.O. before
departing.




Hai-Quan Viét-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Trung Tuéng Tran Vin Minh (1932-1997),
Tu-Lénh Khong-Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%
ATn_V%C4%83n_Minh %?28aviator%29}
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Lieutenant General Tran Van Minh, (1932-
1997), Republic of Vietnam Air Force Chief of
Staff
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tr%E1%BA%
A7n V%C4%83n_Minh %28aviator%?29}

Tuéng Ky bay dén Bo-Tong-Tham-Muu va
thdy chi mot minh Tuéng Pong Vian Khuyén
dang diéu dong cac mit trdn quanh Saigon.
Luc nay, cyu Pho-Tong-Théng Nguyén Cao
Ky méi biét Pai-Tudng Cao Vin Vién, Tong-
Tham-Muu-Truong Quan-Lyc V.N.C.H., da
ro1 Vi¢t-Nam ngay hom qua!

General Ky flew to the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Headquarters and found only General Dong
Van Khuyén managing the fronts around
Saigon. At this moment, former Vice
President Nguyén Cao Ky learned that General
Cao Van Vién, Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff of the Republic of Vietnam Armed
Forces, had left Vietnam the previous day!
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A

Trung Tudng Pong Van Khuyén (1927-2015),
Tham-Muu-Truong Lién-Quan
{https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=
detailV2&ccid=ilscdLgi&id=FEA6BB19A4E
BD3E8C215E41CA6FOEFADC898D134&thi
d=0OIP.ilscdLginEXchmoo024vzGgAAAA&m
ediaurl=https%3A%2F%2Fhung-
viet.org%2Fimages%?2Ffile%2Fh-
ml6Ddj0wgBAGtb%2Ftrung-
tuongdongvankhuyen-

1972 jpg&cdnurl=https%3 A%2F%2Fth.bing.
com%?2Fth%2Fid%2FR.8a5b1c74b8229c45d
c866a28db8bf31a%3Frik%3DNNGYyK3v8K
Yc5A%26pid%3DImgRaw%261r%3D0&exph
=266&expw=189&q=%c4%91%e1%bb%93n
g+v%c4%83n+khuy%c3%aan&simid=60802
8226014683036&form=IRPRST&ck=3B678
E952F356E1AAF7664C54CF5BDB0&select
edindex=1&itb=0&ajaxhist=0&ajaxserp=0&v
t=0&sim=11&mid=C8D9F73544E63FCE7C
34C8DI9F73544E63FCE7C34}

Zh

Lieutenant General Dong Van Khuyen (1927-
2015), Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces
{https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=
detailV2&ccid=ilscdLgi&i1d=FEA6BB19A4E
BD3E8C215E41CA6FOEFADC898D134&thi
d=OIP.ilscdLginEXchmoo024vzGgAAAA&m
ediaurl=https%3 A%2F%2Fhung-
viet.org%2Fimages%2Ffile%2Fh-
ml6Ddj0wgBAGtb%2Ftrung-
tuongdongvankhuyen-

1972 jpg&cdnurl=https%3 A%2F%2Fth.bing.
com%2Fth%2Fid%2FR.8a5b1c74b8229¢45d
c866a28db8bf31a%3Frik%3DNNGYyK3v8K
Yc5A%26pid%3DImgRaw%261%3D0&exph
=266&expw=189&q=%c4%91%e1%bb%93n
g+v%c4%83n+khuy%c3%aan&simid=60802
8226014683036& form=IRPRST&ck=3B678
E952F356E1AAF7664C54CF5BDB0&select
edindex=1&itb=0&ajaxhist=0&ajaxserp=0&v
t=0&sim=11&mid=C8D9F73544E63FCE7C
34C8D9F73544E63FCE7C34}
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bai-Tudéng Cao Van Vlen (1921 2008), Tong
Tham Muu Trudéng Quan Luc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

{https://www.pinterest.com/pin/64317039051
6384546/}

General Cao Van Vlen (1921 - 2008),
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Republic
of Vietnam Armed Forces
{https://www.pinterest.com/pin/64317039051
6384546/}

Tudng Ky goi tt ca don vi trudng cua nhitng
dai don vi quanh Saigon, nhung khong gap ai
ci. Tuéng Ky di xudng ting dudi thi gip
Trung Tudng Ngo6 Quang Truong. Sau khi ndi
cho nhau hay 14 vo con ctia hai Ong da dugc di
tan tir tuan trude, Tudng Ky vira budc dén tryc
thang vira noi voi Tuong Truong: “Di voi t61.”

RO ca hai Ong cing mot s6 si quan than tin
ctia Tuéng Ky 1én truc thing, bay ra Dé That
Ham-bJgi, dap xuéng chién ham USS Midway.

General Ky called all the commanders of the
major units around Saigon, but he could not
reach anyone. As General Ky went
downstairs, he met Lieutenant General Ngo
Quang Truong. After informing each other
that their wives and children had been
evacuated the previous week, General Ky,
while walking toward the helicopter, said to
General Truong, “Come with me.” Then, both
generals, along with some of General Ky’s
trusted officers, boarded the helicopter and
flew to the Seventh Fleet, landing on the
warship USS Midway.




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 35

Trung Tudng Ngo6 Quang Truong (1929-
2007), Quan Poan I
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C3%B4
Quang_ Tr%C6%B0%E1%BB%9Fng}

Lieutenant General Ngo Quang Truong (1929-
2007), I Corps, Republic of Vietnam Army
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ng%C3%B4
Quang_ Tr%C6%B0%E1%BB%9Fng}

USS Midway (CV 41), U.S. Seventh Fleet,

U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Midway
%28CV-41%29}

USS Midway (CV 41), U.S. Seventh Fleet,
U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Midway
%28CV-41%29}

10 gid 47 sang, Tuéng Pong Vian Khuyén goi
Trung-Tam hanh quan Hai-Quan, héi duong
song tir Saigon ra bién con an ninh hay khong?
Dai-Ta Db Kiém cho biét dén gio phat d6 Hai-

At 10:47 a.m., General Pong Vin Khuyén
called the Naval Operations Center, asking
whether the river route from Saigon to the sea
was still secure. Navy Captain D6 Kiém
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Quan van con kiém soat dugc song Long Tao.
Tuong Khuyén chao voi vang va cap may.

reported that, as of that moment, the Navy still
controlled the Long Tao River. General
Khuyén quickly said goodbye and hung up.

Tai Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan, sau khi lién lac voi
Dai-Ta V. Khong-Quan va duoc biét Khong-
Quan van con kiém soat phi truong Tan-Son-
Nhut, Khéi Hanh-Quén Hai-Quén tiép xtc véi
cac Ham-Truéng. Lénh di tan du tru s€ ban
hanh khoang 10 gid tdi 29 thang 4.

At the Republic of Vietnam Navy
Headquarters, after contacting Colonel V. of
the Republic of Vietnam Air Force and
learning that the Air Force still controlled Tan
Son Nhut Airport, the Naval Operations
Command communicated with all ship
Commanding Officers. The evacuation order
was scheduled to be issued around 10 p.m. on
April 29.

Sau khi héi y véi cac Ham-Truong, Pai-Ta b6
Kiém goi Pai-Ta Uéc, Tham-Muu-Phé hanh
quan Khong-Quén. Dai-Ta Udc cho Dai-Ta
Kiém biét rang luc nao Khong-Quan khong gitr
dugc Tan-Son-Nhut thi s€ cho Hai-Quan hay.

After consulting with all ship Commanding
Officers, Navy Captain D5 Kiém called
Colonel Uéc, Vice Chief of Staff for Air Force
Operations.  Colonel Uéc informed Navy
Captain Kiém that the Air Force would notify
the Navy if they could no longer hold Tan Son
Nhirt Airport.

Trong khi do, tai Bo-Tu-Lénh Khong-Quan,
Trung Tuéng Tran Vin Minh cing vai vi
Tudng va cac si quan chd hoai khong thiy My
lién lac, danh di b sang co quan D.A.O. xin
duoc vao danh sach di tan.

Meanwhile, at the Republic of Vietnam Air
Force Headquarters, Lieutenant General Tran
Van Minh, along with several generals and
officers, waited in vain for contact from the
Americans. They eventually walked to the
D.A.O. to request inclusion on the evacuation
list.

Pugc bio co rang nhom si quan Khong-Quan
Viét-Nam déu mang vii khi ca nhan, Tudng
Homer Smith ra Iénh cho Trung T4 Richard
Mitchell tudc vi khi cia nhom si quan do6 va
dua tat ca vao mot phong nho, canh gic can
mat trong khi cho doi di tan.

Upon being informed that the group of
Republic of Vietnam Air Force officers was all
carrying personal weapons, General Homer
Smith ordered Lieutenant Colonel Richard
Mitchell to disarm the group and place them in
a small room, under strict guard, while
awaiting evacuation.
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L

Thiéu Tudng Homer D. Smith (1922-2011),

L

Major General Homer D. Smith (1922-2011),

Luc Quan Hoa Ky | U.S. Army
{https://goordnance.army.mil/HallOfFame/19 | {https://goordnance.army.mil/HallOfFame/19
80/1984/smith.html} 80/1984/smith.html}

Ciing thoi diém nay, tai Nha-Be, nguyén Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quén Viét-Nam dau tién, Hai-Quén
Dai-Ta Lé Quang MY, cing gia dinh dén Can-
Cu Héi-Quan xin di tan, nhung linh gac khong
cho vao! Sau do6, mot si quan nhan dién duoc
Ong va cdp cho Ong cung gia dinh moét LCM
dé ra tau 16n.

At the same time, in Nha B¢, the first Chief of
Naval Operations of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy, Navy Captain L& Quang My, along with
his family, arrived at the Naval Base seeking
evacuation, but the guards denied them entry.
Later, an officer recognized him and provided
him and his family with an LCM (Landing
Craft Mechanized) to reach a larger ship.
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Hai-Quén Thiéu-Ta Lé Quang My (20/8/1955
- 1957), Trung Tam Hudn Luyén Hai Quan
Nha Trang Khoéa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), bé
Nhat Duong Cuu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

Navy Lieutenant Commander Le Quang My
(20/8/1955 - 1957), Nha Trang Naval Training
Center Class 1 (7/1952 —10/1952), First Aries,
Republic of Vietnam Navy

‘ o R -

e AE iy S
Landing Craft Mechanized (LCM) {Hai
Su/Lugc Str Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa,
trang 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam Navy
Publication (2012)}

‘ o SR -

- 3 iy .
Landing Craft Mechanized (LCM) {Naval
History/A Brief History of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443, A Republic of
Vietnam Navy Publication (2012)}

11 gio sang, Tudng Pong Vin Khuyén roi Bo-
Tong-Tham-Muu.

At 11 a.m., General Pong Vin Khuyén left the
Joint Chiefs of Staff Headquarters.

Khong-Quan van con kiém soat duoc phi
truong Tan-Son-Nhut; nhung rat nhiéu phi co
tring dai bac cua Viét-Cong.

The Republic of Vietnam Air Force still
maintained control of Tan Son Nhut Airport;
however, many aircraft were hit by Viet Cong
artillery.

12 gio trua, duoc bao cdo nhiéu thuong thuyén
chay ra, chay vao song Long Tao va song Soai

At noon, upon receiving reports that many
merchant ships were moving in and out of the
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Rap, Hai-Quan Pai-Ta Bui Kim Nguy¢t chi thi
Lién-Giang-Doan 33 m¢ cua song dé thuong
thuyén ra vao tu do.

Long Tao and Soai Rap rivers, Navy Captain
Bui Kim Nguyét instructed Task Force 33 to
open the river routes to allow merchant ships
to move freely.

Ciing thoi diém nay, tai Can-Cir Hai-Quan Cat-
Lai, ca miy ngan ngudi thudc gia dinh Hai-
Quan di tan trr Vung I va Vung II vao, tam tri
trong vong thanh. Doc cac cau tau va bo song,
tau bé tir cac tinh mién Trung kéo vé neo ngdn
ngang. Viét-Cong phao tin la s€ phdo kich mot
ngan qua dai bac vao Can-Cu Hai-Quan Cat-
Lai va kho dan Thanh Tuy-Ha vao luc 6 gio
chiéu 29 thang 4.

At the same time, at the Cat Lai Naval Base,
thousands of people from Navy families,
evacuated from I Corps and II Corps Tactical
Zones, were temporarily sheltered within the
base’s perimeter.  Along the piers and
riverbanks, vessels from the central provinces
converged and anchored in disarray. The Viet
Cong spread rumors that they would fire a
thousand artillery rounds at the Cat Lai Naval
Base and the Thanh Tuy Ha ammunition depot
at 6 p.m. on April 29.

Cat Lai,
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/32388822326/in/photostream/}

Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Cat Lai Naval Base, Republic of Vietnam
Navy
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/32388822326/in/photostream/}

Tin nay loan ra khién Chi-Huy-Truong Ngudi
Nhai, Hai-Quan Trung-Ta Trinh Hoa Hiép, ra
1énh hai Tiéu Doi Nguoi Nhai dang tuan tiéu
bén kia séng tré vé Can-Cir; dong thoi Ong
cling chi thi nhitng LCU va Truc Vét don gia
dinh Nguoi Nhai va gia dinh Hai-Quéan thudc
Can-Cir Hai-Quan Cat-Lai, dua ra song, cho.

This news spread, prompting the Commander
of the Frogmen, Navy Commander Trinh Hoa
Hi¢p, to order the two Frogmen squads
patrolling on the other side of the river to return
to the base. At the same time, he also
instructed the LCUs (Landing Craft Utility)
and salvage vessels to pick up the Frogmen’s
families and the Navy families at the Cat Lai
Naval Base, take them to the river, and wait.
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HQ ? {Giang Van Ham 535}, Hai Quan Vlet
Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Su/Lugc Su Hai Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

HQ ? {Landing Craft Utility (LCU) 535}
Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A
Brief History of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy, pp. 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam
Navy Publication (2012)}

1 gio chiéu, Trung-TAm Hanh-Quan Khong-
Quan bo trong.

At 1 p.m., the Republic of Vietnam Air Force
Operations Center was abandoned

Nhimg bién dong don dap khién Hai-Quéan
quyét dinh nén di tdn vao khoang 6 gio chiéu —
thay vi 10 gio dém nhu da du dinh.

The rapid developments led the Republic of
Vietnam Navy to decide to evacuate around 6
p.m. instead of 10 p.m. as originally planned.

Ong Richard Armitage lai dién thoai vé Trung-
Tam Hanh- Quan H4ai-Quan, thuc hoi Hai-
Quan ra di.

Mr. Richard Armitage called the Naval
Operations Center again, urging the Navy to
leave.

Nhén thdy Hai-Quén khong phai 1a mét luc
luong chién déu thuan tiy, bay gid, Bo-Tong-
Tham-Muu va Trung-Tam hanh quan Khong-
Quan bo tréng, Hai-Quan khong thé & lai chién
dau don doc. Vivay, 1énh di tan dugc ban hanh
lac 2 gid chiéu 29 thang 4!

Recognizing that the Navy was not a purely
combat force, and with the Joint Chiefs of Staff
and the Air Force Operations Center now
abandoned, the Navy could not remain to fight
alone. Therefore, the evacuation order was
issued at 2 p.m. on April 29!

Sau khi dugc thong bao 1a den gi0 Hai-Quan
phai ra di, rat nhiéu binh si ngdi bét trong san
Trai Bach- Dang, om dau, khoc! Mot sb binh si
khéc vQi vang chay di.

After being informed that it was time for the
Navy to leave, many sailors sat down on the
ground in the courtyard of Bach-Dang Camp,
holding their heads and crying. Some other
sailors hurriedly ran off.

Trung-Tam Hanh-Quan Hai-Quan kéu goi
nhimng ai khong mudn ra di, hdy giup canh gac
phia cong truong Mé-Linh, gitp nguoi ra di
duoc di tan trong trat ty. Biy gio khong con hé
thong chi huy nita ma chi con uy tin ca nhan
méi co thé gitp diéu dong mot khéi nhan su
khong 16 ctia mot quan ching tan hang vao gid
phut chot.

The Naval Operations Center called on those
who did not wish to leave to assist in guarding
the Mé-Linh Square area, ensuring that the
evacuation of those departing could proceed in
an orderly manner. At that point, there was no
longer a command system; only personal
prestige could help mobilize the massive
personnel of a disbanded military branch in its
final hour.
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Cong-Truong Mé-Linh, Sai Gon, Viét Nam
Cong Hoa {https://nhacxua.vn/hinh-anh-cong-
truong-me-linh-o-sai-gon-qua-nhung-bien-co-
lich-su/}

Me-Linh Square, Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
{https://nhacxua.vn/hinh-anh-cong-truong-
me-linh-o-sai-gon-qua-nhung-bien-co-lich-
su/}

Trén khong, tryc thang bay ngép tro1. Trén bo,
dong bao va quin nhan d6 x6 xubng bén Bach-
Ding va Hai-Quan Cong-Xuong. Trén song,
mot sb chién ham da vao vi tri va mét so khac
dang trén duong vé. Stng bit dau ndé quanh
vong dai Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan.

In the air, helicopters filled the sky. On the
shore, civilians and military personnel rushed
to the Bach-Pang Wharf and the Saigon Naval
Shipyard. On the river, some warships had
already taken position, while others were on
their way back. Gunfire began to erupt around
the perimeter of the Navy Headquarters.

To4n Nhay-Du ¢ bon phén canh gac kho dan
Thanh Tuy-Ha ro1 vung trach nhiém, sang
song, xin Hai-Quan cho di tdn. Hai-Quan yéu
cau toan Nhay-Du phdi hop véi Quan-Canh
Hai-Quan lo trat ty phia cong truong Mé-Linh,
sau d6 Hai-Quan s¢€ giap phuong tién cho ho di
tan.

The Airborne unit tasked with guarding the
Thanh Tuy-Ha ammunition depot left their
area of responsibility, crossed the river, and
requested evacuation from the Navy. The
Navy asked the Airborne unit to coordinate
with the Navy Military Police to maintain
order around Mé-Linh Square, after which the
Navy would provide them with means for
evacuation.

Tu-Lénh Hai-Quén, Pho-Do- Déc Chung Tan
Cang, chi thi tat ca si quan cao cap: Bén 7 gio
t61, néu khong c6 bién chuyén nao thay do6i
cudc dién, Hai-Quan sé ra di.

Vice Admiral Chung Tan Cang, Chief of Naval
Operations, instructed all senior officers: By 7
p-m., if there are no developments that change
the situation, the Navy will depart.

5 gio chiéu 29 thang 4, Téng Thong Duong
Vin Minh goi Pho-D6-Dbc Chung Tan Cang.
Phé-D6-Ddc Cang hoi Tong Thong Minh can
gi, Ong s& dén. Nhung Tong Théng Minh bao
thoi, dwa Ph6-Dé-Ddc Diép Quang Thuy dén
cling dugc.

5 p.m. on April 29, 1975, President Duong Van
Minh called Vice Admiral Chung Tan Cang.
Vice Admiral Cang asked what President Minh
needed, and said he would come. But
President Minh said it was fine to send
Commodore Di¢p Quang Thuy instead.
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Phé Dé-Bdéc Diép-Quang-Thay (1932-2013),
Tham-Muu-Trudéng Hai-Quan, Hai Quan Viét

Nam Cong Hoa
{http://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/thuy.j
pg}

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoa 3 (7/1953 — 01/1954), B¢ Nhat Song
Nam
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Commodore Diep Quang Thuy (1932-2013),
Chief of Staff, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{http://members.tripod.com/~nguyentin/thuy.j

pg}

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 3
(7/1953 — 01/1954), First Gemini

Tai tu dinh, Tong Théng Minh t6 ra rat hai 1ong
vé su dong gop 16n lao ciia Hai-Quén trong
nhimg cudc triét thoai doc duyén hai. Tong
Théong Minh ciing hét 10i khen ngoi tinh than
ky luat cao cua Hai-Quan. Sau d6, Téng
Théng Minh néi qua vé tinh hinh nghiém trong
hién tai va khuyén Pho-Dé-Bdc Thuy nén dua
Hai-Quan rit trong dém, trudce khi Viét-Cong
du thi gid bé song Long Tao. Pho-Dé-Dbc
Thily dé nghi Téng Thong Minh di lu6n, nhung
Téng Thong Minh tir chdi — nhu da tir chdi 10
dé nghi cua cua Tuéng Charlie Timmes lac
sang. Tong Thong Minh bao: “Théi, tinh thé
nay moa khéng di dwoc! Poi ngwoi cé chét
ciing chi chét mét lan théi!” Sau d6, Toéng
Thong cudi cing cua chinh thé V.N.C.H.,

At the presidential palace, President Minh
expressed great satisfaction with the Navy's
significant contributions to the coastal
evacuation operations. President Minh also
highly praised the Navy's strong sense of
discipline. ~ Subsequently, President Minh
briefly discussed the current critical situation
and advised Commodore Thuy to withdraw the
Navy during the night before the Viet Cong
had enough time to seal off the Long Tao
River. Commodore Thuy suggested that
President Minh leave as well, but President
Minh refused—just as he had declined a
similar suggestion from General Charlie
Timmes earlier that morning. President Minh
said, “No, in this situation, I cannot leave! In
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Tudéng Duong Vin Minh, nhd Pho-Dé-Ddc
Diép Quang Thuy dua Tudng Nguyén Thanh
Hoang, Dai Ta Nguyén Hong Pai — ré cia
Téng Théng Minh — va Tudng Mai Hiru Xuén
theo Hai-Quan ra di.

life, a person only dies once!” Afterward, the
last President of the Republic of Vietnam,
General Duong Van Minh, asked Commodore
Diép Quang Thily to escort General Nguyén
Thanh Hoang, Colonel Nguyén Hong Dai -
President Minh’s son-in-law - and General Mai
Hiru Xuén to safety with the Navy.

Thiéu Tuong Charles J. Tlmmes (1907-199),
Luc Quan Hoa Ky
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles J. Ti
mmes}

Major General Charles J Timmes (1907-
1990), United States Army
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles J. Ti
mmes}
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DPai Ta Nguyén Hong Dai (1951-2018)
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt nguyenhong
dai.htm}
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Colonel Nguyen Hong Dai (1951-2018),
Republic of Vietnam Army
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt_nguyenhong
dai.htm}

Lieutenant General Mai Huu Xuan, Republic

of Vietnam Army
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Trung Tudng Mai Hiru Xuan
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mai_H%E1%
BB%AFu Xu%C3%A2n}

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mai_H%E1%
BB%AFu_ Xu%C3%A2n}

Sau khi tir gid Téong Thong Minh, di chua dén
chd chiéc Jeep dau, Pho-Dé-Dbc Thuy di thay
hai vi Tuéng va mot vi Dai-Ta ngdi sin trén
bing sau chiéc Jeep cta Ong rdi!

After bidding farewell to President Minh,
before even reaching his parked Jeep,
Commodore Thuy saw two Generals and one
Colonel already seated in the back of his Jeep!

Luc nay, tai Can-Cur Hai-Quan Cat-Lai, Trung-
Ta Trinh Hoa Hiép tri€u tap phién hop khan
cap. Vao lc 6 gio chiéu, budi hop vira tan thi
Viét-Cong phao ngay vao Can-Cur Hai-Quan,
ding nhu tin ho da loan!

At this moment, at the Cat Lai Naval Base,
Navy Commander Trinh Hoa Hiép convened
an emergency meeting. At 6 p.m., just as the
meeting ended, the Viet Cong shelled the
Naval Base, exactly as they had announced!

Cat Lai,
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/32388822326/in/photostream/}

Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Cat Lai Naval Base, Republic of Vietnam
Navy
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/97930879@
N02/32388822326/in/photostream/}

Trén hé thong truyén tin, Trung-Ta Hiép diéu
dong nhitng LCU Truc V6t dua gia dinh binh
s vé Nha-Bé, hudng ra bién. Chiéc LCU danh
riéng cho Ong va toan Hai-Kich chién d4u dau
ngay bon dau, suyt trang dan. Trung-T4 Hiép
ra 1énh chat gidy, tach bén.

Over the communication system, Navy
Commander Hiép directed the LCU salvage
vessels to transport soldiers' families to Nha
Be, heading toward the sea. The LCU reserved
for him and the combat Sea Commandos was
docked right at the oil tank, narrowly avoiding
enemy fire. Navy Commander Hiép ordered
the ropes to be cut, detaching from the dock.

Trong canh hon loan nhu vay Giang-Poan 91
Truc-L6i van binh than chay qua, chay lai gitra
song, phan phao dir doi.

Amid such chaotic conditions, Minesweeper
Riverine Group 91 remained calm, cruising
back and forth across the river, fiercely
returning fire.

Tai duong Cuong-Dé, timg thac ngudi tudbn
vao Hai-Quan Cong-Xuong. Truong Khéi An-
Ninh Hai-Quén, Pai-T4 Chién-Binh Nguyén
Vin Tan dung nhin moi ngudi chay loan bing
d61 mét lanh ling tir sau canh cong sit ctia Hai-
Quan Cong-Xudng.

At Cuong Dé Street, waves of people poured
into the Saigon Naval Shipyard. The Head of
Naval Security, Navy Captain Nguyén Vin
Tan, stood watching the chaotic crowd with
cold eyes from behind the iron gate of the
Naval Shipyard.
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Tai bén Bach-Déng, cau B, ba chién ham dau
sat nhau, theo thur thy, tir trong ra ngoai: HQ 1,
HQ 3 va HQ 2.

At Bach Dang Wharf, Pier B, three warships
were docked close together, in the following

order from innermost to outermost: HQ 1, HQ
3, and HQ 2.
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HQ Tran-Quang-Khai {Tuan Duong Ham 2},
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}
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HQ Tran-Quang-Khai {High Endurance
Cutter (WHEC) 2}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}
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HQ Tran-Nhat-Dut {Tuin Duong Ham 3},

Hai Quan Vit Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

tin dwong ham Tran Nhdt Dut—-HQ 3
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HQ Tran-Nhat Duat {ngh Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 3}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

Vi dau ngoai cung, HQ 2 la chlen ham déu tién
tach bén, chi véi mot nira s6 nhan vién co hiru.
Ph6-Dé-Déc Nguyén Hiru Chi, Phy-Ta Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quan Hanh-Quan Luu-Dong-Bién,
c6 mat trén HQ 2.

As it was docked on the outermost side, HQ 2
was the first warship to depart from the pier,
with only half of its regular crew. Commodore
Nguyén Hitu Chi, Deputy Chief of Naval
Operations for Mobile Sea Operations, was
present at HQ 2.
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Pho-Dé-Dc Nguyén Hitu Chi (1931-1988),
Phu-Ta Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Hanh-Quan Luu-
Pong-Bién, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://bienxua.wordpress.com/2016/05/01/p
ho-de-doc-nguyen-huu-chi-ke-ve-cuoc-hai-
trinh-cuoi/}

Commodore Nguyen Huu Chi (1931-1988),
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for Mobile
Sea Operations, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://bienxua.wordpress.com/2016/05/01/p
ho-de-doc-nguyen-huu-chi-ke-ve-cuoc-hai-
trinh-cuoi/}

Sau 7 gio, chién ham day nguoi va thay tinh
hinh khong thay dbi, Pho-Dé-Béc Pinh Manh
Hung, Phu-Té4 Tu-Lénh Hai-Quéan hanh-quan
Luu-Dong-Song, ra Iénh HQ 3 tach bén. Luc
nay trén HQ 3 con c6 Pho-Dé-Déc Hoang Co
Minh, cyu Tu-Lénh Vung II Duyén-Hai.

After 7 p.m., with the warship filled with
people and no change in the situation,
Commodore Dinh Manh Hung, Deputy Chief
of Naval Operations for Mobile Riverine
Operations, ordered HQ 3 to depart from the
pier. At this time, Commodore Hoang Co
Minh, former Commander of Coastal Zone II,
was also on board HQ 3.

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoéa 5 “7/1954 - 5/1955”, D¢ Nhat Hai Su),
Tu Lénh Hai Quan/Vung II Duyén Hai, Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Trang Naval Training Center Class 5 “7/1954
- 5/1955”, First Leo), Commander, Coastal
Zone II, Republic of Vietnam Navy
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{Hai Str Tuyén Tip, trang 492, a Republic of
Vietnam Navy publication (2004)}

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _

{Naval History Anthology, page 492, a
Republic of Vietnam Navy publication
(2004)}

https://www.vnnavydallas.com/tailieu/2021 _

Hai Su Tuvyen Tap.pdf

Hai Su Tuyen Tap.pdf
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Cac SQHQ khod 5 mde quan-phuc dai-1é tai Ky-Pai TTHLHQINT,
Mét Si-Quan mdc tiéu-1é sooc dirng gida.

{Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 506, a Republic of Vietnam Navy
Publication (2012)}
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Cac SQHQ khod 5 mie quan-phuc dai-1é tai Ky-Pai TTHLHQINT,
Mot Si-Quan mdc tiéu-1é sooc dirng gida.

The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 5 (7/1954 —
5/1955), First Leo, wear their full ceremonial
naval uniforms at the flagpole of the Nha
Trang Naval Training Center, Republic of
Vietnam Navy. A Naval Officer Cadet in a
striped semi-ceremonial dress uniform stands
in the middle

{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 506, a
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Theo lich trinh di tan, HQ 1 dugc chon lam
Soai Ham, véi cd Tu-Lénh trén ky dai, dé don
Ph6-Do-Ddc Chung Tan Cang va Pho-Dé-Déc
Di¢p Quang Thuy. Nhung dan chiang tran Ién
qua dong, gia dinh Ph6-D6-Dbc Cang va gia
dinh Pho-Dé-Déc Thay khong thé nhap ham

According to the evacuation schedule, HQ 1
was designated as the Flagship, with the Chief
of Naval Operations' flag on its mast, to
receive Vice Admiral Chung Tan Cang and
Commodore Di€¢p Quang Thuy. However, due
to the overwhelming influx of civilians, the

duoc. families of Vice Admiral Cang and
Commodore Thuy were unable to board the
warship.

Luc nay trén HQ 1 ¢6 cuu Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan,
DPé-Ddc Lam Nguon Tanh va cyu Chi-Huy-
Truong Trung-Tam Hudn-Luyén Hai-Quén
Nha-Trang, Pho-Dé-Dc Nguyén Thanh Chau.
Nhung lai Véng mat Ham-Truong, Hai-Quan
Trung-T4 Nguyén Dich Hung.

At this moment on HQ 1, there were the former
Chief of Naval Operations, Rear Admiral Lam
Nguon Ténh, and the former Superintendent of
the Nha Trang Naval Training Center,
Commodore Nguyén Thanh Chau. However,
the Commanding Officer, Navy Commander
Nguyén Dich Hung, was absent.
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/o &
Pé-Béc Lam Nguon Tanh (1928-2018), Cuu
Tu Lénh Hai Quan, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang
Khoa 1 (7/1952 — 10/1952), Bé Nhit Duong
Cuu,
{https://www.truclamyentu.info/vietnamsea’h
g-dd-lam-nguon-tanh.html}

/o  §
Rear Admiral Lam Nguon Tanh (1928-2018),
Former Chief of Naval Operations, Republic
of Vietnam Navy

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 1
(7/1952 — 10/1952), First Aries

{https://www.truclamyentu.info/vietnamsea’h
g-dd-lam-nguon-tanh.html}
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Phé Dé Doc Nguyén Thanh Chau (1933-
2017), Chi-Huy-Truéng Trung-Tam Huan-

Luyén Hai-Quan Nha-Trang, Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa

@«
e

Trung TAm Huén Luyén Hai Quin Nha Trang
Khoa 3 (7/1953 — 01/1954), B¢ Nhat Song
Nam

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n Thanh Ch%C3%A2u}
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Commodore Nguyén Thanh Chau (1933-

2017), Superintendent of the Nha Trang Naval
Training Center, Republic of Vietnam Navy

A

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 3
(7/1953 — 01/1954), First Gemini

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Thanh Ch%C3%A2u}

Xuat than khoa 4 Brest, Trung-T4 Hung co
nhiéu dtrc tinh ma it si quan cao nao 4p dung
dé chi huy. Chinh mt trong nhiing dtrc tinh
4y da khién Ong vang mat vao gio phut chot.

A graduate of Ecole Navale Class 4 (9/1955 —
6/1957), Brest, France, Navy Commander
Hung possessed many virtues that few senior
officers applied in their command. It was one
of those virtues that led to his absence at the
final moment.

Nguyén nhén sy ving mit ciia Ham-Trudng
Hung 14, ngay 29 thang 4, Ham-Truéng Hung
tuyén bd trudc tit ca nhan vién HQ 1: Nhan
vién nao co cip béac thap nhit trén chién ham
s& 1a nguoi dau tién dua gia dinh 1én chién ham.
Nguoi ndo mang cap bac cao nhit trén chién
ham s& dem gia dinh 1én chién ham sau cing.
Vi 1& @6, trong khi nhitng chién ham khac da
tuan ty tich bén ma Ham-Trudng HQ 1 di dén
gia dinh van chua trd lai dugc!

The reason for Navy Commander Hung's
absence was that on April 29, Commanding
Officer Hung announced to all personnel of
HQ 1: The crew member with the lowest rank
on the warship would be the first to bring their
family aboard. The person with the highest
rank on the warship would bring their family
aboard last. For this reason, while other
warships had already departed one by one, the
Commanding Officer of HQ 1, who had gone
to retrieve his family, had not yet returned!
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Vi khong biét Pé-Doc Lam Nguon Tanh c6
mit trong s6 ngudi luc nhic trén san chién
ham, va cling vi Ham-Pho HQ 1 khong phai 1a
mot s quan Hai-Quan nguyén thuy, Pho- Dé-
Pbc Nguyén Thanh Chau liy quyén si quan
tham nién hién dién, ra Iénh HQ 1 tach bén.

Unaware that Rear Admiral Lam Nguon Ténh
was among the crowd of people packed on the
warship’s deck, and since the Executive
Officer of HQ 1 was not an original Navy
officer, Commodore Nguyén Thanh Chau, as
the senior-ranking officer present, exercised
his authority and ordered HQ 1 to depart from
the dock.

Trong khi do, tai cau A, Pho-bo-boc Cang
cing gia dinh va Pho-Dé-Dbc Thuy cung gia
dinh — sau khi khong thé 1én dwoc HQ 1, ca hai
Ong va gia dinh phai sang HQ 601 — thi bj ket
trén cau tau; vi Ham-Truong HQ 601, Hai-
Quan Pai-Uy Tran Van Chéanh, khong cho 1én
tau.

Meanwhile, at Pier A, Vice Admiral Cang and
his family, along with Commodore Thuy and
his family - after failing to board HQ 1 - were
stuck on the dock because the Commanding
Officer of HQ 601, Navy Lieutenant Tran Vin
Chénh, did not allow them to board the ship.

HQ Tién Méi {Tuan Duyén Ham 60, H
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {https://history-
classics.de/?page 1d=2989}

HQ Tien Moi {Patrol Gunboat, Motor (PGM)

601}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://history-classics.de/?page 1d=2989}

Mot lac sau, nhan dién dugc hai vi si quan cao
cAp Hai-Quan, Pai-Uy Chanh cho Phé-Dé-
Déc Cang va gia dinh cung Pho-Dé-Dbc Thiy
va gia dinh nhap ham.

A short while later, after recognizing the two
senior Navy officers, Navy Lieutenant Chanh
allowed Vice Admiral Cang and his family,
along with Commodore Thuy and his family,
to board the ship.

Tbi 29 thang 4, lic 10 gid, HQ 11 khéng thé
roi bén, vi HQ 504 dau bén ngoai khong chiu
di. Tuy hé thong chi huy di tan ri, nhung
quanh dai chi huy cua HQ 504 linh gic cin
mat, khong ai tiép xuc duoc vo1 Ham-Trudng
— mot si quan tir Truong V5-Bi Qudc-Gia Da-
Lat nhap hoc va t6t nghiép khéa 11 si quan
Hai-Quéan Nha-Trang. Cudi cung, mot sy gian
xép ém dep voi thuy tha doan caa HQ 504 va
chinh nhiing thuy thu nay thdo giay, gitip HQ
11 van chuyén.

On the night of April 29, at 10 p.m., HQ 11
could not leave the dock because HQ 504,
moored outside, refused to move. Although
the command structure had collapsed, the
command bridge of HQ 504 was heavily
guarded, and no one could make contact with
the Commanding Officer, a graduate of the
Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 11,
who had previously attended the Pa Lat
National Military Academy. In the end, a
peaceful arrangement was made with the crew
of HQ 504, and it was these very sailors who




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 52

untied the mooring lines, allowing HQ 11 to
get underway.

HQ Qu1 Nhon {Duong Van Ham 504} Ha1
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Su/Lugc Su
Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443,
A Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

HQ Qu1 Nhon {Landmg Sh1p Tank (LST)
504}, Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval
History/A Brief History of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443, A Republic of
Vietnam Navy Publication (2012)}

Vua khi do, Héi-Qu@n in-Té Trinh Xuan
Phong lai xe Jeep xudng bén tau, tw xung la
Tu-Lénh Ham-D0oi, ra 1énh tat ca chién ham &
lai!

At that moment, Navy Captain Trinh Xuan
Phong drove a Jeep to the dock, declaring
himself the Fleet Forces Commander, and
ordered all warships to stay!

T HQ 11, Hai-Quan Pai-Ta D4 Kiém khuyén
cao Dai-Ta Phong nén rut lui trude khi nhitng
diéu dang tiéc co thé xay ra. Dai-Ta Phong
lang 1€ 1én xe, 14i di.

From HQ 11, Navy Captain D4 Kiém advised
Navy Captain Phong to withdraw before any
unfortunate incidents could occur. Navy
Captain Phong quietly got into his Jeep and
drove away.

Pai-T4 Kiém xtr dung dai-chi-huy HQ 11 nhu
mot trung tdm hanh quan luu dong dé dicu
dong tat cd chién ham.

Navy Captain Kiém used the command bridge
of HQ 11 as a mobile operations center to
direct all the warships.

11 gio dém, gitra luc kho xang Nha-Bé trung
dai bac, nd tung, gy mot dam chay ngat troi
thi trén hé théng truyen tin cta hau hét chién
ham ngudi ta nghe tiéng Hai-Quan Dai-Ta
Tran Binh Phii, Tham-Muu-Phé nhén vién, tir
trung tim truyén tin Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan, tu
xung la Tham-Muu-Phé Hanh-Quan Bo-Tu-
Lénh Hai-Quan, ra 1&€nh cho tat ca chién ham
khéng di chuyén, chd 1énh!

At 11 p.m., just as the Nha B¢ fuel depot was
hit by artillery and exploded, causing a
massive fire that lit up the sky, the voice of
Navy Captain Tran Binh Phu, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Personnel, was heard over the
communication system of nearly all the
warships. Broadcasting from the Republic of
Vietnam Navy’s communications center, he
identified himself as the Deputy Chief of Staff
for Operations and ordered all warships to
remain in place and await further instructions.

Pai-T4 Kiém bao Pai-T4 Phi im di va Dai-Ta
Kiém ra 1énh doan tau tiép tuc di chuyén theo
ké hoach da dinh va khong nhén 1énh bat cir tir
ai khac.

Navy Captain Kiém told Navy Captain Phi to
be quiet and ordered the fleet to continue
moving according to the established plan,
accepting no orders from anyone else.
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Trong khi kho xdng Nha-B¢ trung dan va phut
chay, Chi-Huy-Truéng can ctr Hai-Quan Nha-
B¢, Pai-Ta Co-Khi Lé Kim Sa hop tat ca si
quan; nhung dén qué ntra dém van khong quyét
dinh duoc gi ca.

While the Nha B¢ fuel depot was hit and burst
into flames, the Commander of the Nha Bé
Naval Base, Engineer Captain Lé Kim Sa,
gathered all the officers, but even past
midnight, no decisions had been made.

Tiép dén, Truong Khdi An-Ninh Hai-Quan,
Dai-T4 Chién-Binh Nguyén Vin Tan, 1én may
vo tuyén, ty nhan 1a Tu-Lénh Hai-Quén, ra
1énh tat ca chién ham & lai.

Subsequently, the Chief of Naval Security,
Navy Captain Nguyén Vin Tén, took to the
radio, identifying himself as the Chief of Naval
Operations, and ordered all warships to stay
put.

Pai-Ta P4 Kiém lai 1én tiéng can ngan Pai-Ta
Pht. Nhung diéu tai hai 1a Dai-T4 Pha va Dai-
T4 Tan xtr dyung may clia trung-tAm truyén tin
Hai-Quan, c6 lan song manh, nhiing dai xa nhu
Poulo Obi hodc Phi-Qubc nghe dugc; trong
khi Pai-Ta Kiém dung may cua HQ 11 yéu
hon, vi vy, chi nhiing chién ham gﬁn moinhan
duoc 1énh cua Pai-Ta Kiém. PDai-Ta Kiém
cling lién lac dugc véi nhiéu don vi song va
hen gdp nhau tai Con-Son.

Navy Captain D6 Kiém spoke out again to
oppose Navy Captain Pha. However, the
problem was that Navy Captains Phii and Tén
were using the Republic of Vietnam Navy’s
Communication Center’s transmitter, which
had a strong signal that could be received by
distant locations like Poulo Obi or Phii Quéc.
Meanwhile, Navy Captain Kiém was using the
weaker transmitter on HQ 11, so only nearby
warships could receive his orders. Navy
Captain Kiém also managed to contact several
river units and arranged to meet them at Con
Son.
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Poulo Obi va Poulo Dama, Viét Nam Cong
Hoa
{http://www.usssavage.org/FaussePouloObils
land.html}

Poulo Obi and Poulo Dama, Republic of
Vietnam
{http://www.usssavage.org/FaussePouloObils
land.html}

Ham-Po6i lam Iai ti€n va vo sO chién dinh,
giang dinh chay hai bén. Nhiéu loat sting cua

The fleet moved forward silently, with
numerous patrol boats and riverine craft
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nhiéu nhom quan nhén cam phan tir trén bd ban
1én tau. Sau khi tat hét dén dé khoi 16 myc tiéu,
tat ca chién ham duoc chi thi phai vot dong bao
va quan ban trén cac ghe thuyén. Chién dinh
va giang dinh duoc khuyén khich cb chay ra
dén bién, s& dugc tiép clru sau.

flanking both sides. Several bursts of gunfire
from angry groups of soldiers on the shore
were aimed at the ships. After turning off all
lights to avoid becoming targets, all warships
were instructed to pick up civilians and
friendly forces from the small boats. The
patrol boats and riverine craft were encouraged
to try to reach the open sea, where they would
be rescued later.

Nhitng chién ham ngoai khoi Viing-Tau duoc
1énh tap hop tai Con-Son, chd Ham-DJi ra.
Nhung HQ 505 lai tach ro1, chay ra dao Poulo
Dama, mang theo hon 2.000 ngudi va hai truc
thang.

The warships off the coast of Viing Tau were
ordered to assemble at Con Son to await the
fleet’s arrival. However, HQ 505 broke away
and headed toward Poulo Dama Island,
carrying over 2,000 people and two
helicopters.

HQ Nha-Trang (Duong Van Ham 505), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2021/august/greatest-
humanitarian-mission }

. NN B = s
HQ Nha-Trang {Landing d‘ Shi Tank (LST)
505}, Republic of Vietnam  Navy

{https://www.usni.org/magazines/naval-
history-magazine/2021/august/greatest-
humanitarian-mission }

Thiy HQ 505 tach roi va khong lién lac vo
tuyén véi nhirng chién ham khac, nhiéu si quan
va doan vién nghi ngd Ham-Truong. Tét ca
am tham dit ké hoach dbi phé trong trudng hop
Ham-Trudng quay tau vé. Trong khi d6, mot
nhom khac lai muén dem chién ham vé lai
Saigon. Tinh hinh noi bo rit cing thang.

Seeing that HQ 505 had broken away and was
not communicating via radio with the other
warships, many officers and crew members of
HQ 505 grew suspicious of the Commanding
Officer. They quietly devised a contingency
plan to counter any attempt by the
Commanding Officer to turn the ship back.
Meanwhile, another group wanted to take the
warship back to Saigon. The internal situation
was agitated.

Luc nay, trén tan sd truyén tin, khong biét
“phe” nao dd goi dich danh nhiéu Ham-
Trudng, bado dung di, hay ¢ lai voi chinh phu
méi dé duoc trong vong!

bE

At this moment, over the communication
frequency, an unknown “faction” called out
several ship Commanding Officers by name,
urging them not to leave and to stay with the
new government, promising they would be
highly respected.
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Tir HQ 3, Pho-Pé-Boc Pinh Manh Hung bat
duoc lién lac v6 tuyén véi Pho-Do-Déc Chung
T4n Cang va Pho-Dé-Béc Diép Quang Thuy tir
HQ 601 cta Pai-Uy Tran Vin Chanh. Pai-Uy
Chanh dugc chi thi dua Ph6-Do-Pdc Cang va
Phé-Dé-béc Thiy sang HQ 3.

From HQ 3, Commodore Binh Manh Hung
established radio contact with Vice Admiral
Chung T4n Cang and Commodore Diép Quang
Thay from HQ 601, commanded by Navy
Lieutenant Tran Vin Chanh. Navy Lieutenant
Chanh was instructed to transfer Vice Admiral
Cang and Commodore Thuy to HQ 3.

Tu gidy phut do, HQ 3 trd thanh Soai-Ham.
Pho-Dé-Dbc Hung phu ta Pho-Do-Dbc Cang
chi huy Ham-bg¢i. Ham-DPdi Viét-Nam dugc
chia thanh nhiéu nhém nho; mdi nhém do mot
si quan tham nién hién dién chi huy.

From that moment, HQ 3 became the flagship.
Commodore Hung assisted Vice Admiral
Cang in commanding the fleet. The South
Vietnamese fleet was divided into several
small groups, each led by the most senior
officer present.

Trén dudng ra bién, vi mot may bat khién
dung, HQ 1 1ai vao bd, méc can! HQ 1 kéu ciru
trén tit ca tan s truyén tin nhung khong mot
chién ham nio tra 16! Khi dugc béo céo c6 hai
vi Tuéng Bo-Binh va cyu Tu-Lénh Lam
Nguon Tanh trén chién ham, Pho-Dé-Ddc
Chéau moi Dé-Déc Tanh 1én dai chi huy va nho
bé-Dbc Tanh ¢ dem chién ham ra. Tat ca co
khi vién duoc huy dong xudng him may dé sira
chira.

On the way out to sea, due to one engine
becoming inoperable, HQ 1 veered toward
shore and ran aground! HQ 1 sent distress calls
on all communication frequencies, but not a
single warship responded! When it was
reported that two Army Generals and former
Chief of Naval Operations Rear Admiral Lam
Nguon Téanh were on board, Commodore Chau
invited Rear Admiral Tanh to the command
bridge and asked him to try to get the warship
underway. All mechanics were mobilized to
the engine room to make repairs.

Vura khi d6 HQ 801 tro to1. Ham-Trudéng HQ
801, Hai-Quan Trung-T4 Nguyén Pha B4, cho
chién ham vao kéo HQ 1. Sau d6, Pho-Dé-bBdc
Chau ro1 HQ 1, sang HQ 801.

Just then, HQ 801 arrived. The Commanding
Officer of HQ 801, Navy Commander Nguyén
Phu B4, maneuvered the warship to tow HQ 1.
Afterward, Commodore Chau left HQ 1 and
boarded HQ 801.

HQ Can-Tho (Yém-Tro-Ham 801), Hai Quén
Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa {Hai St/Lugc St Hai
Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

HQ Can-Tho {Auxiliary General Purpose
(AGP) 801}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

B?mg vao nd luc vuot buc ciia cac co khi vién
va su trg luc hiru hiéu cua HQ 801, HQ 1 duogc
kéo ra. Sau do, HQ 1 vira chay, cac co khi vién

Through the extraordinary efforts of the
mechanics and the effective assistance of HQ
801, HQ 1 was successfully towed free.
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vira stra chira. Khi ra dén bién, hai may cua
HQ 1 déu tot ca.

Afterward, as HQ 1 moved forward, the
mechanics continued their repairs. By the time
it reached the open sea, both engines of HQ 1
were fully operational.

Khuya 29 thang 4, nhan théy thoi gian an dinh
cho M¥ triét thoai khoi Viét-Nam vua du,
Tudng Viét-Cong Vin Tién Diing xin chi thi
Ha-Nbi dé tan cong Saigon.

Late on April 29, realizing that the deadline for
the American withdrawal from Vietnam had
just elapsed, Viet Cong General Vin Tién
Diing requested instructions from Hanoi to
launch an attack on Saigon.

Ngay sau khi thinh cAu dwgc chip thuan,
Tudng Vian Tién Diing ra 1énh nhiing don vi
Phéo-Binh ngung phao kich vao thu d6 dé Su-
Poan 324 Bic quan tién vao!

Immediately after his request was approved,
General Vian Tién Diing ordered the artillery
units to cease shelling Saigon to allow the
324th Division of the North Vietnamese Army
to advance!

Trong khi Su-Doan 324 Bic quan tién vao
Saigon thi ngoai bién khoi, nhiéu Ham-Trudng
nghe tiéng Pho-Dé-Dc Hoang Co Minh, Hai-
Quén Pai-T4 Nguyén Xuén Son — tir HQ 3 —
va Pho-Dé-DBbc Nguyén Thanh Chéu — tr HQ
801 — diéu dong trén may vo tuyen Cang vé
sang thi chi con mot minh Pho-Dé-Dbc Hoang
Co Minh chi huy Ham-Dgi.

As the 324th Division of the North Vietnamese
Army advanced into Saigon, out at sea, many
ship Commanding Officers heard the voices of
Commodore Hoang Co Minh, Navy Captain
Nguyén Xuin Son - from HQ 3 - and
Commodore Nguyén Thanh Chau - from HQ
801 - coordinating over the radio. As morning
approached, only Commodore Hoang Co
Minh remained in command of the fleet.

30 thang 4, khoang 3 gio sang, cyu Tu-Lénh
Hai-Quan Vung III Séng Ngoi, Hai-Quan Dai-
Ta Trinh Quang Xuan, tr mot PBR, 1én HQ
502.

On April 30, around 3 am. former
Commander, Riverine Zone III, Navy Captain
Trinh Quang Xuan, boarded HQ 502 from a
PBR.

dpfgng van ham (LST) Thi Nal HO 592

.

HQ Thi-Nai (Duong-Van-Ham 502), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

dpfgng van ham (LST) Thi Nal HOQ 592

. e

HQ Thi-Nai {Landing Ship Tank (LST) 502},
Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

Luac nay HQ 406 chi con chay dugc mot may.
Sau khi ra dén Viing-Tau, HQ 406 phai cdp vao
HQ 800, s6t ngudi sang. Sau d6, Pho- DPé-boc
Minh ra 1énh thao dng cho HQ 406 chim.

At this point, HQ 406 could only operate with
one engine. After reaching Viing Tau, HQ 406
had to dock alongside HQ 800 to transfer
people. Afterwards, Commodore Minh
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ordered the scuttling of HQ 406 by opening its
valves.

Nhi,éu ghe thuyén va tau nhod viy quanh may
chién ham Hoa-Ky, nhung khong ai duogc 1én
tau.

Many small boats and vessels surrounded the
U.S. warships, but no one was allowed to
board.

5 gio 30 sang, Li-Doan Thiét-Ky 203 Viét-
Cong tién vao Tan-Cang, tim dudng vé thu do.

At 5:30 a.m., the Viet Cong's 203rd Armored
Brigade advanced into Tan Cang, seeking a
route to Saigon.

Tong Théng Duong Vin Minh phdi Tong
Truéng Thong-Tin Ly Quy Chung dén Camp
David nhiéu 1an dé tim hiéu nhitng yéu sach
clia phai bo Viét-Cong. Toéng Théng Minh
cling lién lac v6éi Thuong-Toa Thich Tri
Quang, nhung Thugng-Toa cling té vé bi quan,
khong thé gitip Téng Théng Minh.

President Duong Van Minh sent Minister of
Information Ly Quy Chung to Camp David
multiple times to investigate the demands of
the Viet Cong delegation. President Minh also
contacted Venerable Thich Tri Quang, but the
monk expressed pessimism and was unable to
assist President Minh.

Tong Truéng Thong-Tin Ly Quy Chung
(1940-2005), Viet Nam  Cong
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%BD_Q
u%C3%AD_Chung}

Hoa

b 2
Ly Quy Chung (1940-2005), Minister of
Information, Republic of  Vietnam
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%C3%BD_Q
u%C3%AD_Chung}
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Venerable Thich Tri Quang (1923 2019)
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%ADc
h Tr%C3%AD Quang}

Ong Ly Quy Chung trinh v6i Tong Théng
Minh rang Viét-Cong budc phai dau hang dé
tranh d6 mau. Ca 6ng Chung va Thuong-Toa
Thich Tri Quang déu khuyén Téng Thdng
Minh nén dau hang.

Mr. Ly Quy Chung reported to President Minh
that the Viet Cong demanded a surrender to

avoid bloodshed. Both Mr. Chung and
Venerable Thich Tri Quang advised President
Minh to surrender.

Pay khong phai 1a 1an dau tién Tong Thong
Duong Vin Minh nghe noi d&én giai phap dau
hang. Trong miy ngay qua, Pierre Prochand,
mot nhan vién tin can cia Dai-Str Phap, va
ngay ca Dai-St Phap, Mérillon, cing da cd
thuyet phuc Tdng Thong Minh nén chap nhan
diéu kién cua Viét-Cong!

This was not the first time President Duong
Van Minh had heard about the option of
surrender. Over the past few days, Pierre
Prochand, a trusted aide of the French
Ambassador, and even the French Ambassador
himself, Me¢rillon, had tried to persuade
President Minh to accept the Viet Cong's
conditions.
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“

Pai-St Phap Jean-Marie Meérillon (1926-
2013) {https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-
Marie M%C3%A09rillon}

French Ambassador Jean-Marie Me¢érillon
(1926-2013)
{https://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jean-

Marie M%C3%A0Orillon}

Trong khi tai Saigon, Téng Théng Minh bj
thuyét phuc phai dau hang thi, ngoai khoi, HQ
17 duogc chi thi ra Phﬁ-Quéc ciru mot xa-lan
day nguoi. Nhung vi biét tai Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-
Quan ching con ai va ciing vi gia dinh con ket
lai Saigon, Ham-Trudéng HQ 17 khong thi hanh
1€nh!

While in Saigon, President Minh was
persuaded to surrender. Offshore, HQ 17 was
ordered to Phi Qudc to rescue a barge full of
people. However, knowing that there was no
one left at the Republic of Vietnam Navy
Headquarters and that his family was still
stranded in Saigon, the Commanding Officer
of HQ 17 did not carry out the order!

tiin duong hem Ng6 Quyén — HQ 17 H
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HQ Ng6-Quyén (WHEC 17), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

HQ Ngb-Quyén {High Endurance Cutter
(WHEC) 17}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

HQ 403 khong thé di xa vi thiéu nhét, duge
bai-Uy Xuan va Trung-Uy Ty dem veé.

HQ 403 could not travel far due to a lack of oil
and was brought back by Navy Lieutenant
Xuan and Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Ty.

HQ Ninh-Giang (Hai-Van-Ham 403), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.history.navy.mil/our-
collections/photography/numerical-list-of-
images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-93000/NH-
93785.html}

HQ Ninh-Giang {Landing Ship Medium
(LSM) 403}, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{https://www.history.navy.mil/our-
collections/photography/numerical-list-of-
images/nhhc-series/nh-series/NH-93000/NH-
93785.html}

HQ 601 duoc chinh Ham-Truong Tran Vin
Chanh dem vé. Cung ve véi HQ 601 con cod
Ham-Truéong HQ 801.

HQ 601 was brought back by its own
Commanding Officer, Tran Vin Chanh.
Accompanying HQ 601 was the Commanding
Officer of HQ 801.

HQ 502 chay cham vi chi con mdt may, vira
chay vira sira. Nhiéu nguoi tinh nguyén dung
xép hang tir dai-chi-huy xudng ham lai dé
chuyén khau lénh.

HQ 502 was moving slowly because only one
engine was operational, running while being
repaired. Many people volunteered to stand in
a line from the command bridge to the engine
room to relay verbal commands.

Lién-Doan Ngudi Nhai chay dén Nha B¢ thi
dung, cho Trung-Té Trinh-Hoa-Hiép. Luc do,
Chi-Huy-Truong Ngudi Nhai va toan Hai-
Kich Chién-DAu 16i qua nhiéu con lach va chay
bo dén Nha Bé, dugc mot nhan vién dua mot
hors-bord vao don, dua 1én LCU. Tu LCU,
Trung-Ta Hiép diéu dong toan LCU ra bién.
Ra dén bién, toan Nguoi Nhai, tong cong
khoang 60 ngudi, mdt sb 12 hoc vién khoa 8,

The Frogman Unit reached Nha B¢ and
stopped, waiting for Navy Commander Trinh
Hoa Hiép. At that time, the Frogman
Commander and the Sea Commando team
waded through several creeks and ran on foot
to Nha B¢, where a staff member brought a
hors-bord to pick them up and take them to an
LCU. From the LCU, Navy Commander Hiép
directed the LCU team out to sea. Upon
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théy HQ 502 vira ra toi ctra song, voi cap vao,
xin nhap ham.

reaching the open sea, the Frogman Unit,
totaling about 60 people, including some
trainees from Class 8, saw HQ 502 just
arriving at the river mouth. They hurriedly
approached and requested to board the ship.

Hors-bord

Hors-bord

Trong khi HQ 502 i ach tién, bong mot L-19
bay dén va luon vong quanh chién ham. Pén
vong thir ba, L-19 sa thip hon, cach miii tau
khoang 50 thudc va phi cong phy nhay ra. Lap
tic nhidu phao ndi dugc vat xubng. Bién
tuong dbi ém, nhung nhitng luon séng do HQ
502 tao nén da duia nguoi phi cong phu vé phia
sau chién ham.

As HQ 502 slowly moved forward, an L-19
aircraft suddenly approached and circled the
warship. On its third pass, the L-19 descended
lower, about 50 meters from the ship's bow,
and the co-pilot jumped out. Immediately,
several flotation devices were thrown
overboard. The sea was relatively calm, but
the waves generated by HQ 502 pushed the co-
pilot toward the stern of the warship.

L-19, Khong Quan Vi¢gt Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/roblovesey/6
251575884}

L-19, Republic of Vietnam Air Force
{https://www.flickr.com/photos/roblovesey/6
251575884}

Biét khong thé nao 6ng phi céng phu boi theo
chién ham dugc, Nguoi Nhai Nguyén Van Kiét
chup con dao ¢4 nhan, mang v6i déi chan nhai,
vong vao nguoi mot 40 phao va mang theo mot
phao nita cho nan nhan, roi ong Kiét nhay
xudng bién.

Knowing that the co-pilot could not possibly
swim after the warship, Frogman Nguyén Vin
Kiét grabbed his personal knife, quickly put on
a pair of his swim fins, secured a life jacket
around himself, and took an extra life vest for
the victim. Then, Mr. Kiét jumped into the sea.
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Biét-Hai Nguyén Vin Kiét

Sea Commando Nguyen Van Kiet

Sau khi vot duge dng phi cong phu, dng Kiét
¢b boi theo tau. Nhung vi nudc bi banh lai tau
day manh ra sau khién 6ng Kiét boi theo rat
khoé khan.

After rescuing the co-pilot, Mr. Kiét tried to
swim toward the ship. However, the strong
current pushed back by the ship's rudder made
it very difficult for him to keep up.

Trong khi 6ng Kiét gip kho khan trén trién
song thi trén khéng trung, chiéc L-19 déo lai
mot vong nira va phi cong nhay ra. Than nguoi
ctia ong phi cong vira cham mit nude lién bi
hét nhe 1én rdi chim lim!

While Mr. Kiét was struggling in the waves,
overhead, the L-19 aircraft circled once more,
and the pilot jumped out. As soon as the pilot's
body hit the water, he was lightly tossed
upward before sinking completely!

Thay ban gip nan, dng phi cong phu van nai
ong Kiét hiy bo 6ng ay ra, dén ctru gium ngudi
ban. Nhung, 6ng Kiét luong sttc minh. Ong
Kiét chua biét c6 thé dem dugc ngudi phi cong
phu 1én chién ham hay khong thi lam thé nao
ong Kié¢t ddm vét 6ng phi cong nira!

Seeing his friend in danger, the co-pilot
pleaded with Mr. Kiét to let him go and save
his friend instead. However, Mr. Kiét assessed
his own strength. Unsure if he could even
bring the co-pilot back to the warship, Mr. Ki¢t
dared not attempt to rescue the pilot as well!

Cudi cing, HQ 502 quay lai, vt ong Kiét va
ong phi cong phuy trong tiéng reo ho cua hon
3.000 nguoi trén chién ham.

Finally, HQ 502 turned back and rescued Mr.
Kiét and the co-pilot amid the cheers of over
3,000 people on the warship.

Trong thoi gian nay, Pho-Dé-Ddc Nghiém Vin
Phu, nguyén Tu-Lénh Luc-Luong Tuéan-Tham
kiém Tu-Lénh Pac-Nhiém 212, tr mdt PBR,
lién lac truyén tin voi cac chién ham dé tim gia
dinh! Khi biét gia dinh & trén HQ 502, Pho-Dé-
DPbc Phua 16n gip. Sau d6, Pho-Dé-Déc Phi

During this time, Commodore Nghiém Van
Phu, former Commander of the Patrol Force
and Commander of Task Force 212, used a
PBR to communicate with warships to locate
his family. Upon learning that his family was
on HQ 502, Commodore Phu went aboard to
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1am 1ui trd xudng PBR, quay lai song Soai Rap,
cho nhitng don vi Hai-Quén tr Vam-Co6-Dong
va Vam-Co-Tay ra.

meet them. Afterward, he quietly returned to
the PBR and headed back to the Soai Rap
River, waiting for his Navy units coming from
Vam Co6 Pong and Vam C¢ Tay.

Ciing thoi diém nay, tai Saigon, Tong-Tham-
Muu-Truong V.N.C.H., Trung Tudéng Vinh
Loc, tiép Pai-Tudng Phap — Vanuxem — tai toa
nha chinh Bo-Tong-Tham-Muu. Trong cudc
tiép xuc ngin ngui nay, Pai-Tudng Vanuxem
cho Trung-Tuéng Vinh Loc hay rang Tong
Théng Duong Vin Minh dang soan vin bang
ra 1énh quan d6i V.N.C.H. budng sting dau
hang!

At the same time in Saigon, the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces, Lieutenant General
Vinh Loc, received French General Vanuxem
at the main building of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
Headquarters.  During this brief meeting,
General Vanuxem informed Lieutenant
General Vinh Loc that President Duong Van
Minh was drafting a proclamation ordering the
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces to lay
down their weapons and surrender!

Trung Tudéng Vinh Loc (1923-2009), Tong-
Tham-Muu-Truong Quan Lyc Viét Nam Cong
Hoa

{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Ph%C3%BAc_V%C4%A9nh L%El
%BB%99c}

Lieutenant General Vinh Loc (1923-2009),
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the

Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces, Republic
of Vietnam
{https://vi.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nguy%E1%BB
%85n_Ph%C3%BAc_V%C4%A9nh L%El
%BB%99c}
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Qua4 that vong, Tudng Vinh Loc, Trung Tudng
Tran Vian Trung — Tong-Giam-Dbc Nha
Chién-Tranh Chinh-trj — va Pai-Ta Nguyén
Ngoc Nhan dung xe c6 bang sao danh cho
Tong-Tham-Muu-Truong dén Bo-Tu-Lénh
H4éi-Quan tim phuong tién di tan!

Overwhelmed by disappointment, Lieutenant
General Vinh Loc, Lieutenant General Tran
Vian Trung — Director General of the Political
Warfare Department — and Colonel Nguyén
Ngoc Nhan used a vehicle with a license plate
reserved for the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff to go to the Republic of Vietnam Navy
Headquarters to find means of evacuation!

Dai-T4 Nguyén Van Tan, “Tan Tu-Lénh Hai-
Quan”, dich than dua Tudng Vinh Loc, Tudng
Trung va Dai-T4 Nhan xuéng mdt LCM
Giang-Canh dé ra bién.

Navy Captain Nguyén Vin Tan, the "newly
appointed Chief of Naval Operations,"
personally escorted General Vinh Loc, General
Trung, and Colonel Nhan to an LCM river
patrol boat to head out to sea.

Trong khi LCM Giang-Canh dua Trung Tuong
Téng-Tham-Muu- -Truong cubi cung cla
Quan-Luc V.N.C.H. roi bén Bach-D’fmg thi, tur
xa 10 Bién-Hoa, Su-Doan 324 Viét-Cong tién
vao thu do.

While the LCM river patrol boat was carrying
the last Lieutenant General, Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Republic of
Vietnam Armed Forces, away from Bach Déng
Wharf, from the Bién Hoa Highway, the Viet
Cong's 324th Division was advancing into the
capital.

Pén ngd tu Hang-Xanh, Su-Poan 324 Viét-
Cong gap su khang cu cua Thuy-Quan Luc-

At the Hang Xanh intersection, the Viet Cong's
324th Division encountered resistance from




Hai-Qudan  Viet-Nam Cong-Hoa Ra Khoi, 1975
(Republic of Vietnham Navy on The High Seas, 1975)

Diép-My-Linh (Diep-My-Linh), page 65

Chién. Khi kéo quan qua Thi-Nghe, Su-Poan
324 lai gap su ngan chan cua sinh vién si quan
Hai-Quan va Thuy-Quan Luc-Chién tai céc
yéu diém & so thu.

the Marine Corps. When advancing through
Thi Nghe, the 324th Division was again
blocked by Navy officer cadets and Marines
stationed at key positions near the zoo.

Nga Tu Hang-Xanh, Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dobuon.vn/nga-tu-hang-xanh-hay-
nga-tu-hang-sanh/}

Hang Xanh Intersection, Republic of Vietnam
{https://dobuon.vn/nga-tu-hang-xanh-hay-
nga-tu-hang-sanh/}

Thi Nghe, Vi¢t Nam Cong
{https://tan218ntl.wordpress.com/2013/09/15/
hinh-anh-thi-nghe-xua/cau-thi-nghe-30-4-
1975/#main}

of Vietnam

Thi
{https://tan218ntl.wordpress.com/2013/09/15/
hinh-anh-thi-nghe-xua/cau-thi-nghe-30-4-
1975/#main}

Ngheé,  Republic

R SAN e,

Thao-Cam-Vién Sai-Gon, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saigon Zoo a
nd_Botanical Gardens}
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Saigon Zoo and Botanical Gardens, Republic
of Vietnam

{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saigon_Zoo a
nd Botanical Gardens}
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10 gid 20, sau khi 1énh dau hang duoc truyén
di trén dai phat thanh, Tong Thong cudi cing
cia chinh thé V.N.C.H., Pai Tudng Duong
Van Minh, néi véi ky gia Phéap, Jean Louis
Arnaud: “Hay néi ho véi Pai-Str Mérillon rang
t61 da 1am tat ca nhitng gi ma chinh pha Phap
doi héi noi t6i!”

At 10:20 a.m., after the surrender order was
broadcast on the radio, the last President of the
Republic of Vietnam, General Duong Vin
Minh, told French journalist Jean Louis
Arnaud: “Please tell Ambassador Mérillon that
I have done everything the French government
asked of me!”

Jean Llouis Armaud, ky gid Phap
{https://www.ebay.com/itm/356442506907 }

Jean Llouis Arnaud, French journalist
{https://www.ebay.com/itm/356442506907}

Trua 30 thang 4, lic Su-Doan 324 Viét-Cong
truong co Mat-Tran Gidi-Phong Mién Nam 1én
ky dai dinh Bdc-Lap cling 1a lac Ham-D o1 Hai-
Quan vao doi hinh, tryc chi Coén-Son.

At noon on April 30, when the Viet Cong's
324th Division raised the flag of the National
Liberation Front of South Vietnam atop the
flagpole of the Independence Palace, the Navy
Fleet simultaneously formed up and headed
straight for Con Son.

Chiéu 3Q thang 4, HQ 2 du’qg chi thi quay lai
Phu-Quoc ctru ngudi trén chiée xa-lan ma HQ
17 tir choi lac sang.

On the afternoon of April 30, HQ 2 was
ordered to return to Phtt Qudc to rescue people
on the barge that HQ 17 had refused to help
earlier that morning.
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Pén Phi-Qudc, luc sap cip vao, vi thiy qua
nhiéu nguoi va biét trong sb d6 c6 mot sb tu
pham, Ham-Truéng HQ 2, Hdi-Quan Trung-
Ta Binh Manh Hung ra 1€nh chién ham tach ra,
chay thang!

Upon arriving at Phu Quéc, just as HQ 2 was
about to dock, due to seeing too many people
and knowing that some of them were prisoners,
the Commanding Officer of HQ 2, Navy
Commander Pinh Manh Hung, ordered the
warship to pull away and sail straight ahead!

T6i 30 thang 4, HQ 615 don Trung Tudng
Vinh Loc, Trung Tuéng Tran Vin Trung va
nhiing nguodi roi Saigon luc sang, tu LCM
Giang-Canh.

On the evening of April 30, HQ 615 picked up
Lieutenant General Vinh Loc, Lieutenant
General Tran Vin Trung, and others who had
left Saigon earlier that morning, from the LCM
Giang-Céanh.

Tuan duyén ham Tay Sa — HQ 615 (PGM)

e

Tuan duyén ham Tay Sa — HQ 615 (PGM)

i T 2

HQ Tay-Sa (Tuan-Duyén-Ham 615), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

HQ Tay-Sa {Patrol Gunboat, Motor (PGM)
615}, Republic of Vietham Navy
{https://dongsongcu.wordpress.com/2022/03/
17/bach-dang-giang-cua-noi-giong-tien-rong-
ham-doi-hg-vnch/}

Sang 1 thang 5, HQ 615 bi hét diu trong hai
phan Viing-Tau. Luc nay Ham-Doi da di xa.
HQ 615 kéu ciru bang bach vin chi khong
bang am tr truyén tin nira! Pai-T4 Nguyén
Ngoc Nhén hoan toan mét binh tinh, ¢t 6m con
khoc va to ¥ mubn ty tir!

On the morning of May 1, HQ 615 ran out of
fuel in the territorial waters of Viing Tau. By
this time, the fleet had already gone far. HQ
615 sent out a distress call in plain language
instead of using coded radio signals! Colonel
Nguyén Ngoc Nhian completely lost his
composure, holding his child and crying,
expressing a desire to commit suicide!

HQ 17 vira méi dén nhap doan véi Ham-Doi
lai duoc 1énh quay lui ctru HQ 615. Pén noi,
HQ 17 vot khoang 300 nguoi tr HQ 615 va
hon 200 nguoi trén HQ 470. Sau do, ca HQ
470 va HQ 615 déu bi danh chim!

HQ 17, having just joined the fleet, was
ordered to turn back to rescue HQ 615. Upon
arriving, HQ 17 picked up approximately 300
people from HQ 615 and more than 200 people
from HQ 470. Afterward, both HQ 470 and
HQ 615 were sunk!
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HQ ? (Hoa-Van-Ham 470), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan
Vi¢gt Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

HQ ? {Yard Oiler (YOG) 470}, Republic of
Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443,
A Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Khi dén Con-Son, tir hé thong truyén tin cta
HQ 1, Pé-Déc Lam Nguon Tanh tim Hai-
Quan Dai-Té Phan Phi Phung va chi dinh Dai-
T4 Phung lam Ham-Truéng HQ 1.

Upon arriving at Con Son, from the
communications system of HQ 1, Rear
Admiral Lam Nguon Tanh contacted Navy
Captain Phan Phi Phung and appointed Navy
Captain Phung as the Commanding Officer of
HQ 1.

Luc nay HQ 801 ciing vira dén Con-Son. Vg
ciia Ham-Trudng HQ 801 khong muén di tan.
Ham-Truéng HQ 801 mudn dem chién ham tr&
vé Saigon. Nhung nho sy gian xép cua nhiéu
nguodi, Ham-Truong HQ 801, Hai-Quan
Trung-T4 Nguyén Phu B4, nhan HQ 471 dé
dua vo con va nhimg ngudi khong muén ra di,
tré vé Saigon. Hai-Quan Pai-T4 Bui Ciru Vién
dugc chi dinh lam Ham-Truong HQ 801.

At this time, HQ 801 had also just arrived at
Con Son. The wife of the Commanding
Officer of HQ 801 did not want to evacuate.
The Commanding Officer of HQ 801 wanted
to take the warship back to Saigon. However,
through the mediation of several people, the
Commanding Officer of HQ 801, Navy
Commander Nguyén Phu B4, accepted
command of HQ 471 to take his wife, children,
and others who did not wish to leave back to
Saigon. Navy Captain Bui Ciru Vién was
appointed as the Commanding Officer of HQ
801.
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HQ ? (Hoa-Van-Ham 471), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa
{https://www.ebay.com/itm/354588898874}

HQ ? {Yard Oiler (YOG) 471}, Republic of
Vietnam Navy
{https://www.ebay.com/itm/354588898874}

Riéng HQ 505 — sau khi vot thém hon 200
nguoi va gian xép cho s6 nhan vién mudn tré
vé duoc xudng ghe vé — quay lai Con-Son. Vo6
tinh, Ham-Truong HQ 505 bat dugc lién lac vo
tuyen trén dai siéu tan sd ctia nhimg ngudi vira
tlep thu Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Saigon. Nhém
nguoi nay bao Ham-Truéong HQ 505 dem
chién ham vé. Nhung Ham-Truéng HQ 505 da
lién lac duoc voi Tiép-Liéu-Ham Vega, thudc
Dé That Ham-Doi Hoa-Ky, va duoc Vega tiép
té nude ngot, thuc phém. Sau d6, mot chién
ham khéc, cling thuoc B¢ Thit Ham-Doi, ho
tobng HQ 505 di Subic Bay.

As for HQ 505, after picking up more than 200
additional people and arranging for those
personnel who wanted to return to disembark
by small boats, it headed back to Con Son. By
chance, the Commanding Officer of HQ 505
intercepted a radio communication on the
ultra-high frequency band from individuals
who had just taken over the Republic of
Vietnam Navy Headquarters in Saigon. This
group instructed the Commanding Officer of
HQ 505 to return the warship. However, the
Commanding Officer of HQ 505 had already
managed to contact the supply ship Vega, part
of the U.S. Seventh Fleet, and was provided
with fresh water and food by Vega.
Subsequently, another warship, also from the
U.S. Seventh Fleet, escorted HQ 505 to Subic
Bay.
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Tiép-Liéu-Ham USS Vega (AF-59), U.S.
Seventh Fleet, U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Vega %
28AF-59%29}

Stores ship USS Vega (AF-59), U.S. Seventh

Fleet, U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Vega %

28AF-59%29}
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HAI-VAN-HAM LAM-GIANG, HQ 402

HQ LAM-GIANG {LANDING SHIP

[HQ LAM-GIANG {LANDING SHIP MEDIUM (LSM) 402}
MEDIUM (LSM) 402}]
MOT HUYEN THOAI A LEGEND

HQ Lam-Giang (Hai-Van-Ham 402), Hai
Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

2 e

HQ Lam-(ilahg“ | {Landing Ship Medium
(LSM) 402}, Republic of Vietnam Navy

Sau nhiéu chuyén chuyén quéin va dan tir mién
Trung vao, HQ 402 vao ti¢u ky tai Hai-Quan
Cong-Xudng.

After many trips transporting troops and
civilians from the Central region, HQ 402
returned to the Saigon Naval Shipyard.

Tinh trang k§ thuat cua HQ 402 dang 1€ phai
vao dai ky; nhung vi ké sach cua Bo-Tu-Lénh
da hoach dinh, HQ 402 chi duoc tiéu ky thoi.

The technical condition of HQ 402 should
have warranted major maintenance; however,
due to the strategic plan devised by the Fleet
Forces Command, HQ 402 was only allowed
minor maintenance.

Vi tinh trang chién ham dang sua chira, ca
Ham-Truéng 1dn Ham-Pho déu ving mit.
Quan s6 ciia HQ 402 chi con khoang 50 nhan
vién, 10 Thiéu-Uy va mot si quan co khi —
Trung-Uy Cao Thé Hung.

Due to the repairs being done on the warship,
both the Commanding Officer and the
Executive Officer were absent. The personnel
of HQ 402 were reduced to about 50 officers
and enlisted, including 10 Navy Ensigns and
an engineering officer, Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Cao Thé Hung.

Sang 30 thang 4, khoang 6 gid 30, 1énh goi tat
ca si quan va nhan vién chién ham dang stra
chira tai Hai-Quan Cong-Xudng tap hop tai
Bo-Tu-Lénh Ham-Dgi. MGt si quan cao cép
Hai-Quan tuyén bd ra ngil.

On the morning of April 30th, around 6:30
AM, the order was given for all officers and
enlisted personnel of the warship being
repaired at the Saigon Naval Shipyard to
assemble at the Fleet Forces Command. A
senior naval officer announced the
disbandment.

Tu Bo-Tu-Lénh Ham-Dai trd lai HQ 402, voi
tu cach si quan tham nién hién dién, Trung-Uy
Cao Thé Hung ra 1énh Thiéu-Uy Ninh, si quan
an ninh, ban v& 6 khéa phong Ham-Trudng,
liy tién trong ta sat phat cho nhan vién dé ho

Returning to HQ 402 from the Fleet Forces
Command, as the senior officer present, Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Cao Thé Hung
ordered Navy Ensign Ninh, the security
officer, to break the lock of the Commanding
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tuy nghi. Nhan vién ngdm ngui rdi chién ham,
chi con mdt ha si, mot ha si nhat, mot ha si
quan tiép liéu, vi nha xa khong vé duogc.

Officer’s room, take the money from the safe,
and distribute it to the personnel as he saw fit.
The personnel left the warship reluctantly,
with only a sergeant, a first-class petty officer,
and a supply officer remaining, for they could
not return due to the distance to their homes.

Luac nidy nhiéu ngan ngudi di tudn vao Hai-
Quan Cong-Xudng va tran Ién HQ 402. Sau
khi tuyén b tau hu khong di dugc, Trung-Uy
Hung roi1 chién ham, di vé bén Bach-Déng.

At this moment, thousands of people had
poured into the Saigon Naval Shipyard and
swarmed onto HQ 402. After declaring that
the ship was damaged and could not depart,
Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung left the
warship and headed to Bach Piang wharf.

Tai bén Bach-Diang, thy xe ting Viét-Cong
dang tlen vao cong truong Mé-Linh va nghe
nhiéu tiéng sung, Trung-Uy Hung tr& lai HQ
402.

At Bach Pang Wharf, seeing Viet Cong tanks
advancing into Mé Linh Square and hearing

many gunshots, Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung returned to HQ 402.

Sau khi tr¢ lai, Trung-Uy Hung thay trong sb
nguoi trén HQ 402 ¢6 Trung- -Uy Thudc, thude
HQ 402; mot sb si quan Hai-Quan khoa 19;
Thiéu- Uy Hai, cung nganh vo6i Trung- Uy
Hung va rat nhiéu Dai-T4 Bo-Binh. Tét ca déu
yéu cau Trung-Uy Hung stra chita HQ 402 dé
di tan.

After returning, Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung noticed that among the people at HQ 402
were Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Thudec,
also from HQ 402; several Navy officers from
Class 19; Navy Ensign Hai, who was in the
same branch as Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung; and numerous Army colonels. All of
them requested Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung to repair HQ 402 for evacuation.

Biét tinh trang hu hai nang né cua HQ 402,
Trung- -Uy Hung tu nghi mét minh Ong khong
thé stra duoc; Ong 1én trén 1én bd. Vira cho
chia khoa vao ¢ xe Jeep, Trung-Uy Hung bi
nhiéu nguoi kéo lai, dua tré lai HQ 402.

Knowing the severe damage to HQ 402, Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung thought to
himself that he could not repair it alone; he
secretly made his escape to the shore. Just as
he inserted the key into the Jeep’s ignition,
Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung was
pulled back by many people and brought back
to HQ 402.

Lan tré lai thr hai nay, Trung-Uy Hung gip
gi4o su Triét cia Ong, Cha Huynh, hiéu truong
truong trung hoc Hung-Dao Saigon. Trung-
Uy Hung giai thich véi Cha Huynh: 24 binh
dién cta chién ham déu hét hoi, can charge.
Madi binh rat 16n va ning. Néu duoc dua lén
Hai-Quan Cong-Xudng thi cling mit khoang
mdt ngay modi charge dugc mot binh! Thém
nira, la ban dién (Gyro Compass) ¢ dai-chi-huy
da bi thdo, dua 1én Hai-Quan Cong-Xudng sua
may ngay nay. Trung-Uy Hung trinh véi Cha
Huynh, véi trach nhiém tinh than cho ca 2.000
ngudi trén HQ 402, Cha Huynh nén yéu ciu

During this second return, Navy Lieutenant
Junior Grade Hung met his philosophy teacher,
Father Huynh, the principal of Hung Pao High
School in Saigon. Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Hung explained to Father Huynh: all 24
batteries of the warship were dead and needed
recharging. Each battery was very large and
heavy. Even if they were taken to the Saigon
Naval Shipyard, it would take about a day to
charge just one battery! Furthermore, the
electric compass (Gyro Compass) in the
command bridge had been removed and sent to
the Saigon Naval Shipyard for repairs several
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moi nguoi roi chién ham vi chién ham bat
khién dung va Vi¢t-Cong dang tién vao ngod
Bo-Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan.

days ago. Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung
reported to Father Huynh that, with the
spiritual responsibility for all 2,000 people on
HQ 402, Father Huynh should request
everyone to abandon the warship because it
was no longer operational, and the Viet Cong
were advancing toward the entrance of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy Headquarters.

Sau khi Cha Huynh thong bao, moi nguoi dong
long ¢ lai, chét chung véi HQ 402!

After Father Huynh's announcement, everyone
unanimously decided to stay and die together
with HQ 402!

Truée tinh thé nhu vy, Trung-Uy Hung danh
phai huy dong tat ca dan 6ng, thanh nién phy
gitip. Ngai ndi tuyén thay lyu dan xuéng him
may, nhiéu Pai-Ta phu trach an ninh. Thanh
nién hang hai di chuyen nhitng may dién theo
16 chi dan cua Trung-Uy Hung.

Faced with this situation, Navy Lieutenant
Junior Grade Hung had no choice but to
mobilize all the men and young people to help.
Fearing that infiltrators might throw grenades
into the engine room, several Colonels took
charge of security. The young men eagerly
moved the generators as directed by Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung.

Sau nhiéu gio stra chira, mot may tau nd, nhung
dau xit ra tung toe. Trung- Uy Hung bao moi
nguoi ldy a0 quan khan trai giuong quan
quanh cic 6ng dan dau. Khi may chinh nd,
Trung-Uy Hung tirc toc cho tat tit ca hé thong
dién — trir may ép gio.

After many hours of repairs, one of the ship's
engines started, but oil sprayed everywhere.
Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung instructed
everyone to use clothes and bedsheets to wrap
around the oil pipes. When the main engine
started, Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung
immediately ordered all electrical systems to
be shut off - except for the air compressor.

3 gid chiéu cing ngdy, may tau chay ém.
Trung-Uy Hung bao moi nguoi lay tat ca phao
trén nhitng chién ham bo tréng, dem sang HQ
402. Trung-Uy Hung chon mét sé thanh nién
I ludng — khong can biét ho 1a Hai-Quan hay
khong — dé 14i tau; nhom khac sip hang mot tir
dai-chi-huy dén hAm méy dé chuyén khau lénh.

At 3 p.m. that same day, the ship's engine was
running smoothly. Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Hung instructed everyone to gather all
the life rafts from the abandoned warships and
bring them to HQ 402. Navy Lieutenant Junior
Grade Hung selected a group of strong young
men - regardless of whether they were Navy
personnel or not - to steer the ship; another
group was organized in a line from the
command bridge to the engine room to relay
verbal orders.

Sau khi chi cho nhom thanh nién bé tay 14i sang
phai, sang trai, Trung-Uy Hung chay 1én, chay
xudng dai-chi-huy va ham may, tim cach dua
chién ham ra song.

After instructing the group of young men to
steer the wheel to the right and to the left, Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung ran back and
forth between the command bridge and the
engine room, figuring out how to navigate the
warship out to the river.

Ra dén song, Trung-Uy Huing ra 1énh “tién 5”.
Lénh dugc chuyén miéng tr ham lai 1én dai-

Upon reaching the river, Navy Lieutenant
Junior Grade Hung ordered “ahead 5.” The
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chi-huy ciing mat ca mot phut. Khéng hicu
nhirng “nhan vién van chuyén (1) li nhu thé
nao ma phan sau cia HQ 402 dam vao cau-lac-
bd-ndi cia Hai-Quan! Nudc chay xiét! Trung-
Uy Hung voi thét 1én: “phai 5. Nhom thanh
nién lai tau vin tay 1ai nhu thé ndo ma mii
chién ham dam sang Thu-Thiém, lam hu hai
mot s6 nha san! Ct “phai 57, “trai 5, HQ 402
quay vong vong trudc cong truong MéE-Linh
chtr khong chay thang duoc.

command, relayed verbally from the engine
room to the command bridge, took a full
minute to reach. It was unclear how the
“transport crew (!)” was steering, but the stern
of HQ 402 crashed into the Navy’s floating
club! The current was strong! Navy Lieutenant
Junior Grade Hung urgently shouted, “Right
5.” The group of young men steering the ship
turned the wheel in such a way that the bow of
the warship veered toward Thu Thiém,
damaging several stilt houses! With repeated
“right 5 and “left 5 commands, HQ 402 kept
circling in front of Mé Linh Square instead of
moving straight ahead.

HQ ? (Cau-Lac-Bd Noi 9603), Hai Quan Viét
Nam Cong Hoa {Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan
Vi¢gt Nam Cong Hoa, trang 351-443, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

N VAl

HQ ? (Floating Naval Club 9603), Republic of
Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A Brief History
of the Republic of Vietnam Navy, pp. 351-443,
A Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication

(2012)}

Thu Thiém, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/14026-a-brief-history-of-saigon-s-
now-defunct-thu-thiem-ferry-service}

of

Thu  Thiem, Republic
{https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/14026-a-brief-history-of-saigon-s-
now-defunct-thu-thiem-ferry-service}

Vietnam
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Cong Truong Mé Linh, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/14026-a-brief-history-of-saigon-s-
now-defunct-thu-thiem-ferry-service}

Mé Linh Square, Republic of Vietnam
{https://saigoneer.com/saigon-
heritage/14026-a-brief-history-of-saigon-s-
now-defunct-thu-thiem-ferry-service}

Ngai bi Viét-Cong ban, Trung-Uy Hing bao
moi nguoi nam sat xuéng san chién ham,
khong dé Viét-Cong thay. Dong thoi Trung-
Uy Hung lay vat 4o tring cia mot ngudi nao
d6, bao méy ong Hai-Quan cot vao gidy cd,
kéo lén.

Fearing being shot at by the Viet Cong, Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung ordered
everyone to lie flat on the warship’s deck to
avoid being seen by the Viet Cong. At the
same time, Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung took a piece of someone’s white shirt
and instructed a few sailors to tie it to the flag
line and hoist it up.

Trén cong truong Mé-Linh, Viét-Cong tudong
rang HQ 402 tir xa vé cho nén ho dua tay vay
chiao. Trén chién ham, may 6ng Hai-Quan
cling gia vo vay tay reo ho.

At M¢ Linh Square, the Viet Cong thought that
HQ 402 was returning from afar, so they
waved in greeting. On the warship, several
sailors also pretended to wave and cheer in
return.

Sau gan mét tiéng dong hd loanh quanh trudc
cong truong Mé-Linh, cuoi cung HQ 402 tr tir
“b0” thang.

After nearly an hour of circling in front of Mé
Linh Square, HQ 402 finally began to “crawl”
straight ahead.

Ttr nha hang Majestic dén Nha-Bé, HQ 402 vot
thém rat nhiéu nguoi tr nhitng ghe nho chay
theo hai bén hong tau.

From the Majestic Hotel to Nha Be, HQ 402
picked up many more people from small boats
following along both sides of the ship.

LOTEL
= MAJESTIC o

LOTEL
= MAJESTIC =
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Hotel Majestic, Sai Gon, Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://virtual-
saigon.net/Asset/Preview/dblmage ID-

30423 No- ljpeg}

Hotel Majestic, Saigon, Republic of Vietnam
{https://virtual-
saigon.net/Asset/Preview/dblmage ID-
30423 No-1.jpeg}

Khoang 5 gio chiéu, lac den song Soai Rap,
HQ 402 gip HQ 601 tr& vé. Ham-Truéng HQ
601, Hai-Quan Pai-Uy Tran Vin Chéanh, bao
Trung-Uy Hung dung di ngd Viing-Tau, Viét-
Cong chan rdi. Chiéc Viét-Nam Thwong-Tin
bi ban luc sang.

Around 5 p.m., when reaching the Soai Rap
River, HQ 402 encountered HQ 601 returning.
The Commanding Officer of HQ 601, Navy
Lieutenant Tran Vin Chanh, warned Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung not to head
toward Ving Tau, as the Viet Cong had
already set up a blockade there. The Viét Nam
Thuong Tin ship had been attacked that
morning.

Dang ling ting ¢ ngd ba song Soai Rap,
Trung- Uy Hung thdy timg doan PBR va rét
nhiéu loai chién dinh cua Luc- -Luong Tuan-
Tham, Luc-Lugng Trung-Uong, Luc-Lugng
bac-Nhiém 99 va nhitng don vi Hai-Quan
khac chay vong vong bén Bic-Cau-Nbi.

While hesitating at the Soai Rap River
junction, Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung
saw groups of PBRs and various types of patrol
boats from the Patrol Force, Central Force,
Special Task Force 99, and other Navy units
circling the Bac-Cau-Noi ferry dock.

Biét Luc-Luong Pac-Nhiém 99 thudc quyén
chi huy ctia Hai-Quan Pai-T4 Lé Hitu Dong,
Thiéu-Uy Hai trén HQ 402 lién lac vo tuyén
tim Pai-T4 Dong, nhd Pai-Ta Dong dua HQ
402 ra bién.

Knowing that Special Task Force 99 was under
the command of Navy Captain Lé Htru Ddng,
Navy Ensign Hai at HQ 402 contacted Navy
Captain DOng via radio, requesting him to
guide HQ 402 out to sea.

Hai Quan bai Ta Lé Hiru Dong ( 1937-), Trung
Tam Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang Khoa
8 (01/1958 — 4/1960), B¢ Nhat H6 Cap, Hai

Navy Captain Le Huu Dong ‘(1937-), Nha
Trang Naval Training Center Class 8 (01/1958
—4/1960), First Scorpius, Republic of Vietnam
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Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt_lehuudong.h
tm}

Navy
{https://nguyentin.tripod.com/dt_lehuudong.h
tm}

Cic SVSQIHQ Khod. 8 De-Nhat H Cap.
Trung Tam Huan Luyén Hai Quan Nha Trang,
Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

{Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 511}

Cic SVSQIHQ Khod 8 Dé-Nhat H§ Cip.
The Naval Officer Cadets of Class 8 (01/1958
— 4/1960), First Scorpius, Nha Trang Naval
Training Center, Republic of Vietnam Navy
{Naval History/A Brief History of the
Republic of Vietnam Navy, page 511, A
Republic of Vietnam Navy Publication
(2012)}

Tu LCM 8 bai-Ta Dong 1én HQ 402. Sau khi
xem xét tinh trang HQ 402 va nghe Trung-Uy
Hung trinh bay, Pai-Ta Déng ciing phai lic
dau, than phuc nhiing ngudi da co cong dua
duoc HQ 402 dén day!

From LCM 8, Navy Captain Dong boarded HQ
402. After inspecting the condition of HQ 402
and listening to Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung’s report, Navy Captain Dong could only
shake his head, marveling at the efforts of
those who managed to bring HQ 402 here!

Beinl - . - B s P il mry
Quan-Van-Dinh 8 {Landing Craft Mechanized
8 (LCM 8)}, Hai Quan Vi¢t Nam Cong Hoa
{Hai Su/Lugc St Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa, trang 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam
Navy Publication (2012)}

|
|
l\'ll ; 1

L : ) g
Landing Craft Mechanized 8 (LCM 8),
Republic of Vietnam Navy {Naval History/A
Brief History of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy, pp. 351-443, A Republic of Vietnam
Navy Publication (2012)}

Sau khi 14i thtr, thdy HQ 402 ctr chay duoc mot
chéc lai quay mot vong 30 d6 — vi 1énh truyén
miéng tir dai-chi-huy dén phong 1ai mat thoi
gian tinh — Pai-T4 Dong khong dam tu tin vao

After a trial run, observing that HQ 402 would
move briefly before turning 30 degrees - due to
the time it took for verbal commands from the
command bridge to reach the helm — Navy
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kinh nghiém hai vu cia Ong nita. Luc nay
Trung-Uy Hung lai huy dong thém mot toan
tac nudce, vi nude ngdp phong may.

Captain Dong no longer felt confident in his
own naval experience. At that moment, Navy
Lieutenant Junior Grade Hung mobilized an
additional team to bail water, as the engine
room was flooding.

Ciing thoi diém nay, Pho-Dé-Doc Nghiém Vian
Phu, bac s Tran Quoc Diing va rat nhiéu quan
nhan cua nhiing Luc-Lugng Hai-Quan nhap
ham.

At the same time, Commodore Nghiém Van
Phu, Dr. Tran Quéc Diing, and many personnel
from the Navy forces boarded the ship.

Ph6-Dé-Ddc Nghiém Vin Phu (1928-2008),

Tu Lénh Lyc Luong Tuén Tham - Luc Luong
bac Nhiém 212, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong

Hoa {https://www .truclamyentu.info/the-
environmental-activist/dml_cac-vi-pho-de-
doc-hai-quan-viet-nam-cong-hoa.html}

Trung TAm Huan Luyén Hai Quéan Nha Trang
Khoéa 2 (11/1952 — 5/1953), B¢ Nhat Kim
Nguu, Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong Hoa

Commodore Nghiem Van Phu (1928-2008),
Commander, Patrol Force — Task Force 212,

Republic of Vietnam
{https://www .truclamyentu.info/the-
environmental-activist/dml_cac-vi-pho-de-
doc-hai-quan-viet-nam-cong-hoa.html}

Navy

Nha Trang Naval Training Center Class 2
(11/1952 — 5/1953), First Taurus, Republic of
Vietnam Navy

Sang 1 thang 5, hi huc mai, Pai-T4 Dong cling
huéng din HQ 402 ra dén bién. Mot
Destroyer, thudc D& Théat Ham-Doi, théy HQ
402 chay mot chdc lai quay 30 do thi biét co su
bat thuong. Destroyer ndy mu6n dén yém trg
HQ 402. Nhung khi Destroyer vira d¢én gan,
gip luic HQ 402 quay, suyt dung vao
Destroyer, Destroyer hodng, kéo coi bd chay!

On the morning of May 1st, after much effort,
Navy Captain Dong managed to guide HQ 402
out to sea. A destroyer from the U.S. Seventh
Fleet, noticing that HQ 402 was moving briefly
before turning 30 degrees, sensed something
unusual. The destroyer attempted to come
over and assist HQ 402. However, as the
destroyer approached, it coincided with HQ
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402 turning, nearly colliding with the
destroyer. Alarmed, the destroyer sounded its
horn and fled!

Bit ngd moi ngudi ngac nhién thay su hién
dién cia hai nguoi My trén HQ 402. Nhiéu
ngudi Viét uit, vi cho ring My bo roi Nam
Viét-Nam, mudn giét hai ngudi My nay.
Trung-Uy Hung dua hai nguoi My 1én phong,
bao v¢ ho. DPai-T4 Dong nho hai ngudi My nay
goi b¢ Théat Ham-Déi, xin tiép ctru; nhung hai
ngudi My nay khong biét tan s6 lién lac ciia Dé
That Ham-Doi.

To everyone’s surprise, people were shocked
to see the presence of two Americans on HQ
402. Many Vietnamese were furious,
believing that the Americans had abandoned
South Vietnam and wanted to kill these two
Americans. Navy Lieutenant Junior Grade
Hung brought the two Americans to a room to
protect them. Navy Captain Dong asked these
two Americans to contact the U.S. Seventh
Fleet for rescue, but the two Americans were
unaware of the U.S. Seventh Fleet's
communication frequency.

Pai-Ta Déng goi Pho-Po6-Ddc Cang trinh bay
tinh trang cua HQ 402. Cuyu Tu-Lénh Ham-
DPoi, Hai-Quan Pai-Ta Nguyén Xuin Son
“lén” may, bao Dai-Ta Dong cb dua HQ 402
dén cang gan Con-Son cang t6t, s& c6 chién
ham khéc trg gitp.

Navy Captain Dong contacted Vice Admiral
Cang to report the situation of HQ 402.
Former Fleet Forces Commander, Navy
Captain Nguyén Xuan Son, took to the radio
and instructed Navy Captain Ddng to try to
bring HQ 402 as close to Con Son as possible,
where another warship would assist.

Sang 2 thang 5, chiéc Destroyer hom qua trd
lai, lién lac vO tuyén hoi Dai-Ta Dong vé tinh
trang HQ 402. Sau khi nghe DPai-T4 Ddng
trinh bay, Ham-Trudng Destroyer chuyén sang
HQ 402 mot toan chuyén vién ky thuét.

On the morning of May 2, the destroyer from
the previous day returned and contacted Navy
Captain Dong via radio to inquire about the
status of HQ 402. After hearing Navy Captain
Dong’s report, the destroyer’s Commanding
Officer transferred a team of technical
specialists to HQ 402.

ﬁQ Lam Giang {Héi ‘Viafm Ham 402}
{https://www kirk1087.org/frequent-
wind/#gallery-18}

ﬁQ Lam GAiang {Léndihé Ship Medium

(LSM)
{https://www kirk1087.org/frequent-
wind/#gallery-18}

402}
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Sau 20 phut quan sat, toan chuyén vién trinh
lén Ham-Truong Destroyer. Ham-Trudng
Destroyer trinh 1én Pé-Péc Tu-Lénh Dé That
Ham-Doi Hoa-Ky.

After 20 minutes of observation, the technical
team reported to the destroyer’s Commanding
Officer. The destroyer’s Commanding Officer
then reported to the Rear Admiral,
Commander of the U.S. Seventh Fleet.

Lénh di chuyén tit ca moi ngudi khoi HQ 402
duoc ban hélnh.q HQ 2 dugc Iénh c@p sat bén
hong HQ 402 dé dong bao va quan ban chuyén
sang.

The order was issued to evacuate everyone
from HQ 402. HQ 2 was ordered to come
alongside HQ 402 to facilitate the transfer of
civilians and friendly troops.

Sau khi kiém’ soat, rung chudng nhiéu lan ma
van khong thay con ai trén HQ 402, 1énh danh
chim HQ 402 duoc thi hanh.

After inspection and ringing the bell multiple
times with no response indicating anyone
remained on HQ 402, the order to sink HQ 402
was carried out.

3 gio chiéu cung ngay, hai c}lién ham thudc D¢
That Ham-D¢i Hoa-Ky ban chim Hai-Van-
Ham Lam-Giang HQ 402.

At 3 p.m. on the same day, two warships from
the U.S. Seventh Fleet sank HQ Lam-Giang
{Landing Ship Medium (LSM) 402}.
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HUONG VE SUBIC BAY {HEADING
TOWARD SUBIC BAY}

HEADING TOWARD SUBIC BAY

Can Ctr Hai Quan Hoa Ky, Subic Bay, Phi Luat
Tan
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S. Naval B
ase_Subic Bay}

US Naval Base, Subic Bay, Philpies
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/U.S. Naval B
ase_Subic Bay}

Trong khi nhitng bién chuyén trong dai xay ra
cho Hai-Quan V.N.C.H. thi ...

While momentous changes were unfolding for
the Republic of Vietnam Navy ...

... T6i 29 thang 4, ong Richard Lee Armitage
r01 Saigon bang tryc thang va dap xudng chién
ham Blue Ridge thugc B¢ That Ham-Dgi Hoa-
Ky.

USS BLUE RIDGE LCC-19
USS Blue Ridge { Amphibious Command Ship
(LCC) 19}, Hai Quan Hoa Ky
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Blue Rid
ge %28LCC-19%29}

... On the evening of April 29, Mr. Richard Lee
Armitage left Saigon by helicopter and landed
on the warship Blue Ridge, part of the U.S.
Seventh Fleet.

USS BLUE RIDGE LCC-19
USS Blue Ridge { Amphibious Command Ship
(LCO) 19}, U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Blue Rid
ge %28LCC-19%29}

Tai chién ham Blue Ridge, tuy khong mang
theo bat cir mot gidy to tiy than ndo, Ong
Armitage ciing van yéu cau duoc gip Dé-Dbc
Donald Whitmire, Tu-Lénh Dé That Ham-Doi
Hoa-Ky tai Théi-Binh-Duong.

On the Blue Ridge, despite not carrying any
identification documents, Mr. Armitage still
requested to meet Rear Admiral Donald
Whitmire, Commander of the U.S. Seventh
Fleet in the Pacific.
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i o o O
bé boc Donald Boone Whitmire (1922-1991),
Tu Lénh Dé That Ham Doi, Hai Quan Hoa Ky
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Whitmire
h

e
Donald Boone Whitmire (1922-1991), Rear

Admiral, Commander, U.S. Seventh Fleet,

U.S. Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Don_Whitmire

}

Khi gip Dé-Déc Whitmire, 6ng Armitage
thinh ciu Dé-Déc Whitmire lién lac voi Ngii-
Giac-Dai dé duogc Ngii-Giac-Pai xac nhan vai
tro ciia Ong; dong thoi 6ng Armitage ciing nho
Dé-bBéc Whitmire xin Ngii-Giac-Pai cho phép
tro gitp Hai-Quan V.N.C.H.

When meeting Rear Admiral Whitmire, Mr.
Armitage requested that Rear Admiral
Whitmire contact the Pentagon to officially
confirm his role; at the same time, Mr.
Armitage also asked Rear Admiral Whitmire
to request permission from the Pentagon to
assist the Republic of Vietnam Navy.

Sau khi dugc Ngii-Giac-Pai cho phép, ong
Armitage tr¢ lai Con-Son véi hai chién ham
Hoa-Ky, gdp Ham-Pdi Hai-Quan. Tai Con-
Son, dng Armitage chuyén sang Soai-Ham HQ
3 va hudng din Ham-DPoi Viét-Nam tién vé
Phi-Luat-Tan.

After receiving permission from the Pentagon,
Mr. Armitage returned to Con Son with two
U.S. warships to meet the Republic of Vietnam
Navy Fleet Forces. At Con Son, Mr. Armitage
transferred to the flagship HQ 3 and guided the
Vietnamese Fleet Forces to the Philippines.

Thoi gian nay, Ham-Ddi Viét-Nam ciing chia
thanh nhiéu nhom nhod, do mot si quan tham
nién trong nhom chi huy.

During this time, the Vietnamese Fleet was
also divided into several smaller groups, each
commanded by a senior officer within the

group.

Du Quéan-Luyc da tan ra, du Qué-Huong da roi
vao tay ké thu, du chua ai biét minh s€ di vé

Although the Armed Forces had disbanded,
although the Homeland had fallen into enemy
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dau va du rat nhidu quan nhan Hai-Quén khong
dem gia dinh theo duoc, v. v....truyén théng
Hai-Quan van dugc thé hién cao do trong thoi
gian bi hung nay! Néu khong c6 khéi luong
dé)ng bao va quan ban trén nhiing chién ham,
néu khong c6 nhirng quan nhan Hai-Quan, ban
ngay thi hanh khau 1énh ctia cép trén, ban dém
tua boong tau, am tham lau nude mét, nhé dira
con tho, thuong nguoi vo tré con ket lai qué
nha thi khong ai c6 thé biét dugc ddy 1a Ham-
Doi cia mot Quan-Lyc vira dugc 1€nh budng
sung, hang giac!

hands, although no one yet knew where they
would go, and although many Navy personnel
could not bring their families along, etc., the
Navy's traditions were still exemplified to the
highest degree during this tragic and heroic
time! If it were not for the masses of civilians
and foot soldiers on the warships, if it were not
for the Navy personnel who, by day, carried
out the orders of their commanders and, by
night, leaned against the ship's deck, silently
wiping away tears, remembering their young
children and mourning their young wives still
stranded back home, no one could have known
that this was the Fleet Forces of an Armed
Forces that had just been ordered to lay down
their weapons and surrender to the enemy!

Trong quan sir chwa c6 cudc rit quin cua bat
cu mdt dai don vi nao ma quan dung duogc bao
toan tdi da, ky luat dugc ton trong tuyét ddi va
tinh ngudi duoc dang cao chit ngit nhu
Chuyén-Ra-Khoi-Cubi-Cing ctia Hai-Quan
V.N.C.H!

In military history, there has never been a
withdrawal of any major unit where matériel
was preserved to the maximum, discipline was
respected absolutely, and humanity was
elevated to such profound heights as in the
Final Voyage of the Republic of Vietnam
Navy!

Khi d&én Phi-Lu4t-Tén, chinh pha Phi lo ngai
cho nhitng tré ngai ngoai giao vdi chinh phu
Viét-Cong sau nay, da buoc Ham-Doi Hai-
Quan phai ha co va thdo go vii khi!

Upon arriving in the Philippines, the
Philippine government, concerned about
future diplomatic complications with the Viet
Cong government, forced the Navy Fleet
Forces to lower their flags and remove their
weapons!

Vai chién ham Hoa-Ky cap vao chién ham
Viét-Nam v6i du tinh thuc hién yéu cdu cua
chinh phu Phi; nhung gdp ngay su phan khang
manh li¢t cta thuy thu doan.

Several U.S. warships docked alongside the
Navy Fleet Forces to fulfill the Philippine
government's request, but they immediately
faced fierce opposition from the crew.

Ly do Ham-DBdi Viét-Nam néu ra la: Nhiing
chién ham nay do Hoa-Ky vién trg cho Hai-
Quan Vi¢t-Nam theo chuong trinh M.A.P.
(Military Assistance Program). Theo nhiing
diéu khoan trong chuong trinh dé, quin cu nao
V.N.C.H. khong dung nira s& dugc hoan tra lai
cho chinh pha Hoa-Ky. Dé thé hién tinh than
d6, nay Hdi-Quan Viét-Nam trao tra Ham-Do6i
nay lai cho chinh phu Hoa-Ky. Vi vay, Hai-
Quén Viét-Nam yéu cau c6 mot budi ban giao
chinh thtrc.

The reason given by the Navy Fleet Forces was
that the United States had provided these
warships to the Republic of Vietnam Navy
under the Military Assistance Program (MAP).
According to the terms of that program, any
military equipment no longer in use by the
Republic of Vietnam would be returned to the
U.S. government. To demonstrate this spirit,
the Republic of Vietnam Navy now returns this
fleet to the U.S. government. Therefore, the
Republic of Vietnam Navy requests a formal
handover ceremony.
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Yéu cau ciia Hai-Quan Viét-Nam duoc chap
thuan. Pong thoi, Hai-Quéan Hoa-Ky ciing yéu
cau Hai-Quéan Viét-Nam phai hoa giai, nguy
trang tat ca chién ham.

The request of the Republic of Vietnam Navy
was approved. At the same time, the U.S.
Navy also requested that the Republic of
Vietnam Navy decommission and camouflage
all warships.

Tén va sb hiéu cua tat ca chién ham Hai-Quan
Viét-Nam déu bi nhan vién Hoa-Ky ding son
xam x6a hét! Luc g& cu vai hodc thdo gd co
bam nhitng 6 trong phéo hay 1a vat vii khi, dan
duoc vao long dai duong, quan nhan Hai-Quan
tuong nhu chinh ho dang tu huy hoai ban than
cua ho vay!

The names and hull numbers of all Republic of
Vietnam Navy warships were completely
painted over with gray paint by U.S.
personnel! As the Americans removed the
shoulder boards, dismantled the firing
mechanisms from the heavy gun turrets, or
threw weapons and ammunition into the depths
of the ocean, the Republic of Vietnam Navy
personnel felt as if they were destroying
themselves!

Co Tu-Lénh Hai-Quan Viét-Nam trén ky dai
HQ 1 duoc trao cho cuu Tu-Lénh cudi cung
ctia Hai-Quan V.N.C.H., Bé-Béc Lam Nguon
Téanh.

The Command Flag of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy atop the mast of HQ 1 was
handed over to the last Chief of Naval
Operations of the Republic of Vietnam Navy,
Rear Admiral Lam Nguon Ténh.

Sau d0, trén moi chién ham Viét-Nam, mot si
quan Hai-Quan Hoa-Ky 1én nhan lai tau.

Ham Truoéng (HT) Pham Dinh San ban giao

quyén chi huy chién ham cho HQ Pai Uy John
Pine, dai di¢n Hai Quan Hoa Ky (HQHK)

thuoc Khu Truc Ham USS Kirk
{https://camtran] 1.6te.net/hqtext/achdttxt.htm

1}

Afterward, a U.S. Navy officer came aboard
each Vietnamese warship to take possession of
the vessel.

Commanding Officer Pham BDinh San
transferred command of his warship {HQ Chi
Linh — HS Téng Ham 11 - Patrol Craft Escort
(PCE) 11} to U.S. Navy Lieutenant John Pine,
a representative of the U.S. Navy aboard USS
Kirk  {Destroyer Escort (DE) 1087}
{https://camtran] 1.6te.net/hqtext/achdttxt.htm

1}
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USS Kirk {Khu Truc Ham 1087}, Hai Quin
Hoa Ky
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Kirk}

USS Kirk Destroyer sco (DE) 1087}, US
Navy
{https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/USS Kirk}

Luc ctr hanh 18 ha Qudc-Ky V.N.C.H., tit ca
quan nhan va dong bao hat ban Qudc-Ca trong
tiéng khoc uat nghen. Tiéng hat vang xa trong
ving bién la nhu ndi dau dang len 16i trong
ting ngd ngach tim hon! Chiéu tim thdm trén
dai duong ménh mong nhu bdo trudc nhiing
bat tric khong luong duoc trong cudc doi cla
nhimng ké mat Qué Huong!

During the ceremony to lower the Republic of
Vietnam’s national flag, all military personnel
and civilians sang the national anthem amidst
choked sobs. Their voices echoed far across
the unfamiliar sea, like the pain seeping into
every corner of their souls! The deep purple
dusk over the vast ocean seemed to
foreshadow the unpredictable misfortunes in
the lives of those who had lost their homeland!
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L& ha co chién ham Hai Quan Viét Nam Cong
Hoa (HQ/VNCH) trong hai phan Quoc Té
(cach bor bien Phi Ludt Tan t6i thiéu 12 hai 1y )

ngay 7-5-1975 | nautical miles from the Philippine coast) on

{https://camtran]1.6te.net/hqtext/achdttxt.htm | May 7, 1975
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The ceremony of lowering the Republic of
Vietnam flag on a South Vietnamese Navy
warship in international waters (at least 12

Ciing thoi diém nay, cuoi chan troi, noi Qué
Huong ngdp mau:

At the same time, on the distant horizon, where
the Republic of Vietnam was soaked in blood:

“...Va qua phu moi cho theo toc bac,
Vén nhdc anh vira goi lai tro tan
Trong lo swoi va trong trdi tim.

Oi! Cha Me gia chi con lai mot gid'c mo

Dd chét trong chudi ngay mong doi trén bii
bién

Nhitng ngueoi di khéng ve.”

(...Et vos veuves au front blanc, lasses de vous
attendre,

Parlent encore de vous en remuant les cendres
De leur foyer et de leur coeur.

“And the weary widow waits as her hair turns
gray,

Still speaking of her husband, stirring the
ashes

In the hearth and in her heart.

Oh! Aging parents left with only a dream,
Dead in the string of days waiting on the shore,

For their sons who left and never returned.”

(...Et vos veuves au front blanc, lasses de vous
attendre,

Parlent encore de vous en remuant les cendres
De leur foyer et de leur coeur.
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Oh! Que de vieux Parents qui n’avaient plus
qu 'un réve,

Sont morts en attendant tous les jours sur la
gréve

Ceux qui ne sont pas revenus.)

OCEANO-NOX cua VICTOR HUGO

Oh! Que de vieux Parents qui n’avaient plus
qu 'un réve,

Sont morts en attendant tous les jours sur la
gréve

Ceux qui ne sont pas revenus.)

OCEANO-NOX cua VICTOR HUGO

Houston, Texas, USA

English translation by Dr. Chi Manh Ha, Ph.D.
Grapevine, Texas, USA
haiquantrungduong@yahoo.com

Ban dich Anh Ngit dé tuong nhé dén tat ca cac
si quan, ha si quan, va thuay thu cua Hai Quan
Viét Nam Cong Hoa (1950 - 30 thang 4 nam
1975) vé long yéu nude va su hy sinh cia ho
trong vi¢c phuc vu ly tudng tu do va bao vé
1anh thd cua dat nudc.

The English translation is dedicated to the
brave men and women of the Republic of
Vietnam Navy (1950 - April 30, 1975) for their
patriotism and sacrifice in the service of
freedom and the defense of their country's
territory.
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